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claimed the French mariner, on first beholding it, and hence,

with a little corruption, we derive its modem name. The
scenery down the river, the eye resting upon the Isle of Orleans,

and the landscape enlivened as we now beheld it, with numerous

large vessels under crowded canvass, formed altogether a splen-

did picture. Shall I confess that in passing " Wolfe's Cove,"*

the achievement of our hero lost somewhat of the romantic

hue with which early fancy had been wont to paint it ? The

ascent did not exactly appear so formidable as I had expected!

When I visited the spot, however, and examined it more

closely, I was better enabled to appreciate the difficulties to be

surmounted in mastering such a ravine with troops and cannon

during the night. I fet! persuaded that my first impression

and slight disappointment may be traced to the wide expanse of

the river, and the magnificent scale of the scenery around.

Upon reaching the quay we found still many formidable re-

lics of winter. The ice upon which we stepped ashore was

fully ten feet thick, and huge masses of it lay scattered along

the beach. Whatever inducements Quebec may hold out to the

stranger, comfortable hotels are assuredly not of the numbci . Mr
J., of the house of Gates and Company at Montreal, upon

whom I had a credit, was a fellow-passenger, as also Mr H.

of the Upper Province, with both of whom, having formed

an intimacy, I accompanied them to a boarding-house in the

upper town. Our accommodations fell considerably short of

what might have been reasonably expected, but our host and

his lady were civil and attentive. The hotels of Montreal

greatly surpass in comfort those of Quebec, from the very suffi-

cient reason of having a great deal more to do. The large an-

nual assemblage of company at Saratoga and Balston Springs,

near Albany, has established a sort of fashionable tour by Lake

Champlain to Montreal, and thence to Niagara, returning to

Albany by the grand Erie canal. Along the whole of this

route every exertion has been made for the accommodation of

the public, and many of the hotels are extensive and particu-

larly well kept.

Quebec is divided into two towns, called, from relative posi-

tion, the Upper and Lower. The latter occupies a very limited
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