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naturalizel there bas no right to vote in Canada
to-day. He is no longer a British subject when he
becomnes naturalized in a foreign country, and
under the Franchise Act lie cannot vote, be can-
not be placeil on the list. and lie cauniot take the
oath as it stands to-day. hecause be cannot truth-
fullv swear that lie is a British subject either Iv
birtli or by naturalization. Perlhaps lie was a British
subject once .y birth, but he cannot swear that lie
is to-day. That there may be uno doublt whatever!
on this subjeet. I will refer the House to the
Naturalizatin Act in the Revised Statutes ou the
subject of "4 Re)atriation." and there it is laid
do-wi that

"Any British subject whu bas voluntarily become
naturalized in a foreignî state shall, from and after the
time of his so having become naturalized i isuch foreign
state. be deened within Caniada to have ceaîsed to be aî
British subject, and shall be regarded as an alien." I
Now. a iman uwho lias ceased to bie a British subject 1
bas n right. ml the Iirst place, to be placed ipon
the voters* ist îîunder the Act, because ouly Britishi
subjects can be placed there. and lie cainot take
the oathi truthfullv. because he alis to swear that
lie is a British subject hy 1.irth or yl naturahiza-
tion. Therefore, the introduction of this adlitional
clause )roposel ly the hon. gentIleman. and an
not a subject of any foreign country. while, per-
haps, it will not do any particular liarm, does not
work anv reforl in the law as it stood. It. does
iot do any,good. I will not refer to any former
debate, but I thimk I have a distinct recollection,
indeed I know. that the hon. nemîber for East
(irey (Mr. Sproule) was on one occasion very lotd
in lis expression of opinion that the only thing
necessary to muake the law perfect and to stop nlon-
residents voting, was a Bill sucb as the lion. neim-
ber proposes now. I think I heard the lion. niemn-
ber for Assiniboia (M r. l)avin) say the same thing,i
and 1 think the Miniister of Justice even did not.
on that occasion, point out to the hon. mtenber
wlio is mnoving titis Bill to-day, that a British sub-
ject who becamue a naturalized citizen in the
United States, was no longer a British subject and
could not vote. The hon. gentleman tbinks that
it does no harn to make thins change. If. lie puts
it on that ground, and will admit that it is not ne-
cessary, then, I think. there iay be something in
his Bill ; but lie cannot surely 'pretend that lie is
going to effect a great reforniation in the election
law.

Mr. LISTER. I think the Bill which i hon.
friend has introducel to the House is one thati
should receive the approbation of this House. If1
it lias the effeet of mnaking clear what before was
sonewhat confused, it will be advantageous. Any-
person who has any experience at. ail ini election i
natters knows perfectly well that'so far as mark-
ing the ballots is concerned, muany depIty return-
ùig officers throughout the country not only initial
the ballots, but they also unumber them, which is
against the law. The provisions of this Act make!
it perfectly clear that the numîbering of the ballots
should not take place, and that only the initials of 1
the deputy returning officer are allowed upon the
ballot which is lianded to the voter. Tien again.
as respects the affidavit, or oath, which the voter
lias to take on presenting himself to vote, I think
the amendment of ny hon. friend is one which
should receive favourable consideration. As I stated
a moment ago, it mnakes clear what was before con-

Mr. EDGAR.

fused. We all knw that imauy muen present them-
selves to vote who bave becomne citizenöf* the
United States, and they satisfy thiir conscience by
swearing that they are Britishî subjects by birth.
There is an idea prevalent throughout this country
that once a British subject, always a British sub-
ject, that nothing lie can do divests imuself of
that natural allegiance that lie owes to his
country by birtlh. I think it is safe to say that
during the last election hundreds and hunidreds of
people who have taken the oath of allegiance to a
foreign state. and have, under the law as it is. no
rigl to vote, satitiied their conscience by declaring
thiat they were British subjects by birth. This
section makes it clear that if they have becone
subjects of a foreign state they lose their right of
franchise unler the law of thîis country. For th-ese
reasons this Act shall receive my support. and I
tihink it ought, to receive the support of hon. gentle-
enli who want te make the law perfectly clear. It

mav be, as my lion. friend at my righît savs, thiat
iuiler the b-iw as it is, thev have no righît.to vote,
and their naines ouglit to be struck off the first. list.
But who looks after the first. list * Xhen vou come te
inake out vour list t hen vim- tind out whethîer a uman
lias really~a riglit to vote, -or *not on the ground of
héing an alien. Thiat is the time you object to himin,
and althiougli meni have over aud over atgaii been
ochallenged. they have taken this oath. believing
they were enti~tled to vote, andiîu thev did vote.
Thi's law inakes it clear, a nl I think it shiould receive
0111- support.

Sir JOHN THOM PSON. I desired to iiake
remarks verv muhieli the line of those whichi the
lion. gentlemîai lian s just. made. I do not thmnk any
ne overlooks the fact that. a British subject who

renoiunces is allegiance to (reat Britaii and
becomes a subject of a foreign country, is 110 longer
a British subject. But that is not the point.
'lhe point is that our statutes at present do not, at

any rate with clearness. proseribe such person from
voting or fromi beimîg on the election list. For mny
part I have no doubt whatever, except sucli doubt
as arises fron .tle opinions expressed by lawy-ers
just. now-I have never had any doubt thiat
such persons have an absolute legal right to vote,
because the on1lV thmig we ask is the oathi which
reqires themi to say they are Britishu subjects by
birthî or by naturalization. Ulndoubtedl, althioughi
a man may have renouinced his alleuinee to Great
Britain aud be no longer a British subject, hue is a
Britishi subject by birth, and if the intention of
Parlianent was, as it probably was, to prevent
such persons from 'votiung as being no longer British
subjects, the least that we canI do is to make the
lawv plain. I think the current opinion is that steh
persons have a legal right to vote. Thle hon.
nenber for Lanibtonm (M'%r. Lister) says hundreds of

persons voted in the last election whio hîad renouncel
their allegiance to Great Britain andi. had becomne
subjects of a foreigu couitry; they took the oath
anîd satisfied thei- consciences in the belief they
had a right to do so. I miay indicate to the House
that if it should he the pleasure of the House that
the Bill should be read a second tiie now, I will
move that it be referred to a sub-coimmittee. There
are othuer Bills on the Order paper touching the
saine subject, somne provisions of whiich it may be
wise to adopt, and it woulid Le convenient for the
Comnittee to weld these together, so that we nay
hîave one Bill on the one subject.
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