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encounters, and the curtain falls for almost fifty years ; though 
behind its folds we may still hear the war cry of the Savage 
and the shriek of his tortured prisoner. Then follows another 
century, the few but vivid records of which are gleaned from the 
relations of the Jesuit Fathers, whose history in New France is 
a marvel of missionary self-sacrifice and devotion. Finally, the 
contest becomes known as the French and Indian war, and 
thenceforward we have its written history.

The frontier which separated these two great aboriginal fami
lies was nearly coincident with that between the United States 
and Canada. The valleys of the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa 
comprised numerous tribes of brave, muscular, athletic war
riors, who, for want of a better terra, may be called Algonkins. 
Farther west, extending to the great lakes, lived the powerful 
Hurons, their friends and allies. Their enemies were the Iro
quois, whose hunting grounds extended from the western 
slope of the Green Mountains to the southern shore of Lake On
tario. Their principal villages were in Central New York, in a 
line extended west from the south end of Lake George. History 
gives no account of a native race, surpassing the Iroquois in all 
the qualities which constitute the savage ideal of physical per
fection. They were tall and erect in stature, their limbs were 
as active and strong as those of the trained athlete. It was 
their chief pride, next to skill and courage in battle, that they 
were insensible to pain, fatigue and hunger. The business of 
their lives was war against their northern enemies. To this 
they were educated from infancy. Their sports as well as their 
labors tended to their physical development. In their educa- 
tion nothing was omitted which could make them cruel, proud 
and brav e, superior to physical hardship, insensible to tortures 
such as could only be devised by savage ingenuity. They con
stituted a great power among the native families. On the west, 
they conquered and annihilated the Erie nation, and swept
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