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perides. Superior, however, to all these is the

towering magnificence of the great magnolia

:

in this rich marley soil it rises above a hundred
feet, with a perfectly erect trunk, supporting a

shady conical head of dark green foliage : from
the centre of the coronets of leaves that termi-

nate the branches expands a large rose-shaped

blossom of pure white, which is succeeded by a

crimson one, containing the seeds of a beautiful

coral red colour, and these fallin'r from their

cells remain for several days suspended from
ithc seed-vessel by a silky thread, six inches or

tnore in length, so that whether in this state or

in blossom it is second to none for grandeur and
beauty. '**^'.^^

The level plains %y flie sides of rivers, and
therefore generally in a flooded state during the
whole rainy seai|on, are called savannas. The
trees that grdW upon them are of the aquatic
kind, such as magnolia glauca, or beaver tree,

American olive, and gordonia lausianthus, sil-

vered over with fragrant blossoms: these are

generally either single, or grouped together into

small open groves, while the larger part of the
meadow is overgrown with long succulent her-

bage, intermixed with shrubs and plants ; the
candleberry myrtle, with numerous species of
azaleas, kahnias, andromedas, and rhododen-
drons, arranged by the hand of nature into
thickets, and shrubberies entwined and over-

arched by th« crimson granadilla, or the fantas-

tic clitoria, here display their inimita^e beauties

in full luxuriance. The sides of the pcwls and
the shallow plashes are adorned by the brijLfht

cairulean flowers of the ixia, the golden blossoms
of the canna lutea, and the rosy tufts of the hy-
ilrangia, while the edges of the groves, and the
dubious boundariei ot the savannas, rising im-
perceptibly towards the forests, are fringed by
innumerable gay varieties of the phlox, by the
shrinking sensitive plant, the irritable dionaea,

the glowing amaryllis atamasco, and the impe-
netrable rajiks of the royal palmetto.

The swamps are at all times, even in the

height of sunnner, for tliie most part imder wa-
ter, and are distinguished from the rest of the

country by the crowded stems of the cane, the

light foliage of the tupelo tree, the taccamahacea,
the fringe tree, and the white cedar ; this last is

perhaps the most picturesque tree in all Ame-
rica : four or five enormous buttresses or rude
pillars rise from the ground, and unite in a kind

from this centre there springs a strait column
eighty or ninety feet high, without a branch

:

it then divides into a flat umbrella-shaped top,,

covered with finely divided leaves of the most-

delicate green. This platform is the secure

abode of the eagle and the crane ; and the oily

seeds contained in its cones are the favourite^

repast of the ]>arro<iuets that are constantly

fluttering around.

Hundreds more of interesting plants yet re-

main, and we might go on to describe with un-
abated pleasure the profusion ofvarious coloured

lupines and dwarf palmettos, that relieve the
dusky hue of the pine forests in which they
live ; the wild vines, the gourds, the bignonias»

and other climbers that display to the sun their

fruits and glowing blossoms above the summits
of the tallest trees ; we might describe the tent-

like shade of the plantanus, the regal splendour
of the crimson-flowered horse-chesnut, and the
luunbler, less obtrusive, yet not less exquisite-

beauties of the meadia, the spigelia, and gaura,

but these our limits will not admit ; it is enough
for the present purpose to have sketched some^
of the characteristic features in the botany of a
country, the most accessible of all the warmer
climates tothe investigation ofEuropean sciience.

Zoology.—The domestic zoology of the
United States nearly corresponds with that of
the parent country, with some few shades of
(lifft'rencc in size and colour. Among the
larger wild animals may be mentioned the bi-

son, large he !*s of which used to be seen near
the Mississippi, and they were once very nu-
inerous in the Avestern paits of Virginia and
P"nnsylvania. The musk bull and cow only
appear in the more western regions, beyond the
Mississippi. Among the animals now lost are
classed the mammoth, whose enormous bones
are particularly found near the salt springs upon
the Ohio; and teeth of the hippopotamus are
said to have been dug up in Long Island : but
the labours of a late French naturalist have
evinced that such remains often belong to ani-

mals long since e\tirpated, and of which he has
traced more than twenty kinds. The mammoth
of America, though armed with tusks of ivory,

has been sujjposed to be even five or six times
larger than the ele])hant ; but the bones are
probably the same with those of the supposed
elephant found in Siberia. The moose deer are
become extremely rare, and will probably in no

of arch at the height of about seven feet, and i long time be utterly extirpated, as the wolf and


