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Many delegations are also questioning the compatibility of the role of
the observer, or his mere presence, with the neutral and guper parties nature
of the inspection team. We believe, like others, that the role of the
observers should be a subsidiary one as opposed to the primary role of the
team. But, at the same time, we are of the view that the observer could
represent a useful instrument for the good conduct of the inspection, as he
will be the conveyor of any information at the disposal of the requesting
State that might be usefully disclosed to integrate the initial input by the
latter. It would otherwise be difficult for a State party to entrust the
organization with the task of verifying the well-foundedness of its own
concern without feeling obliged at the same time and in its own interest to
allow the organization to avail itself of all relevant information at the
disposal of the State party itself.

I would at this stage also like to express a few considerations on the
role of the executive council in the final stage of the challenge inspection.
In the opinion of the Italian delegation, it should not be necessary to
provide for an automatic convening at the end of the inspection, if only for
practical and financial reasons, on the condition, however, that a single
State be allowed to request such a meeting. Where the executive council is
convened, two main procedural scenarios are set: in the first, an initial
debate would take place on the substance of the final report, with no
consequences in terms of possible recourse to measures to redress the
situation. It would at that stage be simply a question of "reviewing' the
situation and each member of the council, as well as each of the two concerned
States, will be entitled to express its views on the conclusions of the
report. It would not be necessary, at this juncture, to have any specific
voting requirements by the executive council, as it would add nothing to a
debate which would per se clearly indicate what the prevailing views are.

1f, however, the executive council were to deem it necessary to have a
follow-up to the review of the situation, in terms of promoting 'any
appropriate further action" - to quote the exact wording in the "rolling text"
as well as in other relevant documents - in that case a decision by the
executive council might prove necessary through recourse to the voting
procedures agreed in the convention. We reserve the possibility of
introducing a more precise textual proposal on this specific point.

In concluding on article IX, on which I have perhaps dwelt too
extensively because of its symbolic character, I would state our readiness to
agree on an inspection instrument that should be both effective and devoid of
the possible arbitrary uses that some States, in good or bad faith, might make
of it. An inspection system, in other words, entrusted to the supericr
responsibility of a multilateral and international organization going beyond
the States themselves.

Consistently with such a general political approach, Italy is accurately
assessing the possibility of carrying out a series of trial inspections, of
multilateral and bilateral character, with countries belonging to the
Mediterranean and middle eastern areas, which are particularly close to us and
with which we share close ties of cooperation.



