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"Perbaps," cailed back Mary, with a stratige in-
fiection, which te Tom should have meant, IIyes. "

The field *was fiuished, the plows were loaded on
the wagon, and tIse boys werc on their way te-
wards the home farm rvhen the sun ivas yet a lbalf.
heur high. As they drove int tise yard, their
brothers, Jack and Harry, aise entered iL front
working ini tue fields et tIse home place, giving as a
ressont for quittiug work se early, that Nellie w'as
alonte and that there wore cows te milk and chores
te do when F armer ScoLL was net at borne. J hoe
cews were soon rnilked, the chores quickiy done,
and four hungry farmer's sous vere ready for
supper.

SIt vas a mierry group aroind tIse old table in Lise
farm-house kitehen. Nellie at te foot of the tab!e
pouring tea ivas tlîe pride aird idol of lier brothers.
Mary Frazer, tihe metiierless aud only daughter of
the Bey. Mr. Frazer, the minister of tise Virgille
congregation, ivas Nellie's besoin friend, and lield a
place in the hecarts of the boys only secord te that
of their sister. Tise four boys, -trong, broad.
shoulderod, sun-burned yenths, open-hearted, gen.
erous and perfectly at ease, always appcared at
their best ini the presence cf Nellio's friend.

After tea foltowed munsic, Nellie with lier guitar,
Jack and Tom with their violine, and Mary at the
piano, wvere a quartette of at teast local reputatien.
WiLh tatk, laugbter, and music the ime slipped
merrily away, tilt Mary rose, eayinig, "Papa vili
be home on thre eiglît.Llirty train, and I muet be at
the station te meot him." Nellie led lier away te
the little bedroom te don bsat and sbawl, while the
boys fled eut into the kitelion. Tom vas first and
ivas putting on bis bat wiien Will interrupted his,
saying, "lWmat are yen going to do?"

"'I'm going home with Mary," roplied Tom.
IlDidn't yen bave that lioner wlîen sue iras bore

tast," put ini Harry, "«yen ouglit te give sornie oee
else a chance."

'WTell, what if I did. I asked lier this tusse,"
rejoined T'om.

"1Oh! " said WVill, "ltisat is what you were saying
over the fonce. WVe1t, I suppose we'Il have te give
place, Harry. "

"1Don't yen sec how thiigs are going, " said Jack.
"Tom's tee sharp for yen fellows."

"Experience teaches fools," quoteqd Harry, lour
eldest brother lias had lus."

'I'orn had te wait for bis charge. There wore
girlisîs secrets te excliange and rnucli subdued cons-
versuatien and laugliter in tise littie bedrooni before
tire girls appearcd. Wlhen t lcy did, Nellie n'as
8ayig:-"I arn sorry papa and inmrna are net
home or 1 should havre eue of the boys drive yen
hiome" Turmiiug te lier brotiiers, ahe added,
IlWlie's goissg te be Mary's cscort? " Tom caine
forwvard and with a low bow and mock galtantry,
said, "lMadaru, permit me."

IL ivas long before Tom forget the walk in that
cloar moonliglît September evening. Aftor it, anid..
a haif heur speut waiting for Mr. rirazer's deiayed
train, hoe walked siowiy bomne trying te answer te
Iris satisfaction wbether or not lie ivas wviling te'
regard Mary Frazer as simpty a.sister.

As hoe entered the kitchen, Jack met bi, sayrng,
"Father is ivaiting for yon. Ho wants te talk te

us. Ife looks awfully eut up. I guess Smith's geL
Isis into trouble," Without aitswering, Tom fol.
lowed Jack into the eitting-room. is father sat
with a deeply troublcd look, surrouuîded by Nellie
and tise boys, wiiile Mrs. Scott sat quietiy, a little
removcd into tIse -darknoss of tise cerner. Mr.
Scott looked up, saying, "lWohl, sny bey, -,ve've
been waiting for yen. I îvant te bave a talk with

ail of yeu together. Yeu know 1 backed Smith.
is debt fails due to-morrow, and hie bas lof t tho

country. Se 1 mnust pay." He paused, then went
on. "If it were only myself that had to suifer, 1
wouidn't mind it so inuch, but 1 arn sorry for yen
boys. If it had net been for this, I sBould have
been able to buy the Harte place for two of you
wvhen our lease expired. Now, I can't. Harte lias
a chance to seit iL and makes me a good offer
for my claim, and lie will pay for the plowing we
have done. I believe I'd better take it. Well, l'Il
tell you what I have been *thinking about. Jack,
howv shonld yent like te take our place here? l'il
rent it te you for as long as you wish. Harry, you
arc the youngest and will lie better near your
mnother for a few years, how would yen like to join
with Jack? And Tom, Will, I amn afraid I can't
find room for yen here. What do yon say to going
to the North-West? Ant excursion starts to-mor-
rûw, and if you could be réady, you might~ go to sec
iat tIse country is like. I had a letter from

Martin yesterday. H1e says tlîey are in the inidst
of harvest now, and I don't think you could go in a
better Lime. WVhat do you say?" For a few
minutes the boys remained sulent, then Jack asked:

"But, ivhat are you going te de?"
"If you'll allow me, V'Il build on the corner of

your farm," replied the father iii a more cheery
tone. Now that hie liad told the werst hoe feit re-
lieved. "But, we ean talk about that afterwards.
Tom, W iii, what do yen say? I know iL is rather
hasty, but you don't go te stay. Your mother and
I have talked it over and we thixsk it best." The
boys exchanged glances and Will said -il~ bie
ready," and Tom addcd, "Se wil.I."
-.At eighit o'clock next morning, they loft the little

station at Virgulle, to go eut into the new land.
To youth ail the future looks bright, and te boys
left the station on that September morning, with
feelings of high hope.

