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and carried away our commodities, though the sav-

ages were very loth to part with them ; but having-

accepted our calumet of peace, they did not pre-

sume to stop us by force.

We passed by the nations of Taensa and Coroa,

by both which we were kindly received, and on the

twentyfourth came to the nation of Quiniquissa.

The next day we came to a point where the Missi-

sippi divides itself into three channels. We took

the middle one, which is very broad and deep. The
water began there to taste brackish, but four leagues

lower was as salt as the sea. We rowed about four

leagues further and discovered the sea. The mouth

of the river is very deep, without being interrupted

with any sands ; so that great ships may go up as far

as the Illinois river, which is two hundred leagues.

Its course, from its source to the sea, may be eight

hundred leagues, including windings and turnings.

It falls into the gulph of Mexico, between twenty-

seven and twentycight degrees of latitude. Its

mouth may be about thirty leagues from Rio Bravo,

sixty from Palmas, and eighty or one hundred from

Rio Panuco, the nearest habitation of the Spaniards.

My two men were very glad of this discovery ;

but on the other hand they expressed a great deal

of dissatisfaction to have been at such trouble with-

out making any profit, having found no furs to ex-

change for their commodities. They were also

much afraid of the Spaniards of New Mexico, and

were perpetually telling me, " That if they were

taken, the Spaniards would never spare their lives,

or at least give them the liberty to return into Eu-
rope." I knew their fears were not alto|ret!ier un-


