
TH'E WTEEK.

r' 1? lIE conventioi-s of siiciety ai-e îîît si> scollil as, xvi xîîîîie

tiTii lign. P e pi- iîeily i utri-it uceil, fotr instan ce,
seeis a Cuminucî cerieîniy tili, ouî occasionl, xve au-e c-omipellî-d
tii peifiiriî it foir iiuist-ves, wîtlîiut the inter-venïtioni îf a
tliii pei-siii. Avkxvard as titis self -iiilii)seiI iuty is iii oriii
ary jnt(-icoui-se, it is teii tiues woî-se, xvlieî it lias tii 1w do(iit
iii pi-int. Thlic haîniing mailie-s of Il Mr. Spectator " aie
equai to the task, anîd lie pr-escrnts birroseif at iengtiî aiid

with cîneî1 ualledl glace, to tlîe xvits andl beaux anti veil -egit
latecI Îailies oif Queen -Aune. Ni> one cati regiret tliat lie
tonk a vhîole essay forî tue piurpoise. But foîr iess gifteil uer-
sous, thie safest i-cl>- is to get it ove[- a,, sooii as; possilei 1
dIo îîîît flatter- iîïyself tliat thîe -eaileis ofi] il E V~ eIcare t>>
kn(i wlîetlie- 1 <Li a 1 ac k cii-a taiti inaî ; Ibut i t seons i'l itý

to preinise thlat V aiîî aiaiiî and xvaî-iily iîîteîesteîl iii
vhiati-veri coiicerîi thei iiîtellei-tual lite of u C-ounîtry. Tliese

îaie il iy clii et î--eii tialI . It is oil *v îecc-ssary to adii tlîat
th is is iiit it y firist alileaî-aîce, ciiiIci thIus lev ici, aind ch at foui
thie î i-isoei it 1 ini w itIi l y x isir îîni.

Tlîeie is iiiiiui toi. cit cîsil iii Cciaihiamî jiurmialimi. At
prii-îî, liiit ine o- u r lui- vi ts seiiitisly at temp 1t-, it. tIi at

11ciîaîîî coit i-h-m- igliti-il0bt)ise-rvvr,'' wviii al-ti laits iii an
aîîlîîaauci vii-y xvei-k. ", At, I)tll-y. tlei-, witli exeiry
iîiîmliicatiiiî foi- theii <ici- of liti-i-u-ry ceii, liegait tue gotid

xvIirk, buit foirîîî -ý1 tiiiif> îîc uîlati-ý îî astîi ihavie îoxv hl i ti ici i
btau> s. The o- vrîld i }t-cfi-i th i c-lei.on aI judniiieit xvitl thle

mailî lîîlîîi il, t>> tule tltli- xlilerii li ;îutl î-iatt- ut-lui-catt-e,
ltckiîg tlii- iimcii. '1'i> theî oue it xvii i lxx ys lixtt, tii tue
oie tî--t is ali vmcs i-t lit-i ili-;f. Andiiltiî xx thld i.s noi fiiol;

witlîiint remîl x ltti it, is imipossîible to>gii ai iiel it-, car.

The secret i s ti lii imiai i ti icl i. N Ve air- lu iel y ciîctucies, xve
mien andti xvii eu . Apmcrt, xvi ni- hlipiess xx e i liiixe i n a iiemut,

diuîknil 15, anid xci i iki tii k îoxv t h omU i i i eli xx aie iflot faci
fî->îîî ci". ft is i-taSsUiiîî t>> feel ilumt îxe bei i n -liîulle pî-înti-d
colucili tlierie is iii t i er> - y steail andl ici uit iiimlahimîeîy, Ibuct
il itie uîî ii i m iik-îîî--lxT--> lhlis e \p laill cli v ut niceaxsiuil
init-rî-sc ii liig-aihîy cmii aiii itx hicaîichi-- fi-ot] the- conites-

sdoues '' t-Aigustilue t-ith clu' -- 'îu'. s o f Sainite- Beuxe Th'is
lmct te-rii-xi de pl lt-mit iof the iiglutici t h i>'iituniy i-ssy, xve ihacxe
e-v-iyxvhi-- iiin iisi thucglu xvC havcxe as y-t tittî-d it xvitli

rio iaiîii. It iiimcy lie- descrlici I as,, takiîig yîcur ietnler lîy tut-
iîuttîîuhîîle, iîist-mui of talkiiig to liiîni de hitiuu'(,it luis froint the
puliîit, ori the plmctfor-ii, ori thie 1 ii-iies'si's Chair. But thiert-
is mut> comîîpul s ion; tlie rie r îu iiust-if foîîuîs the nme xucs. Tii tîy
anti -eckoîî up tîosc- xvho iheal iii it xvîlti lie cîseiexs. Almocst
eveî-y jour-nmal of stmundiiîg- limas its cahuserie iii sone forîin or
othîr. Anti tliis expmuins xvhy the Lui-d tif tiie Bine Pemîcil,
foi- lai-k of ac bette-, bas givenil uit lenvc- tii speiuck îuy un int iii
tîiis place.

