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most pleasant recollections of their visit to tbis
part of the empire.

The assassination of President McKinley bas
elicited a universal feeling of sympathy and
sorrow throughout the civilized world and,
though Canada has happlly so for heen free
from crimes of this charaoter, the clzee proxi-
Imity to the United States may make it advls-
able to jobn our efforts to the efforts o! the
United States and other nations and to provide
by legislation for the adeciuate punishment of
those who, eltber by speech or writing, Incite
fanatics to the perpetration of sucb horrible
cmimes.

The returns of the late census will be laid
before you and, wbile the absolute Increase la
the number of ipopulation la n3t s0 great as5
mlght have been expected, the evidences of
growth in wealth and ln the general tokens of
prosperous development are highly satisfactory.
There is good reason aise to belleve that the
Increase of population durîng the latter baif o!
the decade has been very greatly ln excess of
the average of former years and that in the
near future we may 103k for a mnuch more
rapid growtb than occurred during the period
oovered by the lsst two censuses.

Application having been made by the Canadian
Pacific Itailway Company for approval of an ln-
crease o! bts capital, to ment the demand for
addltional rolllng stock and other bmproved
facilities, for handling the growing traffic, my
ministers availed themaeîves o! the ojiportunbty
to stipulate that the long pending question of
the power of the Governor ln Council ta re-
gulate the toila of the company should be suh-
mitted to the courts for a judicial decision.
The correspondence and other papers wIll be
laid before you.

The inventor, Mr. Marconi, having met un-
expected obstacles to the carrying on of bis
experiments In wireless ocean telegraphy ln a
sister colony, my ministers deem It expedient to
Invite hlmn to continue his operations on the
coat of Nova Scotia, and they availed them-
selves of bis presence ln Canada to enter Into
negotiations resultlng In an arrangement
through which, should the project prove as
successful as Io hoped for, the government and
people of Canada will enjoy the beneflts of the
invention on very favourable terms, Including
rates for transatlantic messages very much be-
low those now existing.

1 amn pleased to bnform you that the display
made by Canada of ber products, at tbe several
expositionls at whlch they bave been exhibited
during the last year bas attracted much atten-
tion, and bas already resulted ln many inquiries
and orders for our goods.

I may aise congratulate you on the catisfac-
tory condition ef the revenue and on the
Dteady and continuons expansion of the general
business of the country as cvidenced by the in-
creased volume of exparts and Imports.

Witb the view of stili further facilitating- and
developing our trade with other countries, It
wilI probably be found expedient to Increase the
number of our commercial agencies, and par-
liament will be asked ta consider the desir-
abllity of making addltional provision for that
purpose.

I have also plessure ln ioforming you that the
governments of Australia aod New Zealand
have accepted an invitation from my gavern-
ment to attend a confereoce ln London next
June for the conslderation of trade, transporta-
tion, cable and other matters of interooloniai
concern. and It Is hoped that the meeting may
lead to an extension of Canadian trade witb
those important portions of His Majesty's
Dominions.

I have further to advise you that my gavern-
ment, having caused inquiry to be made, bas
reacbed the conclusion that the establishment
of direct steamship service with South Africa
would enable Canada te secure ln that country
a profitable market for her varled products,
andi, to that end, will endeavour to arrange for
such a service.

His Majesty bas been graciously pleased to
Invite the premier to be present at the core-
manies attending bis Coronation. It is to be
boped that the presenee of the leading states-
men of the sevçral colonies upon -this occasion
will afford an opportunity for the discussion of
subjects of mutual interest which may coneider-
ably affect the development of our trade and
commerce ln -the near future, with the mother
country and with our sîster colonies.

Gentlemen of the House of Commona:

The publice accounts for the last year and the
estimates for the succeeding year wll be laid
before y-ou withcut delay.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate

Gentlemen of the Hou8e of Common8

1 commit the above matters and ail others
which may be submitted to yen, to your earnest
consideratoi, and I rely upon your wiedom and
prudence to deal with tbem ln the manner
which, under Divine Providence_ may prove
most conducive to the best Intereats of Canada.

Hlis Excelleincy the Governor General Wfts
pleased to, retire and the House of Commons
withdrew.