On a pleasant Sunday afternoon the Rev. Mr.
Hcwvitt drove aloisg the winding prairie trait lead-
ing Le the settiement of Merlin. To a stranger thle
drive would have been an interesting ene, but te
Mr. Hewitt it wvas an old story. The buc~kskin-
colored puny and old buckboard followcd, as if
from habit, the smooth hard-beaten track, as iL
wound on mile after mile, seeming to start ne.
whiere and tead awvay over the boundîcas ocean of
prairie. Te a stranger, I. say, the drive %would
have been intresLi> g. The broad, clear sky
stretching over that vide expanse of prairie broh en
oîîly by the horizon, would cause an everpewering
sense of the magnitude of th e Great Lone Land, to
boe followed by a sense of loneliness, te relieve %vhich
lie would turn Le anything. The 'flowers by the
wvayside in their infinite variety would look np te
comfort and cheer him. .He might turn te the
gophere galyboling beneath the very foot of his
horse, but their numbers and utter dietregard Of bis
presence would make him feel more atone titan býe-
fore.
* Upon Mr. Hewitt this had ne effeet. As the
pcny jegged along, hoe seerned lest in tho ught.
Presentiy hie took eut his wateh, and 'seeing the
time began te urge on* bis hore. Hé watched.
wîth interest the settlers' littîs lbeuses as they
appeared, one by one, upen the horizon. As hoe
approached lie began te note the progress of bar-
vesting eperatiens. IVide fields of waving yeliow
grain sie by side witiî acres of standing sheeks,
and hore and there cosnpleted and uncompleted
s9tacks told of a bontifuil harvest. The tinkling
of belle to the right drew hie attenition te the set-

tloment's herd of cattte. .The boy who had charge
of them ivas riding towards him. With a iie
Mr. Iteiitt greetcd bim, saying-

" Well, Bob, are yen going te the meeting te,
day ?"

-"Yes, sir, but I arn net Bob, tbat's my brothers
rinme. H1e generally Lakes care of the cattie."

" Oh! that is howv I made the mistake. One of
yeu hau te wateli the cattIe att Lhe Lime, 1 suppo.qe."

11Ye8, nearly ail the Lime. I have just driveti
thein far tnough arvay se that they won't get iiits
the grain during the meeting."

"'You have a fine lot of cattie there. Who owns
them?"

"1Oht! everybody, that is, everybody that has aîiy.
Pa says every body vito knows bis business lias
catLle. l'a bas ten. Nearly haif of them beiong ta
the Scott boys. They have ail the best bred onie&
Pa says they know wvhat tbey are about. Tbey're
going te get sheep next year. Pa is, tee."

"lYou're baving a good harvest this 'year. I see
smne have commenced stacking."

"1We've got a splendid crop. Pa says iL is thse
best we have liad since we camne te the country,
Those are oar stacks over there, and farther away
you ses the Scott beys' stacks. They have more
stacked up than anybody else. They are alwaiys
abead rvith their work."

Evidently the Scott beys were bis hermes. Xr.
Newitt did net answer, but looed away &cross thse
plain, where creeping aIomýg in the distance, eoitld
bie seen people gathering te the meeting, some lit
buckboards, some on horseback, and a few on foot.
The boy rode &long in silence. Presently hoe said,
IlYou sec that grey Leam just over there. That is
tise Scott beys coming te meeting. That Loam bie.
hiind is pa's.' They're the best teanis in the settlc.
muent. Pa says se." Mr. Hewitt 8rmiled. at thse
boy's hero worship, and for the sakie of sayitig
sornething, asked,

"H1ow far do yen live from the Scett beys?"
"-They're our nearest neighbors. t's three miles

freinonr houseitetheirs." Just thon Lhey reaclied
the bouse whero the service was te be hield and thse
conversation ceased.

The meeting-place vas one of the bouses in tiie
district. Oatherîng in by Lhrees and fours, the
peopte soon filled tho littIe low room. A strauge
mixture of denorninations and creeda, the meet ig
rcpresenting Preshyterians, Methodists, Episcop)al-
ians, Baptiste, Lutherans, and even Roman Cts
olies. Here they met on common ground assd
worsbipped togethor. They sang together 01(1
fasniliar hymne, bowed thqir beadit in revereuce
wlien Mr. Hewitt offered bis simple, earsest
pr-ayors, and listened attentively Le the messaige
whieb hie brouglit thora. Aîter the meeting, thec,
lingered in the r9om and about the door te shake
hands and e'ý.clange friendly greeting wvitls te
suinister and with eue anether. $orne brotigsit
letters te the minieter with the request that lie
sbeutd post tbem wlsen lie reached home, for
Merlin was thirty miles from the railroad and hiat
mail only once in twe weeks.

But Mr. Newitt could not romain long aitiomg
his people. This had been the second ser 'vice i5eld
during the day, auid he muet hasten on to hetd afl
oLter meeting Lwetve mtiles boyond Merlin. Ife
was driviig away wh'len hie beard bis naine calied,.
and Tom Scott came forward, holding in ii hi und
a letter. Givîng iL te the minister, hoe said,'

d~i lli yen please peet it? "
Mr. Hewitt took it, saying "lCertainly." M'itl

ont noting Tom's abasbed manner lie slipped iL into
the outaide pocket of his everceat. Thon wits
friendly "Good.blye," ho drove away. A glance at
tIse envelope. addressod " Miss Mary Frazer, Vîr'
gille, Ont.,j" ivould have explained Tosn's a br
rassment.

To bce coud uidctl in our ncxi.


