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The Governor of Virginia, Sir Thomas Dale, was so well pleased 
with the success of this expedition that he at once dispatched Argali 
on another, with three vessels, to destroy the settlement of Port Royal 
and everything of French occupancy he could discover. Argali 
took with him Captain h'lury and the Jesuits, and cleared for Acadie 
with this roving commission to carry fire and sword into the disputed 
territory. The first landfall he made was at St. Sauveur, the scene 
of his late victory, where he had not made as clean a sweep of all 
improvements as suited his taste in such matters. There he pulled 
down a cross, to gratify his religious feelings, and burned the build­
ings, and doubtless would have sowed the clearing in salt, after the 
Oriental custom, if that article had been on hand. In the old 
Norman fashion he made a lavish use of the firebrand and left noth­
ing that would burn.

He stood across the bay to Port Royal and there all was deserted. 
The few who lingered took to the woods at sight of the enemy in 
such force. However, they ventured back and Biencourt, son of 
the Baron, failed to make terms of peaceable trade, and Argali 
destroyed the fort and houses that had cost a hundred thousand 
crowns, and even picked out of the stone the names of de Monts 
and his official associates, and sailed away in triumph. To the Baron 
this was the last straw that was to break the back of the enterprise 
that he had abandoned, and he then entered the service of the King 
and managed to get honorably killed in a besiegement where a fellow 
‘‘wickedly moved a catapult and struck him on the breast, and the 
subsequent proceedings interested him no more,” 1615, in the fifty- 
eighth year of his age. He was a notable and interesting figure in 
the earliest annals of our Province. Captain Argali was getting on 
in the world. He was realizing that nothing succeeds like success. 
The Earl of Warwick for mercenary reasons took him under his 
influential patronage, and he was made Deputy Governor of Vir­
ginia, where he enforced the Sabbath laws with edifying rigor. Had 
there been another French settlement in all Acadie when he had 
wiped out Port Royal we may be sure it would not have been spared. 
There were no longer any homes of white men in all this region. 
While a serious check had been placed upon French colonization by 
this act of Argali's, still the fishermen and fur traders continued 
their vocations in no very small way. More than five hundred 
vessels sailed annually from France to these western waters to 
engage in fishing and trading with the “sauvages,” as they were always
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