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witbin a nation. It is true that in the prov-
ince of Quebcc the racial group to wbîcha I
refer is in a majority, but I arn speaking of
that racial gro.up as a rninority in the rest
of Canada. Even under the best conditions,
there is always some fear, although for my
part I do not allow myseif to cultivate those
fears, because I do not believe in tbern. 1
believe implicitly in the fair-mindedness of
the Canadian people as a whole, and that
applies particularly te my own province. I
ivas glad therefore that my bon. friend the
member for Charlevoix-Saguenay made no
2riticism witb regard to the representation, of
Prince Edward Island, which. bas four mcm-
bers in the flouse of Commons and four
senatorsq. I may say that I represent in my
constituency more people than there are in
the wholn of Prince Edward Island. I repre-
sent nearly 125,000.

In or section cf the country wc arc per-
fectlv satisfied witb the pact cf confederation,
and I suggest that if we study it carefully
we shall find that it was vcrv largely a motter
of give and take. There were mony sensibili-
tics that mighit bave been offendcd, and there
w-as room for friction, racial and religions;
but thie fathers cf confederation foond it
possible to build their structure, and thcy
builded better thoan tbcv knew. Tbey but,
flot on quicksand bot on uinderstanding, an
ondcrstanding of what truce Canadianism is.

In thoat regard I arn full 'v in agreemnent
with the hion. member for Charlevoix-Sogue-
nov. While members from Quebcc put the
case for that province as forcefully as they
cao, se for as federal representation is con-
cerned, I suggest that they must sec to it
thot equity and justice shall prevail not only
in the intorests of Quebec but for the repre-
sentatien of the country as a wbole.

I make that stotement dcliberatelv because
1 was astonhhced in 1943-and if i hiad not
been Deputy Speaker I w-old have said a
few words prier to the passing cf the resolu-
tion-whcn the Quebcc legislature passed a
resclution indicating fear that there might
De some injustice in cennýectien with the redis-
tribution measure wbich would be placed
befere porliament. I statcd a fcw days ago
bere that in mv opinion cvery member cf
this bouse is primarilv w-bat I eall a muni-
cipalist, because primarily cvery member is
proud cf bis own locality, the tewns and
cities in bis own district. There exists, for
example, a, rivalry bctween Hamilton and
Toronto-I cannot profess te know a great
deol about Toronto, however; bctween
Toronto and Mentreal, between Halifax and
Vancouver, and in my opinion that is a
iealtby state cf affairs. Second, I suggested
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that we are proviocialists, cvery one cf us,
because everyone cf us is proud te belong to
bis individual province and would be the Iast
to allow tbis federal governmcnt te impinge
upon and be unfair te tbat province in
respect cf any question affecting its interests.
That bs wby I was surprised at tbat resolu-
tien, althougb I know that it was propcsed
in good fait.

I wisb to say a few words witli regard te
tbe fine presentation made by the bion. mem-
ber for Chicoutimi (Mr. Gagnon). 1 cannot
agree with souie cf the stotemients thiat bie
teck occasion te make. For instance, hoe said
that financially speaking-those are practically
bis words-we were in bankruptcy. The bon.
member knows mnucli better thon that. Hie
knows that tbis country is flot bankrupt; the
allies are ot bankrupt. It is truc we bave a
hunge national dcbt, but wc bave prescrved our
natuiral resources. But more than that, we
have the finest, most industricîrs and intelh-
genet population in the worl. Wýitlî that
great asset wc do net nced te worry about the
future. If tlie activities cf or Population arc
dir-cecd througli the proper channels we shaîl
net neoil te worry about the future. I rosent
the stotemerît very inucb.

On niany occasions it bias heeîî sarîl thiat my
Frenchi-speaking coinpotriots cf the province
cf QueL c arce ocf W-ccd and draw ors
of wator for the rest cf tue population. If
that wvere se. Mr. Speaker, anîd if wc are iii a
datc of bankrîrptcy. thon we are ail starting
in from scratch and thc people wlho miake those
stotements should ho hîappy thiat we, are in
that position. Bot it is ot truc and it cannot
ho true se far as Canada is conccrned. If our
efforts are (lir(ctcd in the post-war period os
they wr- te the winning cf tlîc w-or we sliall
net bave any bankruptcy in Canada; wc con
ho positive cf that. I moake that statement
te show how cari-fui or cipatriots ought te
ho in making statements cf that kind. whethcr
they ho mode on tic floor cf the flouse cf
Commons or in a provinc-ial forum.

Wlîon we corne te the motter cf redistribu-
tien. peî-baps wc shaîl hiave te make somo
furthc&r amendrinents. Like tue lion. inenîhor
for Rosthern (Mr. Tucker), I should like te
sec Canada in a position wherc it couldJ deal
w'itli that mattcr itstlf. I soy that net because
I bave any rosentnient against thc British
gcvernmcnt. The Britishi govcrnment and
people woîîld ho most happy if wc were te
deal with ýaIl cf or own domestic affairs and
political prohlems. Thjere is ne douht, about
that.

Witli reigard to the question cf repreoenta-
tien, there exists a certain ameunt cf (langer.
1 w elI remenhiber wlihen 1 iivedi in Quebec in


