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few days ago that the peace conference was
likely to be held in Paris on July 29 I
took the opportunity to indicate that I
thought the country would expect the Prime
Minister to go. Certainly we in this section
of the house thought that he should go. I am
glad to learn now that he has decided to
go and I am sure the house will approve that
decision, and the country as well. The occa-
sion, it is needless to say, is a very important
one for Canada and the world; and I believe
all will agree that the Canadian delegation
should be headed by the Prime Minister. I
am sure we all wish for him every success in
this important mission.

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): I thank my bon. friend for
the cordial manner in which he has received
the announcement I have just made, and for
his expressions of good will. I should like at
the same time to thank hon. members gen-
erally for the gracious way in which they
have received and approved the views
expressed by the leader of the opposition.

UNITED NATIONS

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION-MEETING oF
COUNCIL AT GENEVA AUGUST 5

On the orders of the day:
Right Hon. W. L. 'MACKENZIE KING

(Prime Minister): I wish to say a word about
an important conference to be held very
shortly in Geneva. Some days ago I received
from our ambassador in Washington a com-
munication quoting a letter which had been
addressed by Mr. LaGuardia, who is director
general of UNRRA, to the ambassador, and
which has since been forwarded to me. The
letter addressed to our ambassador is under
date of June 27, 1946:
My dear Mr. Ambassador:

The agenda for the forthcoming meeting of
the UNRRA council includes an item regarding
the future of UNRRA. There will m due
course be circulated by the administration coun-
cil documents bearing upon the several aspects
of this problem on which decisions will be
required.

I believe it to be of the greatest importance
that delegations to the council meeting be fully
prepared to discuss this question, and I am,
therefore, sending to you for the information
of your government an aide memoire drawing
attention to the situation. I earnestly hope
that your government will give immediate con-
sideration to this document.

Sincerely yours,
F. LaGuardia,

Director General.
Mr. La Guardia also sent a personal letter to

myself. It is under the heading United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administra-

63260--214j

tion, and is dated Washington, June 29. In
this communication Mr. LaGuardia says in part:

I am now giving some thought to the work
of the forthcoming UNRRA council session. I
am convinced that the meeting will be of great
importance since it must decide what, if any,
future provision should be made for relief acti-
vities. I am sending an aide memoire to you
and other heads of member governments on this
point since I know it will be essential to face
these issues squarely and get clear-cut decisions.

The meeting of the UNRRA council had
been arranged at first to take place in Paris
on August 2. Owing, however, to the meet-
ing of the peace conference opening in Paris
on July 29, the UNRRA meeting is to be
held -at Geneva on August 5. I may say, Mr.
Speaker, that the cabinet has given careful
considention to the steps that should be
taken in meeting the request of the director
general of the UNRRA, and I have an
announcement to make as to the manner in
which we believe it can best be met, which
I think will be warmly received by the house.

It will be recalled that the third council
session of UNRRA determined provisionally
that final UNR'RA shipments should be com-
pleted by March 31, 1947. The principal
questions for consideration at the forth-
coming meeting will be the transfer or wind-
ing up of UNRRA functions in the field of
emergency supply, work with displaced per-
sons and in relation also to welfare activities
in countries devastated by war. In each of
these fields much has been accomplished, but
many problems remain and it will be for the
forthcoming council meeting to make pro-
posals for the consideration of the govern-
ments as to how these problems can best be
solved.

In view of the importance of the financial
implications of the questions to be considered
at this meeting, the government las arranged
that the Minister of Finance (Mr. Ilsley)
should himself attend the meeting at Geneva.
The Minister of Finance will be accompanied
by Mr. L. B. Pearson, our ambassador at
Washington, who has taken a foremost part
in the relief and rehabilitation activities of the
united nations since their inception.

Hon. members are aware that my colleague
the Minister of Finance has intimated at
different times to fellow members in the house
that be felt considerably fatigued as a result
of the strenuous exertions he has had for many
months past, and that be was contemplating
an absence after the motion to go into com-
mittee of ways and means had been decided.
He had that very much in mind, without
having reached a decision as to just where
he should go for the vacation to which he
bas looked forward, if it can be called a
vacation. Having in mind the communica-


