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THE MODERN ACHIEVEMENT.

In 141)2 itiily unfortun;itely was divided

into eitilit states. This condition iiotwitii-

standinji: the clian«j:es that continually

occurred lasted until half a century a^o.

Uarhai'ians continued to overi'un the coun-

ti'y while other states, as Ki'ance and Spain,

made it a custom to settle theii' <|uarrels

ill the lar<;e and level valley of the I'iver

Vo in the northern part of the peninsula.

We Italians, while i)oliti('ally unimpor-

tant, did not die. We kept ourselves alive

by ai't and literature, and the names of

Andrea del Sarto. Tiziano Veeellio. Tin-

toretto. I'aolo Veronese. ( 'oi-e^rtrio, P>enven-

uto Cellini. J^eonardo da Viiiei, Katlt'aello

Saiizio. Michelangelo. Ariosto. Maehiavelli.

Tasso. Vittoria Colonna. (luido Reiii. Sal-

vator Rosa. (Jalileo. and others of more

I'eceiit times were our consolation durint;

our time of slavei-y until the middle of last

eentui-v. when oui' national resurreetion


