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AKOTHER YEAR.

With (his issue Tie COMMERCIAL cutors
vpon its fifth year of publication, the List
number having appeared on the thind day
of October, 1882 Since then the inter
ests which the journ ! has looked after
and defended, have had a varied capari
ence. Starting out on the verge of a

|
|
|
|
!

and wealth of Manitoba, and we have ar- ‘ mill in their distriet. My, Rutherford is
rived at a stato of sufety in trade affairs, | the joint owuner of a stone mill. loeated at
such as should suusfy the most conserva- | Sconewall. . This mill' of courso is now
tive studeuts of comwerce, so that while , useless for merchaot work, and it does not
we have no boom tenduncies or inflated | pay to run it for custom work alone. Ho
ideas of ouv;present state, wo may safely | has therefore asked fora smail honus from
calculate upon hiviug enteréd apon a, the mumapahity to enable lnm:to change
steady aud progressive prusperity, with | the null to the roller process ; n‘n(l m re-

which there is nu reason to frar unpleas-
‘ant reactions.

While we have reachied prosperity, and l
made great progress dumu the pust four
years, there is sill uo roum for lingering

turu for such assistance he offersito grind
| fifty bushels of wheat yearly for each
ratepayer, at the rate of ten. cents per
bushel,:or.a reduction of fico.cents from
the usual rate. He also - agrees to chop

speculative collapse, journal and interests | in our onward worvewent. Duiing the | thuty bundred weight of -gromnat eight

have gone linked together through the

coming four yews we have Lefo.e us the

cents per hundred wcwht to use our cor-

depths of depression, nud the slow process | greal work of Luilding a railway to the | vospondents words, *a redugtion.in itsolf

of return to prosperty.

been passed’ througl, and panic ouly has
been avoided, so that all of the past four
years have not bLeen sunshine with the
commercial interests of the Northwest no.
'p‘easant and profitable to the publisher.
The dark days are over for the present at
least, andit is to Le hoped that journal aud.
interests will now pass™through years of
prosperity-linked together as-Josely aud
inseparably as they were in the days of
.depression.

When the first number of Tug Comuen-
c1aL made its appearance, railway com-
munication westward had scarcely crossed
the western boundary of Manitoby, and to
‘the cast it still failed to veah the shores
of Lake Superior. The city of Winnipeg
was o railway centre, with radiating lines

_ending at-nowhere, while now prosperous
towns and cities in other portions of
Manitoba were mere villages. Now the
city and province are linked with Loth
‘the: Atlantic .and Pacitic coast, while

within the Canadian Novthwest, the term.

app]iea to the country from the castern
boundary of Manitoba to the Rocl\y
Mountains, nearly seventeen llundu.d
miles of mllway are iu operation, and
several promising cities, besides scoves. of
-growing and prosperous towns and vil-
lages are now sc}x ered over, what five
years.ago was;unbroken prairie.
The Northwest when Tur CoMMERCIAL.
first appeared Wis 2 new cou ntry, import-
_ing néarly all its- supplics aind exporting
'vpractxcally nothing, whercas the-exports
of the city of Wmmpen alone during 1555
‘xeached ai aggregate valie of $2,180,820,
and ‘those of the " province: of Manitoba
for 1886 promhise to aggregate-if -they do
not excecd a:value of 35,000,000
\Ve have now.safely yathered in a har
vest whxch will aud «rcatly to the expoits

the great northern oatlot for our products.
We have the duty ot freciug 6glrscl\’és
from the chaiu of railway wonopoly with
which. we are bound dowp, and which so I
impedes and wicumbers us 1u -0ut -pro-
gress.  Wo have the additional dut.y of
secuting scttlers § for our fex tile lands, so |
that we may tuhe our proper place as a
populous laud of pleaty. These and other
duties are before us, aud in grappling
‘ with them the progressive element of our
| country will find one nbflinchiug support-
: er in Tug CoMMERCIAL, and one guided
' by the motto “ ever aggressive.” In the
'strugglmg years that have passed, we
have had'the steady support and confid- |
ence of the commercial commuemty.arouind I
us, and in the moze yrosperous era which
has now dawned, it shall be our aim to
vetain the same

THE-BONUS SYSTE.M AGAIN,

Ve have received a. communication:
‘rom Mr. dJ. B. Ratherford, of Stonewal),
called’forth by.the- perusal of an -article
published in Tue CoMyirciaL of the 14th
instant, dealing with municipal indebted-.
ness. Our correspondent refers to that:
portion of the article in- which -allusion-
was made o the indiscriminate mauner
in which-bonuses have Leen voted.for the
establishmeunt of roller flour mills.  Mr..
Rutherford says.: ¢ Whilst 1 agree with
your remarks in .the main, :there are ex-
; ceptional iustanves where it'isa goqdin-
y vestment  for
| enterprises that atford accommodation. the |
| ratepayers cannot. well afford to do with-

out” OQur-correspondent then ‘instances:
the case of the farmers about Stonc\‘all r
who are compelled. to parchase theit ﬂour I
1°at the vetail price. . for ‘the same, whcre'ls |
they could save 2 constderab]e outlay by
| ‘having their .wheat ground,-wereithére a

umiucnpalitii_zs ‘to, bonus |

Rebellion has | shoves of Hudson's Bay,. -and. opening | sutficient.to.pay each ‘farmer the amount
clouded around, commercial disaster has.

he would haye to contrivute in taxes.”
Under these circumstances it would seem
vhat the farmers (ratépayers) are getting
altogether the best of the bar"nm. Would
not Mr Rutherford .be .money in pocket
in the long vun by raising the funds-neges-
sary-for s undertaking in some other
way-and charging the- regular rates for
s work 1 Howe\ er, if Mr. Rutherford

‘ 1s-willing. t:smake such an armn"ement

it would certamly appeur to, the advantage
of the ratepayers-to .accept it, providing-
the sum asked for is not exorbitant. Such
an avrangement could not be- termed a
bonus. \nthln the strict meaning..of the
word, and would. simply be.an agreement-
between the parties thereto, wheié value
for value would be supposed to be given.

The article in' Tne- CoMMERCIAL Which
our correspondent refers to, was not.in--
tended for .a dissertation -on the bonus
system, ‘The primary. object. of the same
was to show the evils of enciimbering town

-corporations with heavy debts, for what-

ever cause contmcted Refnrence was

.merely made mcxdentnlly ‘to, ‘the. mdls

criminate:manner-in which bonuses had

Deen: voted-for. the- ‘establishment of flour

nli"S, and even. thén it was stated that

¢ this is.probably. the least form..of. the.
evil”

In-Tiie COMMERCIAL of July .13th
there appear,ed,an article dealing with the

“bonus system, in which the following para-

graph occurred:

** Perhaps tlus system of bonusing flour xmlls
is the'least objcctlonnl)lo x'camrc n comxcctwn
with the whole-Lonus- sysu,m, and th(.rt, are
many argumcnts \\luch may be uscd inits fmor
The principal aniong these is the 'u'gumcnt that
.wbetter mavket is. prov ulcd ‘for- thie farmers!
leading, crop, -and that. tho cnhancc(l sprice which
he will rcccuc for hls; W hu\t will. mo ‘¢ than
compcnsah. lnm fur his . slmrc in thc bonus ex-
penditure, 'lhcn thcro mﬁm conyenience to be
- derived from lm\mg o xmll for éustom gnstmg
. purposes,; sinstead of h'wmg to *purclnsc flour,