Vhiat is the tciniciuu of tht- Caluadiaii cuitic at tue
pi-esc-lt timet ? Thiis i-xcomimiercial dceiuicacy, et-iiicly
xvîtlout inrîhcit-cl cul tur-e, lîmas îîîuuîuccî iiot a littie, gooil
xvî-itimug, tif wlîich the- mîtst stî-ikiîîg clia-acteiistic is scîl h-
ahîîîcst uîveî ilelicate i-etiineit. Otiîeî iite-aî-y ouctput thltie
is oîf aî veî-y ciffeti-tnt c-haiacttî vtrse tiiat ixili uit semu,
Pi-ose thiat, xvll luit parse.'Sh-oucicit the citic lea-> the- tai-es

tcîoî tht- xvlîîtt Slitili hc aIt-nîpt t> <livide tiie siitep
frontî tue goats? Oneî aisxvi- is ''Leax thîîe ul oie
But thîis spuuings fîîîîî theu txvîiistuoî noitionîs - that cîitic
mmd muîthoî ai-e îimtu-mu i 5niius, acndî tiîat cîiticisîîî itself is

uîîcler tue liai- sinste-, mus xvlmo shld( smuy the- iiitegitimaiite

sister of authori-li. A pcîîtl y aiitliugy of pictu îexîue and 1

Vaiied abuse-, Iîes>,tox-î-l oui the pî-îfu-ssîîs uot thie gay scienice,
Ciiclil lie etîsiiy coiupilccl tî-cîî the' wiiting tif tire iast twvî
cc-urîies, lîtuxci oîî thîs- fuiîcauuut-ital eî-îoî-s. Buit tue critic
is the author'- lu-st fî-h-îîc. Ci-iticisin is mutluwshîip. Tire

gfr-eat Igilîl of whuiclî Arnoild aiîd Loxveil ar-t tbe latest mnasters,
neecixrin apology. Evemi tlue -axvest apprentice feels tue

biion- oît leing incienteci in it. Gi-anteci the neeessary
ecjuipnîeit auid hîcîîuîst îîuîîos-, whîat is the critic bunt a cul-
tix-ateci pc-îxon xvlîtî giv-s luis oîpinionu on ac wcîk uîf ar-t, xvhîeî

i-e>uiî-ed, withiiut feai- cor favtiu-. For lius opinion is fitt thîrust
on tue woî-ld, unmaskecl. The mîthor, or luis pcilisliei for
hiiii, asks :'I Wliat dIo you thuiîk tif tluis ?t aîîd Ile giets huis
ansive- mcccîîdimug to tue tiîîe, coînpeteuce, and iiomuesty of

lusoxn dc-edjudge. No author is bondn to aeeept sucli
(lecisiolis as final. (h-c ctsinally one cancels anotiier in a
bcwilîlering fashioiî. But usually thiere is a reniarkalîle
agreement in praise oi-bhune. Critics aie siinply the ad-
vanice gYuii( of public opinuioni. By virtue of Ilis otlice, the
Catau;lïýit ci itie niuîst have- knoiwiedge and1iuist but next:
tii tllCs( bis special duty at tire piesent tiine is to speak out.

There ai-e two icasoils just îîow foi especiaily plain
speech. The first is that we have stultified oui-selv es by oui'
habit of cryin1g Up literary shoddy and rubbislî as gooci ware.
Ail oui' native greese are swans. We, seelli to think tii-t
every Canadian wbo writes a boo0k ileserves a statue for the
aclîievemnit. As a coiiseîueiîce, ouir iiterary criticisiji is a
ileail level of ineaningless pi-aise. Thiee is no relief, nio con-
trast, no lîglht ami shade. Wlîo lisnot reaci euiogy tif oui-

baitic x lii coulîl fot, witlîout mnodificat ionî, be applied to
Burins or Shelley Tlie miotive power is, ni sonie cases, guoil
nature ;iii otliers, pure ignorance. Thle net result is tlîat,
Canadianl litera-y j udgîîîeît is a laugluiîg stock ; and Il Cao-
aîiiaii liteiature " is lîaidiy <liscussîsi outside of (Grîp. 111 tîce
se>cond place, tîjîs ifl(isCriiniate plaise haris thie veîy men

whoiii> iost iceed appreciti ui and enîcourageent. Witiii tlie
la-t fift ecil years -4)11e lialf dozeiî Canadians have writteîi
booiiks wic ilîuesi-ive< recmi intiou, and ilrot, it. \Viy? B e-

