here, therefore, to suggest to anybody that

it is his duty to forget those from whom he

descends, or to repudiate the race to which
\ he belongs. But, there is a time and a
place for everything. Here, to-day, when
we are dealing with a question, a right or a
wrong decision on which will carry with it
' consequences that none of us can foresee
consequences that will have to be borne,
not by ourselves alone, but by our children
and our children’s children for many
generations—am I not right in saying that
it is incumbent upon us to concentrate our
minds upon the one fact that we are all

Canadians, and that this is a question of
what is the duty of Canadians to Canada
here and now.

I would have made no reference to the
matter of which I am about to speak if the
hon. gentleman who has just resumed his
seat (Mr. Lafortune) had not taken upon
himself the responsibility of telling you,
Mr. Speaker, and this House, not only what
my constituents in the division of Montreal,
St. Anne, thought about this question, but
that he has come here to tell us the settled
“eonviction of every Canadian of Irish blood
within this country, and he says that they
are all convinced the same way. The hon.
gentleman will allow me to question his
authority for making that statement. The
men of my blood speak for themselves, and
the men of my blood who have the glorious
privilege of being Canadians, are as
thorough Canadians as breathe within the
limits of the territory of this country.
They do not need the direction of my very
good and very highly esteemed friend from
Montcalm to tell them what they eught to
think about this subject.

The hon. gentleman was eloquent about
- the lack of mandate with regard to a great
many other things, and as he spoke I asked
myself whence came 'ws mandate to speak
in this House for all Canadians of the Irish
race.

There was not one exception; he knew all
about #. Then he bewailed my sad fate:
that I shonld be standing alone, separated
from them all. I thank him for his sym-
pathy, but I do not feel that I need it.

The people of my race are as intelligent a
people—I am paying them a high compli-
ment when I say that—as the peeple of the
raca of the hon. member for Montealm.
That means that they are quite capable of
judging for themselves, and that they will
consider this matter from the standpoint of
Canadians anxions to do their duty. 1 do
not doubt that there will be differences of
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opinion among them; some will reach one
conclusion, and some will reach another.
But they will not, as the member for Mont-
ealm says they will, in one body pronounce
themselves absolutely on one side of a ques-
tion, with regard to which there are argu-
ments serious pro and arguments serious
con. The hon. gentleman is entirely mis-
taken when he undertakes the responsibility
of making that suggestion. He will allow
me, further, to eubmit that he is a little
rash in assuming that responsibility simply
as the result of attendance at a meeting con-
vened by gentlemen, all of them my very
good and very highly esteemed friends, but
all of them members of the Liberal party in
Montreal. The member for Montcalm went
to that meeting and, in consequence,
apparently considers that te him has
been handed over, as it were, the
entire Irish race in Canada, and he
comes here and represents that the Irish
race in Canada are throwing their weight
and judgment in one scale in regard to this
matter. That is not exceedingly modest on
his part; moreover, I do not know that it is
quite respectful to the people for whom he
undertook to speak. Nothing is more danger-
ous than for a man of one race to speak for
the people of another, unless it be a man of
one race to undertake to instruct the people
of another in regard to their duty. I should
have made no reference at all to the race
to which I belong if it had not been for the
somewhat extraordinary undertaking of the
hon. member for Montcalm. When I go
back to my constituents to render an ac-
count of what I have said, what I have done,
and what I purpose doing on this question,
I shall go to meet them all as Canadians, of
whatever race they may be, and 1
shall make my justification to them all.
It would be a matter of great regret ‘o me
if these Canadians of my own race ghould
disagree with me upon this question. But
they will exercise their judgment, and they
will credit me with the sincerity for which
I give credit to them and to the men of
any other race who may reach a conclusion
different from my own. But I shall not ask
the member for Montcalm to intervene or
to mediate between me and my constit-
nonts, of whatever race they may be. I
#hall go forth with a good conscience; I
shall meet all my friends in St. Anne’s
and whatever their view may be they will
grest me as they have greeted me in the
past, notwithstanding this judgment upon
me by the hon. member for Montcalmy
Down in 8t. Anne’'s we do have difierences



