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THE

PREFACE.
DURING the druggies of a great nation for her fafety,

or renown, conjunAares often arife, when the citizen*

whofe ftation does not admit of his giving advice, ought to

offer his informations. The prefent [1782] feemed to be

fuch a time. And the Compiler of the following iheets,

having collefled for a greater work various documents wit^

regard to the national refources, thought it his duty to make

an humble tender to the public of that authentic intelli-

gence, which, amidll the wailings of defpondency, had

brought conviAlon and comfort to his own mind.

Little have they iludied the theory of man, or obfcrved his

familiar life, who have not remarked, that the individual

finds the higheft gratification in deploring the felicities of the

paft, even amidft the pleafures of the prefent. Prompted thus

by temper, he has in every age complained of its decline and

depopulation, while the world was the mod populous, and its

affairs the mod profperous. Yet, is there reafon to hope, that

as found philofophy triumphs over ilUfoundeii ^Tcjudices,

the people of thefe iflands will become lefs fubjefl lo the do-

minion of periodical apprehenfions, far lefs to the lading

impredlons of fancied mifery, 1;. -j • •

The reader, who honours the following Iheets with an at-

tentive perufal, may probably find, that theughwe have ad-

vanced, by wide deps, during the lad century, m the fcience

of politics, we have dill much to learn ; but that the fummit

can only be gained, by fubdituting accurate refearch for de-

lufive fpeculationj^ and by rejeAing zeal of paradox, for mo-

deration of opinion *
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