(aU-se tlbey ivel-- uîî-cdian criticex wîtli sufiienit, ilisiglit tii
lirst îîsi-i Élie- i-Bi ti- kc-ai-e \VO liail a criA ical autlioi.
it'y, liki-' the> w/i-îîîî,xliiixi iiicisioiis c-ariedi xxeilgu xxitl
thie puicî Not at aIl. But s-i-nse Aiîu-uicai and Eîigislî
c-iltics, wviose opinions., were eiittled to resplect, gav e tiiemo
thleil i xari i appr l. It i s iii ti rions di at iii> salle Canacliail
xx ill pmnllisli a Caaiamî booîk, andî tliat a (aa ban ooik 15'
the- la thtini a Caaiail tliik, tif luyilîg. l1lie
mnarket is I iuiitd, ino cionlt. Bot the clîjef fanit lies at the
dîoî- of the cîîtic. Ic lias iielautiei tue boime-mace book
till the wîîi-liipfîil public, tiiec tif hîein(,gcllei, lias laistel
inito lilaîk scepiii as fai- as Cailiai litematume i,, coun-
cei-ied, arndI îax i lebi t i-i refici -î to sucppiort i t.

yh -iuii' is îlot in a retu-il t>> die iimetlio<s ot Gif-
fi uid aini i tl iii lite nu-y scal p iinteris, buit iii ticchi fl and a
seilse of propoti on . b on lIess i t is tii a iliiaî ix Citi it ti at
lu- liuiws îîo l tii tao. vciscs wlieî lie i«il ilot liai e
lea-jeul lus iette-s. But lie îloes îîot îîî tiiat accouint dle-
ser-ve a revie-x, still iess tliat iii juulgel enlcouragemlenît Wiliecb
tUiiis a îîiîîs ieclianic into a eonceited, local 1'gnis t i-s
îîot îîeci-ssarv to tîîmnahawk biii. Leax c Iiîni sex eîely aloîîe-
canada iîeeîls a Lessing, a illaii whio wiii ni t lie afi-aid to sav

xvlat lie tlîiiîks, a mn wliui xvii measuie ail xviiik bx' a sinigle
stanîdard, the unclîangriig stanîdard of the beautiful anul t'
tr-ue. To say tîlat our work should lie tested iiy nio otlier,
sounds the flattest of platitudes. But it miust lie -aid. Too
long- xe have hieen satisficd withi a local, a piov incial stand
ai-d. lInstead of askiîïg Il Iow would this read to ant Aî-iîold
Or a Loixellh" xve have said. Il Thiîs is ve-y fair, inîleed, foi- tih?
teiît iîcsiîî' or-, Il What miore cocild lie deînanded of ani
unu(leigrad(uate '? " or, ''Whlo would thiîik that a scîtiolinaster
wiitltl have sci inuch litei-ature ?" Noxv, a biook tliat is gonîl

only in Toronto or Mont-al is îîot a biook. lnIless it xvuulil
lie rîîod iii Londoni or- Paris or Newv Yor-k it dites; îlot deseive
the niaine. lii tue îîext pîlace, if it is poîssible to suiiit tie
Caîîadian b)ook to the uîîiveî-sal canonls of taste -tlat is, if tl)e
bouok is woi-ti c-îîjle-n- t e it seîvice the cîitic Cali ri-
(der biîtl autho- aiîd pulic is tii ilîingle witli judiciis
prise, juclicioîîs censure of its fanîts anîd shortcoiniYs,, pio-
vided tliere siîoulcl lie any. Tbiý- can be donc easie- iii Caiiî
alla thîai amIywI]lîe-e else. Oui- So yî noîi oh liteî-atu-e is a
faîîîily aîiti-. Cliques and polîties hu> tnot enter iîîtc the,
pi-olii Aiîd sui-ely xve eau 1)e camîîiul aîîîug ourselves,
witiiout ariyuîie takiîîg îîffe-îce. Free ciiscuissioii on tlie hiril

liasis of kinneleilge xvoull lie a, boouîî tg) authors aiic pulic
alike. It iîici'lît îiake a sti- . Sortie îîîutual adiiatiotn
societies (iii xvliel oîîe inay constitute a uorumiu) niglit ho
dissiilved, sorne people inight nlct take thenîseix es quite s0
seî-iously, but attenîtion would, i the end lie foeussed on the
xvîiters arid voi-k- ut i-cal and peri-îaiient valure.

Holdinîg tliese x iexvs fiinily tliiugii I dio, 1 still do not
aspir-e to dIirect tue lieaxy artillery of mcitieisiîî. But sone-
tulles a line oft skimishie-s can, lîclid a giioul polsition, till the
geuns î-ouiie up ; andi a single sua-slîoute- ulejîlîyiuîg liy
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