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%NSTITUJTIONS FOR CONGREGATION-
AL AND S. S. TEMPERANCE

SOCIETIES.

-Enquiries received indicate that it will
6rea good purpose to state the facts re-

garding th is matter. Previous to the Assem-
bly of 8 8 9 requests haci been sent to the
tColrmittee on Temperanco to provide, a
41'rlple constitution for Congregational Tem-
»erance Societies, so that Congcregcation s
>ishi0 cr to orgyanize iiht have something
to guise thcm, and enable them to get to
WO7Jk in a sim~ple and practical wvay. .In
14alY instances littie or nothing- had been
4011e because the Church had givenno help
141 the -way of information, or even SUgges.

11 response to these requcets the Assembly
'ofi889? directed its committee on Temperance

tPrepare sucli a constitution. The matter
%considered by that cornmittee, and a good
d6lof attention was given to it by the con-

'f6aler, and at the request of the committee
~ .sembly of 1890 renewed the instruction.

then information lias been received from,
the Preebyterian Church in England, Scotland,

hdIreland, and from, some other sources, but
accC>unt of the large amount of time and
*Okneoesary to carry out the petition move-
tetit was found impossible to prepare any-

thiiig that would ho likely to prove satiafactory.

The facts furnished the Committee hast year
clearly show the~need of botter organization
on the part of our Churcli In order that she
may take ber propor place in this department
of lier work. The report states ;-" Not many
congregational societies exist, there being a
few isolated ones. A small number have
pledge cards, particulary in the Sabbath
Schools. A few report Bands of Hope con-
nectod with their Sabbath Schools. In soine
cases the work is attendled to by the temper-
ance commi.ttee of the Society of Christian
Endeavour. There is however a great lack of
effort, on behalf of temperance, by our con-
gregations. There je in reality no organized
effort at ail."

1Frorn replies to questions regarding such
organizations, and the attitude of congrega-
tions to them, " three thinge, at least, are
evident. (1) Our Churcli is not meeting the
necessities of the case, for overcoming the evils
of intemperance and educating our people on
the principhes of total abstinence and prohi-
bition.

(2) Much as the outside temperance or-
ganizations have doue, they have failed in
rnany places to, win the entire confidence of
our people, and therefore leave mucli to be
done by the Churcli. In view of these facto,
the necessity of Borne general organization
je very evident.
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