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•JtiS soil, COVKltEl) WITH To.\ns AMI M I'SIIUOOMS.

fell into till' river u'avc noui'isliincnt or bait to the (i.sli,

wliicli yivw to a laru'i' size lliis scaso and the Indians

oaiiii'lit tlii'm ill ii'i'cat ([uaiitities, os[KH'ially oels in the

vicinity of Toniata.

All the soil on lliat island, wliieli is very sliallow,

was covered this season with tliousands of little toads.

In tlie environs we found jplenty ol niusjiroonis live or

six inches ainirt and nearly three inches lliick at tlio

l>ase. of a most luscious taste. M. de \'au(h'i'uil sent

up at tliat time, foi'ty Ahenakes from down the river,

to whom M. Toiichot g-avo the Isle des CJalots to plant.

stint;', wi'ic cviilcnlly (Hic or ninrc s|ircii's nf the extensive irenns

VldmiiiiKiu.i, tin' liirvie ni wliicli iii^ewise live in llie wiilei', iind wliieli

in tlieir i>ert'eet state lire exetssivcly niinienins in iliinip, siiiided

sitiiuliuns iilonir tne niiiruins df slreiinis, where they t'rei|iieiitly asso-

ciate tosetliiT to enuM.ire in a rial ilanees, in mwiiiius made up dlsueh

immense nninhers that at a short distance nil' they apiiear like cliiiids

lit' siiKilxe. 'I'lir-e niidiies are siieh tiny creatures, and so very sell

and delicate that tliey miuht appniprialejy he termed tlakes ot' ento-

i:iiili)i;ieal )iiliil iitlnni,, or the tithes' liliiic'-iiinii;,! ( I'liiid t'nr tish, hein.i;

the (inly purpiiM' tor whiih they a|ipear tn ha\e lieen ereated).

Hence, althi)Uj;h their nmnhers are sn immense, I ha\e never met

with an instance in w hieh tlieii' perisliinir remains were strewed upon

the ui'ound sii prot'nsely as to impart their colipr lo the snrtliee ; and

the statement that they oecnrred on this island in sneli (|niinlities as

to cover tiic surtiiee, in some plaees to a depth ol t\\ o to t'onr inches,

and reiniirini: to he shovelled aside like newly fallen snow, appears

almost ineredihle. none ot'oiiraccoiints ot'thesi' insects recordinLr any

approach loa similar plienomenon.

In each ot' these irroujis ot' insects wiiiih I hiive mentioned, the

species are so nnmerons, and many of them so elosejy similar lo each

other, tliai it is only hy oliser\ ations maiie at the locality referred to,

and at the same period of the year, that tlie pai'ticiilar species to

wliieh M. Ponchot alhidescan lie ascerlained.

Itespectlnlly yoni's.
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