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lie must act up to his hi^li character. He seemed like an
hero impelled, by high ideas of chivalry, to fight, conquer
or die, without attendins; tu the needful cautious and prep-
arations. His first othcer he left sick on shore; his next
ofticer was soon killed ; soon after which he fell himself,

Uttering the never to be forgotten words, *• Don't give
UP THE SHIP," which has since become a sort of national

motto. While the British captain prudently dreased him-
self in a short jacket and round hat, so as not to distin-

guish himself from the other oDicers, our Capt. Lawrence,
>vho was six feet and four inches tail, was in his uniform
and military hat, a fair and inviting mark for the enemy's
sharp shooters. No one doubted his bravery, but some
have called his prudence in rjuestion.

This heroic man and his Lieutenant, Ludlow, were
three times buried with great military pomp ; first atHal-
ifax—then at Salem, and last of ail at New York. The
name of Lawrence is consecrated in America, while his

ever unlucky ship is doomed to everlasting ignominy ; for

this was the vessel that preferred allowing the British

ship Leopard to muster her crew, instead of sinking, with
her colors flying.

In the month of August, Halifax was alarmed, or pre-

tended to be alarmed, by a rumor that the prisoners on
IVlelville Island, which is about three miles, or less, from
the town, meditated a sally, with a delermination of seiz-

ing the capital of Nova Scotia. They immediately took
the most serious precautions^ and screwed up their muni-
cipal regulations to the highest pitch. All the loyal cit-

izens entrusted with arms, were ordered to keep them-
selves in readiness to march at a minute's warning to re-

pel the meditated attack of about a thousand unarmed
yankees, rendered formidable by a reinforcement ol* a few
dozen half starved soldiers, who were taken by the In-

dians and British and sent from Quebec down the river

St. Lawrence, to the formidable American post on Mel-
ville Island, under the command of turn-key Grant ! who
was himself under the command of Lieut. General Mr.
Agent Miller I

It was reported and believed by many in Halifax, that

the prisoners had made arrangements for the attack, and
had sworn to massacre every man, woman and child.

When we found that they really believed the ridiculous
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