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Upon the market by the Methodist Book and
Publishing House, in u Life of the late Senator
Jobn Macdonald, founder of the dry goods
Louse of John Maedenaid & Co.  The matter
for the hook has been prepared by Rev. Dr.
Johnston, late of this city, resident now in
Washington D.C. It will include extracts from
Senator Macdonald’s writings and public ad-
dresses, aud will be embellished by photo-
gravure portraits and several illustrations.
Senator Macdonald filled a large place not
only in the commereial, but in the political
and religious life of this country ; and a well-
written sketch of his life such as this promises
to be, will be welcomed as preserving to us
the memory of a prominent Canadian.

Mr. Grant Allen’s last book contains a
collection of his more recent short stories,
mostly those, he says, that have been written
to please himself rather than the editors to
whom they were submitted. ¢Ivan (reet’s
Masterpiece,” which gives its titles to the book,
will be remembered by the readers of The
Graphic, and so will ‘Karen.” ¢The Concien-
tious Burglar,” in The Strand Magazine, and
‘Pallingburst  Barrow,” in  The lustrated
London News, are doubtless also funiliar to
large circles.  There is a pathetic passage in
the preface as follows : ¢ Many of these stories
Ilike myself. Thope “The Pot-Boiler ” and
“ The Minor Poct ” may soften the hard heart
of the man who revigpws me for The Nuational
Obserser.” Messrs, Chatto & Windus have
issted it uniform with other volumes by this
author.

To readers and admirers of * Ben Hur,” it
will be pleasing to learn that a new story from
the pen of its author, General Lew Wallace,
will soon he issued from the press of Messrs.
Harper and Bros. in the United States and
England, and the Methodist Book and Pub-
lishing House in Canada. This new story is
entitled, ““The Prince of India; or, Why Con-
stautinople Fell,” and like General Wallace's
preceding works, it is an historical romance.
The story begins in 1895; its continuous
movement, however, is in a period from 1445
to 1453, the date of the conquest of the old
Byzantine capital by Mahommed 1I. The
assult and sack of the city, and Mahommed’s
entry into Sancta Sophia (the final degradation
of Christianity in the Iast), forms the catas-
trophe of the book, Speaking generally the
hook is a tale of love, war and religion.  The
incidents are natural, rapid in ceeurrence,
astonishingly varied, and from first to last
subscrvient to the catastrophe. While Minister
to Turkey, General Wallace was afforded ex-
ceptional opportunitics for the collection of
those materials which he has woven into
romance, and in “‘ The Prince of India” the
result appears in all the realism of a style
which gave to ““Ben Hur” a pof ularity that
indicates for the new book an immediate and
large demand.

HUMDRUM OCCUPATIONS.

The Prince of Wales, in the interesting
little speech which he made at the Agricul-
tural Hall, Islington, in opening the National
Workmen’s Exhibition, lamented the etfect of
the subdivision of labour in depriving the
labourer of any opportunity of taking pride in
his work, 1f 2 man only makes a small part
of any product, he said—for instance, the
head to a pin, or even the pin to a head—
he can hardly throw his mind, still less his
soul, into that very fragmentary achievement.
The -consequence is that the maker of such
fragments finds it impossibe to express his
higher nature in the work by which he lives.
He becomes a mere mechanie, a mere drudge ;
and though the consumer benefits; and hene-
fits largely, by this subdivision of labour, vet-
ting hoth vastly cheaper and generally vastly
more effective products by means of it, the
operative sutfers, having nothing to do into
which he can reaily pour his heart and soul.
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The Prince of Wales is uite right in his
inference; but it may fairly be doubted
whether to the majority of men it is a great
misfortune to have an oceupation which dees
not absorb the attention and elicit the character
of the man, as any artistic occupation absorbs
his attention and elicits his character. Arve
humdrum occupations without great advan-
tages ! Consider only that almost all oceu-
pations, even when requiring at first very con-
siderable skill and delicacy of wanipula-
tion, tend to become humdrum so soon as the
art is acquired of doing them with the highest
efficicncy.  Unless the method of doing them
has to e varied in every separate case, the art
soon becomes a sort of tact hardly requiring
the serious attention of the artificer. Look at
a woman with even the most elaborate fancy
work.  As soon as her fingers are well trained
to it, and discharge their function as they
ought, you see that she hardly needs to think
at all of what she is doing, and that heart and
soul wander off to the topies which interest hev
most.  You sec a smile steal over her face as
she rememtors her children’s quaint little
vagaries, or she sighs asshe thinks of the dying
mother or the anxious hushand. Her heart
and soul are no longer in the mere work,
claborate though it he. The stitch has been
thoronghly learnt, the practice of it is meroly
automatic—*‘ reflex action,” as the physio-
logists call it—and the heartand soul are at
liberty to expatiate on any subject. which most
deeply interests her.  Ina word, even the dif-
ficult technique in which she is cngaged, has
become for her a humdrum neeupation.

Now, when Natures takes so much pains to
reduce the organization of even the highest
skill to an automatic process, is it likely that
there can be any great misfortune in the mere
fact that a constantly increasing proportion of
the work of the world tends to become auto-
matic, and falls naturally into the character of
humdrum work 2 We suspect that it is ne
misfortune at all, that it may be on the whole
a heneficent provision for liberating the heart
and soul of the worker to dwell on the class of
subjects which best feed—or, at all events, in
the higher class of minds best foed—-the heart
or the imagination.
how three sisters, all of them women of a good
deal of intelligence and warmth of character,
were once comparing their favorite occuy ations.
One of them said she enjoyed her music so

We remember hearing
bl

much ; another that reading poetry was her
chief delight ; while the third, and certainly
the eleverest of the three, said: ‘¢ Well, for
my part, there is nothing that soothes me so
much as patching an old chemise.” The truth
was that that not very intellectual occapation
set her miud and heart free to dwell on the
thoughts and objects which most decply inter-
osted her, while at the same time giving her
the soothing fecling that she was doing soue-
thing useful, and contributing to the economy
and comfort of the household. Indeed, weo
doubt very much whether it is either always,
or often, a great blessing to have for your chicf
work in life that which takes up your whole
attention, and admits of no exeursions beyong
its rango. It may be a very great blossing
when the subjects of thought on which the
mind chiefly dwells arc of a very painful and
unnerving kind,  But in uine cages out of ten,
this is not so ;and the only offect of an oceupi-
tion which concentrates the whole energy of
the mind, is to exclude from » maw’s thoughts
those casual glimpses of his fellow-creatures’



