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if hie goes away, hie is not able to turn
that work over to somebody else. As the
minister can see one break will destroy
*the value of the whole record. If the man
was sick or away hie would be responsible
and would have to pay some one to keep
the record?

Mir. BRODEUR. I think sny hon. friend
is right.

Mir. JAMESON. The minister lias not
given any explanaition as toý tÈhe increase
of $4,O00.

Mr. BRODEUR. The inerease of $4,000
is 1,srgely to cover increases of salariesand
I think it may cover thle case Io which my
lion. .friend lias alluded. The salaries will
lie as 'foldows:

Central office, $35,M2; chie! stations,
$12,480; tel*egraph stations, $14,275; special
stations, $7,849; temporary stations, $6,-

5W6; suiscellaneous stations, $540. The 4tele-
graphie tolls amounted te $36,000; instru-
ments and apparatus, $3,000; postage, $800;
priinting and statiionery, $7,000, and ithen
there are the othex iniscellaneous expeinses.
The entire increase of $4,000 is for the pur-
pose of giving.increases of salary 4o these
men. I think it may cover w~hiat my hion.
friend. (Mr. BurrTell) bas brought to my
attention.

Mr. BURRELL. I hope the mini.ster's
assuraince is satisfactory. It Is very iim-
portant in what we cadI the dry 'belt in
Briitish Coluimbla. While it is o! imnport-
ance everywhere it is vital1 where the Tain-
f ail l ne mt sufficient because we sire eni-
barking millions of dollars in irrigation
systeins in t>hait Country. I suppose that
$3,000,000 have been spent fooe irrigation
in the semi-arîd beit in Britishi Columbia.

MTr. BRODEUR. I realize huiw import-
ant it is and if this item is not sufficient 1
think I will ask the directot to provide for,
a supplementary estâanate.

Mir. JAMESON. Gain the minister tell in
what percentage of cases the forecasts have
been correct?

Mr. BRODEUR. In 92 pet cent..

Mr. JAMESON. I think tlhat shows the
value of thie service to the Cou.ntry. The
great difficulty of course is that many
people who would be benefited by prompt-
lY Teceiving the information are net i-n a
position 4Vo profit by it. A few evenings ago
I pointed out to the miniister thait it would
be a great advaintage te our fishermen if
when these foreats axe be.ing telephoned
to different stations they could lie sent te
ail the fishing stations along the Atlaintic
Coast, ait least which have telephene. com-
munication.

Mr. BRODEUR. We axre actualiy looldng
into the question the hon. menmber bas
raised.

Mr. JAMESON. I urged this on the
minister last year and aise. this -session and
I hope he will do more than look into it.
If he consi-ders the large nuimber of peo<ple
who -are every day at (the Mercy ocd wind,
sea and weaflherhle will see that he is not
doing his full duty te the fishermen and
others wdho would be benefited by fihis
information il hie withhols it lromn any
section of the country, even if sonie trifi-
ing addltion'al expense le. enitai'led. I do
flot think people will cavil at the expendi-
tuire of a f ew fihousand dollars so long as
they get reauits and the money is honestly
expended. No better resuît could, be
achieved. by any expenditure than the
placing of that informatIon at the disposai
of people on the ooasts. Iýt -would reaily
add littie to the expense and àt would
round out the system, ani suake it of use
Io those who wou*ld beinefit most by it.

Mr. BRODEUR. We are iucreasing our
servi-ce every year. 0f course we Cannet
expect to cover ýalplaces at the sanie tume,
and I do not know if we will ever lie ajble
to estabbish these stations at ail places.
We are t.rying to take the most important
places onle .after the other. This is rather
a large amount we -are spending, $143,000,
aind proves the i.nterest the movernment
take in this question. Every year we open
some new stations.

Mr. HENDERSON. Soins years &go the
morning trains runnd-ng out of Toronto
carried on the side of thie car dises which
indioated 'to the farmers the 'weatlier fore-
casts lot the ensuing 24 bouts. The in-
formation thus conveyed was of great value
to tihe fsa'ners, particularly during harvest
turne. I do not know whet.her thuat was
done by the railway cempanies themeelves
or iby the government. Has that service
bee.n discontinued?

Mr. BRODEUR. My impression is that
this service was given iby the railway con--
panies themseives. Perhsps tJhe railway
companies miglit lie induced to return to
the system, which supplied useful informna-
tion to the fariners living along the railway.

Mr. TAYLOR (LeedB). I can informi my
hon. friend <Mvr. Henderson) that it was
not in 1840 that magnetic observatory was
estabiished, because 1 find no mention of
it in the Auditor General'a Report for 1896.
In that, year the expenditure on the
Meteorological office was $15,000, and now
it bas risen to $27,900, or an increase of
$13,000.

Marine Hfospitale and care of sick seamen,
$73,000.


