Canada is also expanding the size and capabilities of the Canadian Rangers, drawn
primarily from indigenous communities, that provide a military presence and Canada’s
“eyes and ears” in remote parts of Canada. A new Canadian Forces Arctic Training
Centre is also being established in Resolute Bay.

Canada and the United States work together to better monitor and control Northern
airspace through our cooperation in NORAD, the North American Aerospace Defence
Command. Canadian Forces will also take advantage of new technologies to enhance
surveillance capacity of our territory and its approaches.

Canadian Forces Operation Nanook, an annual sovereignty operation that takes place
in Canada’s Arctic, shows the government’s commitment to protecting and demon-
strating control over the air, land and sea within our jurisdiction. In 2010, Operation
Nanook will include collaboration with the United States and Denmark in order
to increase interoperability and exercise a collective response to emerging cross-
border challenges.

This increased Canadian capacity demonstrates Canada’s presence in the region and
will also ensure that we are better prepared to respond to unforeseen events.

Moving forward, our international agenda will complement these efforts further. Three
priority areas that Canada will pursue in the Arctic are: seeking to resolve boundary is-
sues; securing international recognition for the full extent of our extended continental
shelf wherein we can exercise our sovereign rights over the resources of the seabed

and subsoil; and addressing Arctic governance and related emerging issues, such as
public safety

On the first priority, Canada will seek to resolve boundary issues in the Arctic
region, in accordance with international law. Our sovereignty over Canadian Arctic
lands, including islands, is undisputed—with the single exception of Hans Island, a
1.3-square-kilometre Canadian island which Denmark claims.




