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of men, and it needed not much dia-
cornment {0 see that under the new

the Dysantine sourt would
mever willingly tolurate the ancient
indopondence and traditional boldness
of the Roman Bishops.

YOUATION OF THUK WANDRRING NATIONS,

It was therefore high time to find a
balanies (0 the encroachmenta and
sinister designs of those Greeks on
the Bosphorus, who were drifting ever
farther away from the Latin spirit
and ideals; thin the genmus of Ure

, disoovered in the youug barbar.
1an nations of the Weet. 1t would be
wrobg, however, to see in lus conduot
only the cold caloulations of & states
man. It was inluenced simultaneous-
ly by the deep yenrnings of the apostle,
by the purest zeal for the salvaiion
snd betterment of the new races
which lay about him like & whitening
harvest waiting for the sickle of the
spiritual busbandman. While yet a
sumple monk he had extorted from
Pelagiug the permission to ovangelize
the Angles and the Saxons, and had

od some distance when the
discovered their loss and in-

sisted on his return. Were it not for
their selfishness he would huve reached
the shores of Britain and gained per
haps 8 place in the charmed cirele of
King Arthur and the Kuights of the
Round Table, who wero even about
that time engaged 1n the losing con.
fliet for independence winch ended
s0 disastrously at the Badonic Mount.

ARRGORY AND THE LOMUBARDS,

This is not the place to relate the de-
tails of the numerous relations which
G established on sil sides with
the barbarian peoples of llurope. The
nearest (0 bimn were the Lowbards,
the resistless hammeor of the Italo.
Roman State, and one of the most
arrogant and intraotable of all the
Teutonic tribes. His policy wi:h them
is peace at any price. Now he pur.
chases it with ie)h\mnh-;gold. sorely
needed elscwhere, and again he con.
cludes a treaty with these iron Dukes
in the very testh of the ex-arch.

It was hewho restrained this ruyged
and contemptaous race ; who started

them a ocounter-current against
their brutal paganism and their ocold,
narrow, unsentimental Arianism ; who
loft to them, in his own o and
memory, the most exalted type of
f:dnmn' 'u.mnhood.u:;oo fear]
ind gentle, aggressive exduring,
ybumhqt. logsl ‘t&: dge:.)‘i
ing, empire, but d
far-eseing for the ﬁ‘m of Western
bumasity, whose future remaissance
he must have vaguely falt as an Au-
gustine or & Salvian.

GREGORY AND THE FRANKS.

Beyond the Alps the descendanis of
Clovis had consolidated ail of Gaul
uonder Frankish rule.
lics they were 100 often purely natural

i restrained with difSenlty
from the ggu&:‘lt excesses and guilty
in every regn ol wauton oppression of
Glgmh and people. Th? sold the

sses 40 the bhi .
y often intinded into these
places of bonor and inflasnce their
soldiers or theircourtiers.  With great
tact aod prudence Gregory dealt with
thess semi-Chrstian kings. In his
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;
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powerful alliesin his apoatolis desigus,
and opened that long and beneficent
carcer of early mediwval Christiamity
when the youthful nations grow strong
aud ocoslesced under the tutelage of
the Papuey, whioh healed their dis-
cords, kmtted them togother, anl
transmitted to them the spirit, the
laws, the tongnus, the arts and the
culturs of Groece and Romo -tressures
that, in all probability, would othur.
wise have perished utterly.

