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spoken and the namne of the person who utteredl
themt. s' tLhat the acc used namv have a fair Chance to
anC r or else the judge wilnot put lim on trial.
Foi that reaso1n, the petition does not. in] substance,
ali munt Lo an ciharge that a mîan slhould plead to or
answer. I was a little surprised to hear the way the
hion. member for Iork spoke of th.e respectable
citizens of Lonldon whiîo signued this petition. How
maily do youi think sigiiei it ? Forty-ive personbs
out of the mne liundred thousanl over wIom) *J i1t
Elliott Ias presideud for twenty-fve years in the
county and iin the city of London the district
bis court covers. And 'who are these mlîeîn who
signed the petitioui Sixteen of telmu are irres-
ponmsible cekwoe employers iwould nt sin,
as mentionel by the hon.miiiember for Et Lmti on.
Seventeen are merchants ad smiall deilers. stronig

partisans. and lion. gentlemn from Ontario w ill
understand lho strong partisais tlhey are. byv the
explanationî tiat every one of them furnishes the
London Asyliiii wmith siIpplies. Hon. ii 'ebers for
Onutario know what that- umeanxs. but I will expltin
it to other bon. gentlemen. Uinler the Reforiml

Covernlïmîent in IOntario, we have telic samie iundivi-
dual,, year after vear, supplying (ur Aidiffereit
publi iistitutions, wh jeuare under the ':oitrol
of our Local House, vith hund'lrels of thîousandits of
dollars worth of supplies. and in nlo Case are the.se
conitractis put up to publie temer despite the fre-
q uient pirotests of the Opposition iii the LoLal Hiuse.
And so it comles these eventeen ffavoured geitle-
lein.i thius ecoruraged1 lby public coitracts. hiai nom
hesitatioi iin sigiiing this petitii. Who el.,se sigued
it * Four liqutior lealers. 1 do not biame tiese poor
fellows for they have no0 other resource lu Ontario
we have nîot the secret ballot. No,they will lot. give,
us. corrupt Tories, the secret ballot. A mnark is
put on b ver hallot and althoiug these hballots are
sealed p.N when1 the electioi is over. thîey are in
the conttrol of the people ii power. and thev eitherI
openl thei afterwaris or else they teil falsehoods
ii the iaitter, bccause they liave tolti people in mîîy
riding that thev knîew ho<mw they voted. It. is in their
power to knowv how, aund thvey either exercise that
poweror atanry rate threateîî enpele with its exercise.i
Wiat lias lhappened : There was a timte w«hen we
used41 to bave some imiunicipal" conrol. 'irhe glory of
Ontario was lier municipal institutions, and the oldi
Reforimers w«ho helped to get. themî fir us ieservel
aS iuueh crelit as, ani per1apN aa. ilittle iîore thal
the Conservatives, Lut the people now m pwer m1
Ontario have restricted t hosu imunicipal rigbts.
rhe muniei el coieils used to decide who shouldi
have liquor licenses, but now this pure GCovernment
whlich runs Ontario took that power away into their
own hands, and the greater part of the mnonîey paid
for them alsr which useil toi go to the unticipalities.
Tley appoint license conînissioners and an ii -Î
spector, the latter genierally being a political heeler
for the riding. and w «ho goes around earing the1
salary the publie pay inu by looking after the
elections and looking after the lists of voters, and
as a result, every hotel kee>ei- alnîost is now a
trit. rIhere used to be a large majority of themu
Conservatives in Ontario, buit to-day you cannot
tind one Conservative iii ten. Hon. oentlemen
opposite mnay lauugh, but what I tel! themu is
true, aînd I can prove it. The hotel keeper lias
either to vote straight under tle coercion of
this ballot, which is not secret, or hie cannot
get a license. Four of them hav-e signed the peti-
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tion. Wio else? Two license connnissioners. and
lIst bluit not lecast, the three witnesses my Ion.
firiendfî referred to. Who are these three witniesses.
One is the man who collected S2,(M for election
expenses, who kept nio aceounts, lestroyed the
books, aml had m)inenorv. The others are con-
veiners of mîîeeting.ts of electors to be alressed by
Mr. Hyman, at wiîch speeches, igars, beer and
music were furnished at intervals. Thiat is the
elass of muen who signedI tis petition. 'Mr. Hymant
hiad too mnucli sense of self-respect liiseif to sign
it. Mr. Giîbbonus, the great lawyer ii London, of
whom the hon. milmber for North york spoke
dare not sign it. There is not a lawyer, a loctor,
a clergyman or a professional man, or any citizei
ever known or heard of ten miles froi the City of
Lonldoi. who could be got to sign it. lore than
that. there is iot aii alidavit coinected with it.
There is noi> attlirmation of any person,î, aid it con-
tin-1 nothing for whieb any cuntV iristrate
w lsedi' ump tRihe meanest citizen for trial. Whiat
is the object ? We ail know that there are men, be-
ings in tie fornm of ieni,wh.o are so foui that they vwill
go azouuil tellini scai<lldals about iunnocen't womnen.
No imiatter how inîn<oceit a woliai nulîa lbe wblien
this occurs. when these reptiles once whisper their
tales abolut her. 'e ue uvr so iniioCelt., she can-
nlot recover froi t hie insiimiations male again st lier.-
Ve ail koiw the systei of bîlackm?îail is reduiceul

