
3. The Conference of the Parties shall adopt guidelines on the environmentally sound interim 
storage of such mercury and mercury compounds, taking into account any relevant guidelines 
developed under the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and Their Disposal and other relevant guidance. The Conference of the Parties may adopt 
requirements for interim storage in an additional annex to this Convention in accordance with 
Article 27.

4. Parties shall cooperate, as appropriate, with each other and with relevant intergovernmental 
organizations and other entities, to enhance capacity-building for the environmentally sound 
interim storage of such mercury and mercury compounds.

Article 11 

Mercury wastes

1. The relevant definitions of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal shall apply to wastes covered under this 
Convention for Parties to the Basel Convention. Parties to this Convention that are not Parties to 
the Basel Convention shall use those definitions as guidance as applied to wastes covered under 
this Convention.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, mercury wastes means substances or objects:

(a) Consisting of mercury or mercury compounds;

(b) Containing mercury or mercury compounds; or

(c) Contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds,

in a quantity above the relevant thresholds defined by the Conference of the Parties, in 
collaboration with the relevant bodies of the Basel Convention in a harmonized manner, that are 
disposed of or are intended to be disposed of or are required to be disposed of by the provisions of 
national law or this Convention. This definition excludes overburden, waste rock and tailings from 
mining, except from primary mercury mining, unless they contain mercury or mercury compounds 
above thresholds defined by the Conference of the Parties.

3. Each Party shall take appropriate measures so that mercury waste is:

(a) Managed in an environmentally sound manner, taking into account the guidelines 
developed under the Basel Convention and in accordance with requirements that the Conference 
of the Parties shall adopt in an additional annex in accordance with Article 27. In developing 
requirements, the Conference of the Parties shall take into account Parties’ waste management 
regulations and programmes;

(b) Only recovered, recycled, reclaimed or directly re-used for a use allowed to a Party under 
this Convention or for environmentally sound disposal pursuant to paragraph 3 (a);
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