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last };rhe ceremony of the principal nomination o Friday hefore
ad all the sweetness that brevity could impart. The cursory
‘thay’ however, in which Mr., KiNGsrorn’s oluims (o the suffrages of
¢ Undergraduates were seb forth ean only be explained by the
Oga‘t’hy into which his supporters, enervibed by the absence of
Position, had perhaps fallen. 1t is reeretable that they did not
0 the trouble of Informing the Debuting Society about the
in%ﬁgns which decided them in the choice of their candidate. The
Mation would he doubtless superinous for those who have
N vesidents for somo considerable time in Toronto, but there
v & large number who do not come wnder this category, and to
tio;smfa plain {ind coucise staterwent of My, Kivasrory's qruulitiuu;
tllee or tl%e lx'esulcnpy would have been most acceptable, L
aknoxpl‘esswn,, a cousclentious V‘\)if’, ‘Im.-; any meaning, 14 unphes
for Owlgdoe of the carecr and opinions of the person against or
10m the vote is registered.  This consideration, AMoONy many
88, might well have spurred condescension o the extent of
g a hing why the exercise of the Society ranchise should ot
® been abstained from. A want of thoughtluluess and of goud
& :: 4 suspicion of higl)-lmmk‘,alnc;fs, :m‘d ) <'lis(:,u111'l_<mm inditfer-
justl 8 regards announeing the nerits of their candidate, iy he
Ry Charged against the gentlemen who have labored in My
WidSSFORD’s behalf,  The party whose sweep of influence is so
‘heﬁessas‘-to clear away even the shadow of resistance need not
obsel‘vf’-llly be strong e}mugh‘ to ride roughshod over common
thy., dnce'.s:, the vn_)lntu:u of which s dunote.d_ by the‘ above
t ibe?»t The Debating Saciety should have suilicient s:clf-_rugin‘(.l
AQOT NIy [ it gt g o)
gandidaie “(Ili(.t?uvl?Lll) ;PL(,I‘M}L{“,-]ht—“.v :1{1)‘7 ‘ (;l,t(,inqu)hu ‘w.l l} “b]h“,l"f | .a‘
Rk, out bewng enlightened as to the cood faith of his

the illS. Certaiuly the nomination this year was little more than
Mgy ~disguised swagger ol purty organizers who have aceon-

the o0 their ends. A number of gentlemen entered Mows Hall at
Yo Sual hour of meeting ; one of their number i two or three
klNglsc Sentences gave the assembly to understand  that M.
gi]e ceFORD was thc. nonipee ; aftera lony pause of nwst mmlmluqnt
-..hify h'~tl]e' Suggestion was nu‘ulu that thut gentleman should sig-
N be 18 Wllh})gucs.ﬁ to enter into the contest 1 contest there was
“Deec}’, M. Kixasrorn carried out the suggestion by w neal Tittle
br(,k of acceptance ; another pause then succeeded, which was
I“guﬁr.l- by the momination for the fist “iinor olfice” Tt was o
oy Moug fiaseo; no enthusiasu was displayed where enthusiasn
Nere:to easily have heen aroused by a briet sketch of the active

and progressive views which Mr, Kixasrorn has exhibited
¥ Dost-graduate connexion with the University. It was not

Qg

gy ®d worth, while telling the Society that he has efficiently

destj & part in the present liberal policy of Convocation—a policy
by, 24 to place them in that proper relation to the Senate wlich

* vel'sit?XIStS between the Convocation and Senate of London Ui

whiehy' A8 an exponent, if not as a pioneer of this policy (to
Bng e intend making & more copious reference in a future
’epres’ 10 deserves the highost acknowledgment that the most
the , SBative agsocintion of the undergraduates ean offer.  But

