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HUMOROUS PHASES 0F THEc LAw.

ing themselves generally useless and in the
way. There is a bald fat man, with spectacles,
Upon the bench, whose chief occupation seems
to be to discomfit one or the other of two thin
bald men, with spectacles, at the bar. Di-
rectly under the judge's bench sits the clerk,
whose principal duties, or rather pleasures,
are to make fees, and to construct good citizens
out of aIl sorts of foreign materials in the
rough. Close at bis elbow, at this, moment,
Sits a prisoner, who with a broad grin on bis
face is laborously signing bis namne to a certain
paper writing; well may he smile, for it is
"Ihis own recognizance"' for bail that he is
Subscribing, and he is doubtless thinking what

aMuff" the judge muist be to let Iiim off on
such easy security. Tho aged crier, wbo looks
as if hoe migbt have come over in the " Ma y-
fiower," rises and drones forth bis mechanical
"4oyez," in the same wbine that bas cbarac-
terized iJ ever since the blessings of legal
forms dawned upon its perisbing race. The
Iawyers, w-ho really act among tbemselves as
if they are a good sort of fellows, and seem

i* unseasonably bappy and jovial for persons
having so miucb on their consciences, are talk-

Sy ing and laughing, in no wise dismnayed by the
caution of tbe crier's formula. Tbov evidently
feel under no more restraint than the disre-
Spectful son, whose father excused bis sauci-
iless, on the ground tbat they wero SO well
acquainted that they said almnost any thing

* they pleased to cadi otber. "Silence la
court !" says bis honor, rapping the bench
with the knife witb which hoe bas been peeling
an apple while hie read the morning newspa-
por; at the same timo looking severely in
every direction except that frora whicli the

L disturbance evidently comes. At this signal,r the superannuated persons, bearing polos, agi-
tate themselves out of tbeir sornnolency,
rnaking great pretense of activity in suppress-
ingan linagrinary tumult, and shortly go to
roost on thoir polos again. AIl this time the
hum of the great noisy world outside acts like
a soporillc on the senses.

"lCal the grand jury," says the judge.
After they are called and sworn to keep al
Sorts of secrets, îýncltidingr Iltheir own and
their fellovs " (and bore seems to be a reason
why wornen, in any milleniuîn of fomale
Bovereignty, can neyer act as grand jurors),
his honor appoints the mo;t; cèorpulent and
inactive one as foreman. Thon, after a caution
from the old crier to the bystanders to 1,keep
Sience on pain of fine and imprisonmont
(Whicb seems quite unnocessary, because at
tbls juncture the spectators are always in
broatbless suspense to learn if it is possible
for the judge to say any thi ng new), bis honor
lises, and the jury also rise, with unmixod
%we and respect imprinted on their counten-

nCes, and bis honor proceeds to charge them,
Witb horse, foot and dragoons." It is cus-

tOflary to observe in opening, that although
they may properly be supposed to be some-
What famiiiiar witb their duties (wbich is not

improbable, considering that ehe public are
thus made acquainted withi them three or'four
times a year), yet it is required of hlmi to make
a few general remarks. H1e then proceeds, at
an hour's length, to iinform thefl that they are.
the conservators of the public peace, and the
safeguard of Society ; that they are selected
fromn the most intelligent and respectable por-
tion of the commun ity to protect their persons
and property fromn the hand of the violent, and
to point out the ofl'onder to public justice. H1e
then overwhelms them with a sense of their
tremendous responsibility, and the solernnity
of thoir position. 11e then impresses on them
the novel theory that no man is so high as to
be above, or so low as to be boneatb, tboi roach
of the law. le then opens up to thom the
terrible consequences which would ensue if
they should fait to proserve strict secrecy as
to their deliborations and proceedings, and

gives them. a timely caution to be impartial
and unprejudiced. H1e then usually reminds
them that their whole dutý' is pointed out ini
their oatb, which lio proceeds to analyze,
making each component part the text for a
short discourse of say fiftecn minutes ; but
this, as it is merely a repetition of what he has
already said, it is unnecessary for us to go
tbrough. le then rominds tbem. of the ne-
cessity of being utterly devoid of partiality and
prejudioc. Next he caîls their attention to
several offences which our legislature have
deerned so much more heinous than afl others,
as to be worthy of specific reprobation. such
as vending intoxicating beverages to drunken
Bien, %vitbout having paid the state for the

prvlege; lending money at the rate of interest '

ivhich the parties tbink it worth, when it hap-
pons to exceed what the state thinks it worth;
taking money from a candidate for voting- for
hlmi when the purchased party would have
voted for hini in any event, and s0 forth.
These injunctions are undoubtedly most ex-
cellent in a moral viow, but are neyer knowfl
to produée the slightest practical effect. 110
then again exhorts themn to divest thoîr minds
of every tlîing like partiality or prejudice.
And finally ho winds up, in a comprehiensive,
well-roun(led and olaboraàte sentence (usuallyv
written beforchand), designed to comprise ahl
thatt ho bas said before (with an additional
roînark about the improprioty of partialîty and
prejud(ice), and thus impress it on their minds;
and with a bland and soothing remnder of,
the reliance that the commuflity Place upon
their ilnimpeachable and unquestioned and
unvarying integrity, intelligence and impartial-

ity li dimisesthem to their secret charnbert
under the guidance of one of the paralytics,
who descends fromn his roost for the purpose.
The reporters for the press are very busy all
this time, and next day the newspapers, with

remarkablIe unanimitY, compliment bis honor

on his able, learnod and cloquent "Icharge to i
the grand jury." It bas been frequently no-
ticed that the said reporters, at or about thesame time, are to be seen emergîng in a body


