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e » how large and increasing a number of undergraduates

pDr. J. G. Fiteh on Edueation and the State, . . ; .
look forward to the teaching profession, it 18 not too
N . _ much to hope that ere long all the universities of the
”u' -'lll) ll\llll‘wl' Hf ”u' (ot HI’H'I'HI"OI contaims l’!’. v " . . . .
. United Kingdom will recognize the business of teaching
JooGo Fiteh's }»nwulvn!x;d address before the annual Cthe | | fessi } footi
i . Lo ) . as one of the learned professions, on the same footin
congress of the Teachers Guild, Tt subjeet s Faluea I ’ R

as law, divinity and medicine, and will make such

tion and the State It i« of more than local interest, . . . .
‘ i public provision for the future practitioners as may
ANt an anterestingy Jeteh of the history of the I--’ll“ ; i . . . 3° ¢
‘ . ) justify the State in confiding to those great corporations
which the State has plaved an the cducation of the ) . : i 3
o i 4 , a large share of duty in the organizing of a completer
Fnghish peaple, Dr. Fiteh considers  the question : -

“What, having regard to the idiosynerasy and  genius,

the past hnstory and tradhitions of our people, and the
cotnposite structure of our social hife, s the form n
which corporate and e rind influences may wisely J°2
e nvalable in Fngland for the hetter organization

the answer

s
to this question are apphicable not merely to England,
The

svatem of public instruction, with its ~_\'.~lvnmtivull\'

of ia’.‘»%h' imnstruction remark s upon

but to Enghsh speaking  communities. French
criuded sehools, ats logeally ordered  courses of instrue-
tion, 1ts othicials, teachers, 1nspectors, u}vlmintﬁl. re- |
movable, and ].:wl «hrm'tl_\‘ or i!lclll‘t’('”}‘ h_\‘ the State

in a word, its entire system ordered and controlled from
i in many respects to be admired,

a contral bureau

and is suited to the soil of France.  Englishmen, how-
ever, (hnll_'._'h " lho'_\" recognize that logical c'nlnplo'tvm'x\‘
a woord thing, have convineed themselves that there

i‘!

are better things still, and that freedom, vanety and |

enthusiasm are worth purchasing  at the expense of
svimmetry.”

“ One cannot look forward with any enthusiasm to a
time when law shall formulate the work of every school,
or lay down programmes of primary, secondary and
higher education, which shall be applicable to all places
and all loeal circumstances alike.”

“ Nor can we hope much from any attempt on jthe
part of the central authority to decide what books shall
be used in all institutions recognized as public schools.

That book is best for each teacher from which
he ean teach most effectively, which corresponds to his
ideal and fits the special character of his own lessons.
To force upon all teachers alike the use even of a good
book would be to repress originality, to stereotype mere
routine, and to deprive the best teachers of much of
their interest in their work.”

“ Tat us grant that it is the first business of a uni-
versity to produce cultivated and well-trained men ;
there is also a secondary object to be fulfilled, the
ennobling of the higher professions, the establishment
of right relations between the liberal and formative
studies proper to a seat of learning, and the claims of
active, professional life. What we need is another
faculty, that of didactics or of education. Considering

system of public instruction.”

“ On the very practical question of the relative merits
of inspection and examination as alternative methods
of estimating a school, the last word has not yet been
spoken. The object of examination is to test
the proficiency of the scholars and the thoroughness of
the teaching. The object of inspection is to observe
and criticise methods and organization, and to see that
a given programme is carried out. Now the first duty
requires for its fulfilment knowledge, accuracy, skill in
questioning, and perfect fairness of judgment. But
inspection requires higher qualifications —insight, tact,
sympathy, a full knowledge of many methods, perfect

" freedom from “fads” and prejudices, and a determina-

tion not to be misled in a final estimate by superficial
impressions. These qualities are much rarer than the
others, and, taking the average of human instruments,
you are in far greater danger of an unsound or inequit-
able judgment from a general inspection than from a
detailed examination. Inspection implies a criticism of
methods : examination seeks only to ascertain the pro-
gress of the scholars. . . . Probably it is rather by a
wise combination of both processes than by exclusive

reliance on either, that an equitable and efficient test

of school work can best be secured.” M.
For the REviEw.] -
The Teacher.
of the Benton, Carleton County,

(By Henry Harvey Stuart, Princi
GradedpS.]c

The school-teacher occupies a most exalted position
in society. The importance of his office is scarcely
second to that of the parent and religious adviser.
Between the ages of four and six the majority of the
country’s children come to him to be educated. The
parent resigns, for about thirty hours a week, all con
trol of his children to the teacher. Coming to him at
that tender age, when their wills have scarcely begun
to develop, a vast responsibility is thrown upon the
teacher’s shoulders. He has the moulding of the char-
acters of the rising generation of men and women in his
hands. How glorious a task to attempt the develop-
ment of their minds and bodies in the right direction !
How infamous for a teacher, intentionally or otherwise,
to divert those young minds from the path of honor and

hool. ]