~Wgg PProprigteness of the acknowledgment agoravates the over-

1n,

I S

:3hj,k1§cllN_GSFORD. The duty was easy of performance, and yet wag

hthe SI;:}‘SHCh a deliberate manner as to convey the tmpression

the i.t(,tator.tlvmt, the cause being a vxct;.o}-u,n}%. one, to explam
Was Tood or bad was a matter ol indilfercnee,

o }'eae %pmion is most te.n‘uble that should the course qu().wed

€ pursued in the future to any extent, these elections,

o o . ; 3 )
® Carelessness of those whose duty it plainly was to acquaint

Clety with the wide ground for recommendation ju favor of

with their old eharactor of exciting rivalry between bona fide
partics, will not oniy fail to arouse nterest, but their greatest title
to the attachent of the undereraduates will soon pass away,
What is this title 2 To our mind, the answer is that in the elec-
bions the sole oppuortunity is presented during the academic year
for exereising, and eujoying the exercise of, one’s political talent.
We are not, like Columbia, in happy possession of a School of
Politics, and the little practical training in this direction which is
meidentally to be oblained in the Uuniversity s monopolized by the
Soctety clections, But precisely because the mmount is small ought
we to prize it highly and cuard it Jealously,  Again, the strugele
for the Presidency seems 1o be the one ovent outside of the ex-
aminations of sulficiently-absorbing interest to engage the general
altention of the wudergraduate body ; in stockhrokers’ parlance, it
bears on this account a “fietitions” value.  This value may be
impaived most speedily by allowing the craftiness of extreme
partizans to drag public attention and watehfulness into q sleepy
assent of their doings.  The Debating Society should invariably
exact an explanation for every important action undertaken pro-
fessedly incits behoof, and nob permit even the nomination of a
presidential candidate without a showing up of his eredentials,

EDUCATIONAL SELFSATISFACTION,

Matthew Arnold has asserted that one great hindranco to educa-
tional Improvement in Iingland is self=satistaction.  LE it i suggested
that educational tacilities in England are 1ot perfeet, that the IFrench
system of secondary education is superior to the Hnglish system (if the
English may be said to have o system), and that there ave many points
in which improvement might be efleeted, btiiey point to their. great
universities and Lo their greab public schools, sayhig, with evident self-
satisfaction : ¢ What country can equal these? Let well-enough alone,”

To those of s who will carefully look around, signs of the sawme
danger will Be only too apt to show themselves, and how coald it be
otherwise - In the flattering veports of progress issued by our school
inspectors 5 in the commendatory notices of “ Canada’s splendid Iduea-
tonal System” by the foreign press assiduouly civeulated with self-
gratulations by our own papers; in tle wmedals and diplomas won at
world’s fairs by our school-apparalus, complete sets of which—it may
he suid for the benefit of the uninitiated-~are possessed by very few
even ol our best sehools 5 in the almost waiformly-laudatory addresses
delivered atb our school exhibitions and closing excretses ; m all these
there are many inducements to this fecling of self-satisfaction. Irom
these veilerations as to the unvivalled goodness of our school-system, and
frour this almost entire alsence of criticism, it is to be feared ; Iirse,
that the people will soon come to believe even more than they are told,
and to regad owr system as ineapable of {wrther mprovement ; and
secondly, that parents placing implicit faith in the perfection of owr
sy<tene will he too apt to hand over the education of their children
almost entirely to Governent.  Nor are these groundless fears.

That owr educational system is not yet perfect many will admit ;
and it should he our chief anxiety that it does not hecome stereotyped
in its imperfections.  Mowever, in some quarters the notion is gradu-
ally growing that our syxtem is the best possible, but thas anyone who
wishes to get along in the world—with the exception of those who
intnd o adopt one of the learned professions, as they are called—had
better drop the systomatic course of education as soon as possible, and
go at the Dbusiness of his future life, Notwithstanding the opinion
which the Chancellor of the Universily has expressed, that anyone who
tops of” his cducation by a university cowrse will make a botier farmer,
a better merchans, in fact, a better anything, those who think that the
less of our system they have the better may notbe so far wrong, The
main cause of this growing dissatisfaction with the sesults of our syste-
mitic popular edueation lies, £ think, in its radical defect, which defect
is owing to the crroneous notions of the people themselves. These




