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ing their founder ; the other were called Lam-
anites, after a leader named Laman. The Lam-

anites became a dark and benighted people, of

whom the American Indians are still a remnant.

The Nephites were an enlightened and civil-

ized people ; they were a people highly favored

of the Lord ; they had visions, angels, and the

gift of prophecy among them from age to age

;

and finally they were blessed with a personal

appearance of Jesus Christ after his resurrec-

tion, from whose mouth they received the doc-

trine of the gospel, and a knowledge of the

future down through all succeeding ages. But

after all the blessings and privileges conferred

upon them, they fell into great wickedness in

the third and fourth centuries of the Christian

era, and finally were destroyed by the hands of

the Lamanites. This destruction took place

about four hundred years after Christ.

Mormon lived in that age of the world, and

was a Nephite and a prophet of the Lord. He,

by the commandment of the Lord, made an

abridgment of the sacred records, which con-

tained the history of his forefathers, and the

prophecies and gospel which had been revealed

among them ; to which he added a .sketch of

the history of his own time, and the destruc-

tion of his nation. Previous to his death, the

abridged records fell Into the hands of his son
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