GRKGORY AND THE ANGLO-RAXON,

No act of Giregory's eventful caureer
has had such momentous consequences
as the conversion of the Angles and
the Saxons. They were, 1f possible,
a 1oroe hopoless lot than the Lombards;
revengeful, avaricious and lustfu),
knowing ounly one vice—cowurdice,
and practising but one virtue—courage.
Though distant, the fame of tuer
brutality had reached the ends of the
earth. Moreover, they had siready
nearly exterminatcd a flounishing
Christianity, that of Keltic Britain,
In & word, they wero not so very
unhke the Iroquois when Breboeuf and
Latlemant undertook their evangeliza
tion. [ need not go over the recita}
of their convermon. All his life
(iregory cherished this act as the
greatest of his hfe. He refers to it in
his correspondence with the Kast. and
it consoled him in the midat of fuilures
and discouragements, His great soul
shines out through the pages of Bede,
who has left us a detailed narrative of
this event -his boundless confidence
in God, his use of purely spiritual
weapons, his large and timely tolera-
tion. For theso rude Saxons he
would onlist all the sympathy of the
Franks aud the co-operation of the
Britsh clergy. Hedirscts in iminutest
detail the progress of the mission, and
provides during lite the men and
means necded to carry it on. Truly
he may be called the apostle »f the
Euglish, for, though he never touched
their moil, he burned with the desire
to die among them and for them ; he
opened to them the gate of the hea
venly kingdom and introduced them
to the art and literature and culture of
the great Christian body on the con-
tineat.

ROME AND THR ANGLO SAXONS,

Henceforth the Saxon wasno longer
the red Indian of the classic peoples,
but a member of the world-wide
Church. In the long history of Clris-
tisn Rome she never knew a more
romantic and deep-sct attachment on
the part of any people than 1. of
the Angles and the Saxons, who for
osnturies cast at hier foet not only their
faith and their hearts, but their lives,
thuir crowns and their very home
itmelf. Surely there must bave been
something extraordinary in the char-
acter of their first apostle, a great
well-spring of affection, s happy and
sympathelic estimate of the national
charaster, to pour forth such an out-
pouring of gratitude and such a devo-
tion, not ounly to the Church of Rome,
but to the civilixstion that she repre
sented. To-day the English speaking
pooples are in the van of all human
progress and culture, and the English
tongue is likely to become at no dis-
tant date the chief vehicle of human
thought and hope. Both these peo-
plo and their tongue are to-day great
mcdtu, whnee elements it would
not be easy to But away
back at their fountain hexd, where
they first issue from the twilight of
history, there stands a great and noble
figure who gave them their first im
petus on the path of religion and re-
finement, and to wbomdmx: always
belong a large share oredit
which they enjoy.

GREGORY AS FOPE, ADMINISTRATOR, WRITER.

As Pops and administrator of the
sacesssion of Peter, Gregory ranks
among the greatest of that series. His
porsotial sanctity, his inflasnee as &
preacher, his interest in the public
worship and his devotion to the poor

are only what we might expect from a
realous monaatic bishop ; but Gregory
was eminent in all these while surpass
ingly great in other things. No i’ope
has ever exercised 8o much influence
by his writings, on which the middle
nges were largely formed as far as
practical ethics and the discipline of
life were concerned, o laid out the
work for the mediweval Popen, und n
his person and cureer was a worthy
type of the bravest and the most
politic among them. Though living
i very critical timos, he maintained
the trust confided to him and handed
it over increased to his successors.
There is no finer model of tho Latin
Christinn spint, aund some will like to
think that he was put there, at the
confines of the old and the new, be-
tween Romanin and tiothia, to with-
stand the ilood of Iiyzautinism, to
save the \Western barbarian for Latin
influences and to sccure to Europe
the transmission of the larger and
more congenial Latin culture.

Lorg ages have gone by since he
was gathered to his rest (GO4: in the
portico of old St. Peter’s with Julius
and Damasus, L.eo and Gelasius, and
all the long line of men who built up
the spiritual greatness of Rome. Le-
gends have gathered about his memory
like mosses and atreamers on the ven-
erable ouk, and calumny has aimed
some poisuned shufts at his secular
fame. But lnstory defends him from
the uncouscious transformution of the
one and the intentional malice of the
other which ever loves a shining
mark., She shows to the admiring
ages bis portrait, high niched in the
temple of fame, among the benefactors
of humanity, the protector of the poor
and the feeble against titled wealth
and legalized oppression, the apostle
of nations once shrouded in darkness,
now the foremost torch-bearers of hu
manity—one of that very small num-
ber of men who. holding the lighes:
authority, administer it without fault,
lead unblemished lives and find time
and opportunity to heal, with voice
and pen and hand the ills of a suffer-
ing world, and advance its children on
a path of unbroken progress, guided
by the geuius of pure religion, consoled,
elevated and parified by all that the
nobleat thought and the wildest ex-
perience of the past can offer.

