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persons who took an interest in law to do the same. He strongly condemned
the system of cramming. The one good thing about crarnming was that it
cultivated a habit of close attention, without which a man wotuld flot be good for
much in the legal profession. To mnaster bis subject the student must get hold of
general principles, and hie could flot do this by cramming. H-e wvould be the
last person to say that a mani could become a Iavver by attending -lectures. -One
might ns well say that a man could becorne a shoernaker by studying the anato-
my of the foot. The principles expounded in the lectures mnust bc appli' 1 ini the
offices of legal practitioners. Unless thev combined the two things tl.. y could
flot expect bo make headway in their profession. It wvas said that the law was
' going dc wn,' that it wvas niot wvhat it tised to be, and that it wvas hardly Nvorth
entering upon. He believed that was an entire mistake. There never Nvas a
tîme Nvhen so much was donc to rentier the law free frorn technicalitv and to
make good sense and reason and love of truth prevail. Technicality ater tech-
nicality was being brushed away' with a rapidity only known to those woclosely
observeti the process. If one went into a court of law aud listened to au argu-
ment hoe would seldorn find hirnself bewildered now by' technicalities. WVhat lie
wotild see- was a desire first of ail to get at the facts, andti en to apply the law.
Subtleties wvere laughed at nowv that wotild have been li.stenedtu twtenty-tive
years ago. What was the groti for siying that the law~ as a profession was
not %vhpt it used to be ? So far as lie kne%%ý, it wvas that owving to recent changes
it %vas fouind that a great deal of work which useti to be doue by rising barristers
could nov be done by solicitors' clerks. The public, he thouglit, were entitieti
to the benetit of this discovery. B3ut apart from this lie saw no sign whatever
that the Iaw was in any sense going dow~n. On the contrary, he saw~ signs every-
where that it %vas becoinig a niobler and nobler profession ; anti it coulti fot fail
to progress in that direction so long as there w~as a desire to discredit technical-
ities andi Pursue truth and justice, corne wvhat rnight. H-e w,ýishted to give the
youing Mnen hie sawv before himi the benefit of a long experience flot only as regards
thLir studies but as regards their conduct in life. Firat of ail hie would say, let
them throw thieir whole soul into their profession. A man mwho diti not do that
%vis flot worthy of it. To succeeti in the law a man must make it part of bis
religion. He did not know of any instancc where a mian wtxo hati done that hati
failed. Another thing wvas that they shoulti never do anything when the5 were angry.
If they wrote a letter when they were angry it would probably recoil ou their
own heatis. If at the bar thy lost their temper, they flot only disarmed them-
eelves, but put a double-etigeti qword ini the hands of their opponents. They
must ixever advise a client tilt they had a ftI' knowledge of the material facts in the
case, and they ought never to ativise an appeal the day î'hey were beaten. He
regardeti the study of the law as part of a liberal education, whether the student
meant to go in for the Iaw as a profession or not. }Every young mian ought to
know setnething of the laws of the country in whicb hoe lived. Andi the more
dernoeratic the country beamne the more essential was this. In particular ho
rcomnendt-d the study of the history of tb-ý country since the Refortn Bill of
itî3* sifle whieh tiue Exîgland had becrne more and more democratic."
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