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Hblc their fliip and liberty were in my power,
made me an oTer of them. They were an agreea-

ble prefcnt, I own •, but I infifted on my giving

him 1000 peices of eight, as an equivalent. I
likewife pfefented General Stymour Gibbons with a
quarter cafk of the beft Peru wine, and gave 20
pieces of eight to each of his ten men, who Teemed

choice fellows ; and fo all terminated to our mu-
Cual fatisfadion.

On the 6th of Jugujt we left the EngUJhy and
on the nth, after failing 86 leagues, a fair wind
and the current brought us to the firft cataraft of

Parmentiers river ; and on the i6th 1 had the fatis-

fa(5lion to be again with my fliips, which I had
left at Conajfety on the fouth coafl of Be/le lake,

and to find all well. The people of Conajfet had
behaved exceeding well 10 our people, and Captain

Ronquillo had not been wanting in fuitable returns,

and kept his men in excellent difcipline.

On the 20th of Augujl an Indian brought me a

letter from Captain Berncrdo^ of the 1 ith of yiu-

gufiy informing me, that he was returned from his

nuithern expedition, and could afTure me, that

iht'ie was no communication from the SpaniJI) or

yy//<i«//V ocean, through Davis*s Streights, the na-

tives of the country having carried one of his

iailors up to the bottom of that ftreight, where he

faw it terminate in afrefh water lake, 30 miles in

tirtumttrtncc, and in the 80th degree of nortli

latitude \ that towards the north were prodigious

nu-untaiis, and to the north- weft of the Jake,

malTcs of ice an hundred fathom high, which may
have bten formed there ever fince the creation of the

world i men with all their pride and conceit having

but an imperfect knowledge of the works of God,
efpecially towards the poles •, adding, that from

hajjei itUnU he had failed north-calT, ealt- north-

calf, and north- cult and by cafl, up to the 79th

degree
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