Liverty and Livense.

Trunslated for the Reyqister.

Amongst the traths recently enaun.
ciated for the benefit of the students
of the Catholic Institute of Paris by
the eminet Rector, Mgr. D'Hulet, is
the following definition of liberty :

«* I wish to speak to you of Liberty.
But do not faucy that I am goiug to
decry it or denounce it) Tbat would
be poor tactics on my part, for I well
know how you love liberty and how
jealous you sre of her righte. Nor
would it be sincere on my part, for {
myaolf love her and wish you to enjoy
her hlessings.

«“ But merely to love liberty is not
eaough, we must aiso kuow it well,
and koow precisely in what it consists ;
this is necemsary in order that our
liberty may be secure. How wany
youug mea bave lost it and beoome
slaves, because they did not see it
where it is to be found !

reach it by pursaing license, but what
they found wes servitude !

vanished, or rather it has becorme loss
immediste and less visible. Mental
sloth, habits of se)f induigence, & dis-
orderly life—all theee entail u sure
and heavy penulty, it is true; but
thers is & long term of credit, and the
delay of punishment easily merges into
impunity.

** The onv important thing above all
others is to grasp the philosophical
trath, which is, moreover, and above
all, a dogme of our faith—that liberty
has ita seat within. Frown thence, no
doubt, it sbeds its rays abroad; but
vainly would you seek for it in its
outward manifestations it its interior
source were dried up or exhauated,
Tbe abeence of material impediments
promotes the expansion of liberty, but
it is not iteelf liberty. See St. Paul
bound to th2 pillar which some of you
may bave venvrated at Rome, in the
crypt of Saunta Maria in Via Lata.
He caunot, it is true, go where he
pleases, but bis will is free, and he can
love, serve aud announce Jesus Christ,
aud gein soul for him. The irons
binding his hands avd his feet do not
arrest his speech : ‘Tur wokp o Gop
I8 NOT TO BR FETTRRED,'

“Look, now, at his persecutors.
They come and go as they please in the
great city. But whither do they go!
They go where passion hurriea them,
where avarice or luxury or intewper-
ance has set thew their task, or where-
soever the force of opinion , or fashion,
or the fear of offending Cwsar compels
them togo. Arethey free! No, they
are slaves! For what they do they
tbemselves condemu. They seem to
move and act of thewmselves; bLut, in
very truth they are but moved and
dragged hither and thither.

“You see, then, that true liberty is
to be found in a will capable of grap.
pling with the powers of this lower
world, because it has itself yielded sub.
mission to the law and yoke of reason
and to the sovereiguty of G;d."

.B. H.
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What France Escaped,

It was a dark horse, after a.l that
won the P’residentis! atakes, writes
Eugene Davis in commenting on the
recent crisis. Several days before the
election day only two candidates for the
Presidency of the French Kepublic,
M. Waldeck Roumean and Henri
Brisson were on the field. The latter,
who is the President of the Chambre
des Deputes, it was anticipated, would
be the pext President of the Fren:h
Republic. His defeat was o boon to
the cause of the Catholicity in France.
Heori Brisson is and hes heen for
years occupying the important position
of Chiet of the Frremasons of Paris.
This saturnine and bilious bigot hates
Christisnity with all the spleen and
rage of Voltaire. The ors of the per.
secution of the French Catholic Church
would be revived it the generalissimo
of the Parisan Freemasons were chicf
magistrate of France. No Oatdo'ic
chaplain would reside in the Elysee
Palace ; no masm would be celebrated
ou Suodays or holidays in its chapel.
The tirst President of the French Re-
public, Adolph Thiers, was an infidel.
Jales Grevy, the third President, was
an indifferentist as to bis religious
views: but Mme. Grevy and her
daugbter were devout Catholice, and
they compelled the President to obtain
tho services of a Catholic chaplain,
who would be their epiritual adviser,
and who would celebrate mass on Sun-
day and bolidays in the chapel of the
Elyoce. Marsbal Mac Mabon, Carnot
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