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Motion negatived.
At six o’clock the House took recess.

After Recess,
House resumed at eight o’clock.

PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATION IN

THE SENATE.
Mr. J. D. TAYLOR moved:

Whereas, it is provided by the British
North America Act, section 22? that in rela-
tion to the constitution of the Senate, Canada
shall be deemed to consist of three divisions,
viz., Ontario, Quebec and the maritime pro-
vinces, which shall be equally represented by
twenty-four senators for each division ;

And whereas, there is no provision for the
creation .of additional equal divisions upon
the admission - or constitution of other pro-
vinces, and the provinces west of Ontario
have at present representation by only fifteen
senators, although in population, size, con-

Mr. SPROULE.

sion;
This House is of the opinion that provision
should be made for immediate augmentation
of the representation of the western provinces
in the Senate, by increasing said representa-
tion to six members each for British Colum-
bia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Il\z[anltobs,z Teo-
spectively; amd for such further readjust-
ment of the representation of the western
provinces in the Senate as may from time to
time be called for by reason of development
in population and importance of interests.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this being a
day devoted to the eonsideration of the
Senate, it seems to me most opportune
to go on with this resolution. I may say
that I felt myself justified this afternoon
in voting for the resolution calling for the
abolition of the Senate because, amongst
other reasons, the Senate, as at present
constituted, does not give the province
which I represent the representation to
which we think we are entitled. While
this resolution covers the four western
provinces, of course I speak more parti-
cularly for the province of British Co-.
lumbia, because that province seems to
suffer most from insufficient representa- .
tion in the Senate. We find that in the
scheme of confederation provision was
made for three units .of representation,
one for Quebec, one for Ontario and one
for the Atlantic maritime provinces the
idea being to protect the smaller provin-
ces by giving them an equal division of
representation in the Senate. We find
this difficulty in the scheme of confedera-
tion that no one then seems to have con-
templated the inclusion of the great west-
ern provinces in the confederation and
when one by one the western provinces did
come in no general amendment was
made to the British North America
Act, but in each case, in the separate Act
bringing in the province, provision was
made for the representation of the new pro-
vince in the Senate. The representation of
British Columbia in the Senate was fixed
at three and remains at three to this day,
there being no provision for an increase.
Manitoba’s representation was fixed at
four and remains at that figure. With re-
spect to Saskatchewan and Alberta there
is a provision that after the next decen-
nial census their representation in the
Senate may be increased to six for each
province and while, of course, that gives
to each of these provinces about what
would be a fair representatin, the verv
fact that provision is made for them and
no provision is made for Manitoba or Brit-
ish Columbia, makes the deficiency in the
representation of the latter two provinces
more apparent.

I gathered from the address of the right
hon. the leader of the House (Sir Wilfrid



