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represented on the United Nations Scientific Committee, whose 
annual progress report is now before us, since that Committee 
was established in 1955- At the Fourteenth Session of the 
General Assembly, Canada played a leading part in developing 
the resolution which detailed the current terms of reference of 
the Scientific Committee, and sought to intensify the efforts 
being made to advance man's knowledge about the o'ffects of radia
tion. At the same time, having developed in Canada an extensive 
system of facilities for analyzing radioactive samples, we offered 
to share these facilities with other countries not as adequately 
equipped to carry out these studies. It is gratifying that since 
then, thirteen other member states of the United Nations and two 
of the Specialized Agencies have similarly offered to make their 
laboratories available for analysis of radioactive samples.
Several countries already have taken advantage of these facilities 
for analysis, or are arranging to do so.

I have mentioned these developments, Mr. Chairman, to 
emphasize the long-standing and continuing concern of the Canadian 
government about the harmful effects of radiation. Our apprehen
sions of course have been greatly intensified by the recent 
resumption of nuclear weapons testing in the atmosphere. The 
Secretary of State for External Affairs of Canada, in his statement 
on October 3 to the General Assembly, stressed what this disturb
ing development has meant for Canadians, Following the resumption 
of tests in the atmosphere, the level ' of radioactive fall-out 
over one of our major cities - the city of Toronto - multiplied 
bv about one thousand times.. There were at the same time sharp 
increases in fall-out readings at several other points in Canada.

I would like to place before the Committee today just a 
few figures to illustrate how sharply fall-out levels have jumped.. 
In the week ending September 10, the highest fall-out level re
corded anywhere in Canada was 20 disintegrations per minute per
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