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jean Baptiste Camille Corot (ko-ro) was born iii
Paris, Julv 26th, 1796. Taking the train, at Paris,
a short runi brings one to Sevres and Ville d'Avray.
Sevres is o~n the river, but Ville d'Avray is furtber
back on týie ridge. Passing up tbrough the Ville
(veel) and clescending the other side of the r.idge by
steps, one conies to a beaîjtiful littie lake. Just ait the
foot of thejIsteps is a fountain, and on the large marbié
siab is irî scribed 'Neri diligentia" (search after
truth). A ýlarge medallion bead of Corot ii cut in the
slab, and bencath it bis namne- Opposite the fountain
is the old homne, wbere hie lived with bis sister after
their parent's death. Notbing bas bcen cbanged

since bis death. It is a pice-
t ure of ease and, comfort-
quaint, flower-decked, vine-
clad, tree-sbaded., Turning
f rom this, one- faces the lake.
There are the trees Corot
painted, and wbich one can
neyer fail to recognize-wilt
lows, silver-leafed beeches.
be.re and there silver-popiar3,
and, on the furither -shorý, tai
Lom.bardy poplars ,kýwith
ragged ruffles of leaves about
their dead stems. These

were as familiar to Corot as the walls of bis studio.
Loveliness'everywhere. Millet was in full sympathy
wvith bis -surroundings; Corot with lýis. Mille.t's
pictures may be called the rugged strophes of toil,

'Corot's the sumnier idyls; each are part of life and
nature.

Today iii the Bas Bréau,-, iii the forest of Fon-

tainebleau, at the very gates of Barbizon, the grand
trees speak as they spoke to Rousseau; iii the open
glacXes the play of light and shadow lures and

witcbes as it did Diaz; stilI the gorges of Franchard
offer tbe backgrounds for scenes of animal life they
gave Barye; the cattle -of Troyon stili feed in the
nîcadows; Corot alone is absent in spirii, for. the

idyllic tone ami sun-steeped haze of his best can-
vases are iîot of Barbizon. 57

Corot's p~arenîts wvere well to (10 people. He re-
spected his fatiier, but bad a real reverence for bis
mother, whoni lie, tliought the most beautiful of
women. Late'iii life lie discovered peasant relatives
anmong the vinieyards of Burgunly. He was proud
of these and said, "Thcy are good workers, and tbey
ilsed Io cal1 ont to eacli otierin iite fields 'Hi

Corot !', and 1 used to tlîink they were càaUing ie."

Dumesnil said of -Corot's appearance, "of good
beight, strong, of a robust constitution, wvith a
healthful, frank, jovial~ expression; liveliness and

tenderness 'in bis eycs; a tone of boithotii blendeil
with -penetration; great mobility of face." His
parents sent him to the Lycée of Roueni iii i8o6,-a-i$
there he remained seven years, receiving bis entire
education. His father intended to make a business
man of him, but Nature got in hcr work- ahead of
père Corot. When placed in a draper's store bie
ayailed himself of every opportunity tô bide, away
and sketch. .The draper told bis father tbat he '
would neyer make a business man and that bie
ought to let bim be an artist.

The home at Ville d'Avray was purcb*ased by
Corot's father as a summer home, and there yottng
Corot wouid lean f rom the open window and drink
in the misty loveliness of lake and sky and tree long
after ail the others in the bou-se were asleep. In the
stillness, the dreamy, visible dampness, the light;
transparent vapors im pressed himi in a way that in-
flu-enced ail bis after career. When bie c4ame to
paint, it ail camne back to bim. At Ville d'Avray bis-
artistic sense was quickened and bis* dislike for comn-
mercial life deepened. He begged bis father ýto lèt.
bim give up business, and bean artist. His father,
a sbrewd business man, finally consented, but told
him that while plenty awaited- him if hie remained
in business, bie would ailow him only an annuity of
i 500 francs i f bie became an artist. " See i f you can
live on that," lie said, "you shall bave nîo capital at
your disposai. wbile 1 live." Corot gladly accepted
the annuity and beganto paint. Millet's relatives
tbougbt bis talent a .divine gift-Corot's. family did
not believe bie had any gift, and tbougbt painting an
idiing witb if e. Millet's life, was a long struggle-,
Corot' badý enougb to live on '1 be neyer married; bie
gave bis life to art, interpreting Nature as sbe ap-
peared. to bim. diffusing cofistant suinshine about
him, witb a song always iii bis lieart 'ani on his> lips.
Beauty nd gladness were revealel 'to hini, but not
the heights and (leptbs; 'these are rcvealed only to
tbose wbo bave struggleil an(l suffered. For a long
time recognition did îlot coiiie to inii, but wh-en -it
did' come bie said, "I ani the hiappiest maîî in thëS
world." Corot studied two winters witb Victor
Bertin, a pure classicist, thien went fo Rome'
in 1825. At the Academiy ther, bis social qualities

made a muiich greater im~pression1 taàn fris artistic
abilities. He was more apt in Natifre'% studio. As
an artist lie unite(l harmoniously academnic traditions

.with impressions reccivC(l directly froîîî Nature.
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