
In the General Committee, the French Delegation opposed the inscrip-
tion of this item on the grounds that the General Assembly was flot empower-
ed to deal with the Algerian problem, since it was entirely a domestic
mnatter. Mr. Couve de Murville, the French Minister of Foreign Afiairs,stated that the action taken by the United Nations up until then with
regard to Algeria liad been "flot only ineffective but harmful." He pointed
out that during the eleventli and twelfth sessions of the General Assembly
the French Delegation had agreed to explain at considerable lengtli the
particulars of the Algerian problemn and the manner ini which the French
Government intended to give this problem "a peaceful, democratic and just
solution". The reopening of "a vain and harmnful discussion" would be even
more inopportune at a tinie when "the French Government lias shown, i
tlie clearest possible manner, its determination to devote ail its efforts to the
indispensable solution, and when it is making ready to translate tliis deter-
mination înto acts". For tliis reason, lie said, tlie Frencli Delegation would not
take part in any debate on Algeria.

Tlie General Committee decided, witliout voting, to, recommend incIu-
sion of the item on Algeria, and after approval of this reconunendation bythe General Assembly, the item was assigned to the First Commnittee. (agenda
item 63).

Events moved quickly during tlie next few weeks. On September 17,the rebel National Liberation Front proclaimed a "provisional government ofthe Algerian Republic". Towards the end of September 95 percent of the
Algerian voters supported the new constitution of tlie Fifth Republic ofFrance. Ini a press interview on October 10, Mr. Ferliat Abbas, leader of theIlprovisional government" was reported to have offered to negotiate witli
France, and on October 23, Premier Cliarles de Gaulle oflered safe conduct
guarantees toi leaders of tlie Algerian revoit if they would corne to Paris to
negotiate an effective cease-fire. The National Liberation Front, liowever,rejected tis offer on the grounds that Premier de Gaulle's offer was in effect
a demnand for unconditional surrender. The National Liberation Front also
refused to recognize Uhc validity of the elections held towards the end ofNovember, in whicli sixty-seven Algerian Representatives to Uic Frenchi
National Assembly were elected.