to a sieiie xin soieii of the large cities of the con-
tinueit. and every day we hear of innoiccit anîd iiost
estimuuable, m<oral aid christian men who. rather
thai face the public scaidal adi the talk whicih
wou resuîlt, becomue the prey of thuese vaiipires,
and te more innocent they are aml the more
godly they are, the more they treible at ieing
aicuu-sedl of vicious courses, an we sometiies e*eii
see themi driven to suicide 'when they are made the
subjects of suchi charges though perfectl innocent.
So it is wIein a judige is put on his trial. In one of
the large cities of this contiienît sinice. the conm-
inieelinlt of this discussai anmineiiiit divine
preached on this subject. and, it thie permission
iof the Houise. J will give a few extracts from 'what
lie sail

You have heard that ' the men brouglht up an evil
report of the land which they had gone to view,' albeit
evid1enic<e to the contrary was in their owi hiads. But
facts maîke uno difference with the main determinedi to
bhicken a character. He will pervert evidence, distort
Iroofs, cast sutpicion upu Inotives and twist testimoiy to
his :inister pirpose.

"he huini ear anîd mind seem to be espccially ad:i.pted
for the reception of 'evil repotrts.' For the good we
denmand proofs many and strong, and unless favouraf>l.
prediisposed reimaini! sceptical in spite of thein. Why sliouuld
it he so liard for us to think well of others au! so easy to
believe evil ? Is it because we shrink froin confessiiig
ourselves inferiors ? Is it because the admission implies
a reproaclh ? Iow is it that good actions a re uniinterestiig,
while failings and vrong-doings carry with them a spiee
that makes thei palaîtaible ? Certain it is tlhat * evil re-
ports 'spread like wildfire ti rotugh the lengch and breadtl
ofour gossiping ociety, while the best deeds aud noblest
efforts find soi few to do them homage.

" The rabbis of old deniied paradise to those who re-
frained not fronm backbiting, and held it better for man
to throw himselfinto a fiery furnace than to commit the
sin of lasionhara '-i. e., the evil tongue-and Schillei
says in "Don Carlos " that tale-bearers have caused more
suffering in the world thtan poison or dagger in the mur-
derer's hands.

Now, that is the object : They wish to put this judge
upon his trial lhere. They have not charg'ed himu,

|but still they wish to put him on his trial. I ask
j any fair-miinded iian to say if a judge, once put upon
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