
Another clinical feature of these so-called scrofulous glands

is the tendency to extension to other unaffected glands in their

immediate neighborhood. The disease will show itself, it maj

be, in a single gland, and will in due course extend, so that the

entire chain of glands become implicated, thus showing a marked

contrast with enlarged glands from other causes, these latter are

generally single, and do not tend to implicate others. Constitu-

tional remedies do not appear to possess any controlling power,

but, like a smouldering fire, the action will go on regardless of all

attempts to arrest it by either local applications or constitutional

remedies. The disease, if left to itself, or if treated by internal

and local means, will be found to follow the same course as above

described. Abscesses will form and open, sinus or ulcers be

left, which in due' course, if they do heal, will leave the part

seamed, scarred and disfigured. While this local injury is in

progress, we cannot prevent the infection of other vital organs,

as this bacillus is in length about one-third the diameter of a

blood-corpuscle, and in thickness it is stated to be one-fifth of its

own length. A micro-organism of such a size is capable of

entering the blood-stream, or of getting into lymphatic vessels,

and of being carried to any organ or gland of the body. It

naturally follows that if tubercle is in verity a mere inflammatory

change due to the presence of this microbe, the sooner the

microbe is removed the better, and the safer for the patient's life.

Very little is known concerning the actual mode of entrance

of the microbe. Various theories have been proposed on this

point, and perhaps all are correct, as they possess the semblance

of truth. There is, however, one other fact in this connection to

which experience points, which is, that individuals are not sub-

ject in the same degree to the chances of infection. It has been

supposed that the bacillus may enter by the stomach or lungs, or

some abraded surface, cuticular or mucous, and yet do no harm.

The power of protection appears to reside in healthy-living

tissue. But if there is some defect in constitution, some special

vulnerability, the microbe meets with suitable soil, and will there

develop. It has been suggested that the peculiar soil in which

the bacillus grows may with propriety be called scrofulous, and

that the seed itself, the consequences of its growth and the mani-


