
RRADINGs FROM CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

FOR REMEMBRANCE.
IT woUld be sweet to tbink when we are old

0f ail the pleasant days that came to pass;
That bere wc took the bernies from the grasa,

There cbarmed the becs with pans, and smoke unrolled,
An"d spread the melon nets when nights were cold,

Or pulled the blood-root in the underbrush,
And marked the singing of the tawny thrush,

While ail the wcst was broken burning gold.

&uid 80 1 bind with rhymes these meinories,
AR girls press pansies ini the poet's leaves

Anud find them afterward witb sweet surprise ;
Or treasure petals minglcd with perfume,

LOSing them in the days7when April grieves ;
Asubtie suxemer in the rainy room.

-Duncan CS'mpbcll Scott, in Septernber Scribuer.

THE VICTORIA FALLS.
WUNwe corne te thei Viccoria Falls on the Zambesi

*0 ernve at one of the most remarkable sights which any
'?til, the Mworld bas to Sow.The broad Zambesi, flow-

.1 Ilearly due south and 1,900 yards wide, is cleft by a
Ch s-a crack in its bed-running athwart its course.
"e Whole river plunges precipitously down this chasm te
"Si of about 360 feet, or, counting the depth of the
#%ter

13r aY 400 feet. The entire volume of water roils
Over quite unbroken ; but af ter a descent of 400 feet

glaBBY cascade becomes a seething, bubbling, bolin
oUi froui whicb spring upwards high into the air immense

tlQlof steam-like spray. On the extreme edge, on

jý 'Iy lhp of the chasm, there are four or five raised
'PO cf rock which have become isianda densely covered

ýih tree5 . To a certain extent tbey break the uniform
OOe t cf the whole breadth of the river. Beginning on
689uth bank, there is flrst a fali of thirty-six yards in

ti'dth, andof course, uniform in depth of descent to
test of the river. Then Boaruka, a small island, inter-
oe'sand there is only a thin veil of watcr dcscending

%'the rock in front of it. Next cones a great faîl with
4 eadth of 573 yards ; a prqjecting rock ieparates this

a11 second great faîl of 325 yards broad ; farther east
r1Qarden Island ; then cornes a good deal of the bare

kcf the river-bcd uncovered by a descent of watcr, and
11__l that a score of narrew faîls, which at the tirne of

Con00rstitute eue enorrnous cascade of nearly haîf a mile
Ziradtb. Those falîs, however, wbioh are between the

l~d8 are the finest, and there is littie apparent differ-
~ uteir volume at any period cf the year. Their

ýt Ody of water, separating inte spurts of comet-like
Iiecloses in its descent a large volume of air, which,

"Od it 0 the clef t te an unknown depth, rebounds, and
%hes up in a mass of vapour, and forms three te six

%llIsof steam or smeke-like appearance, visible twenty
dt istant. On attaining a heigbt of 200 or 300 feet

hoe the islands, this vapeur becemes condensed inte a
:?itual shower cf fine rain, which produces and sustains

4,etexuberant vegetation on the islands and on the
Zilouring shores. As might be imagined, the most

4 tîful rainbows of more than senucircular extent play
blrthe face of the Falls. After the Zambesi bas descended

1 this gulf, which is nearly twicc the depth of Niagara,
Weh*01der does not ceasc. Garden Island, almost in the

cf the Falls, divides the cascade inte two main
'l'heR at the bettom of the gulf, wbich flow round a
lioUr'hidden mass of rock, and reuniting in a boiling

fi~IlOlflnd an outlet nearly at right angles te the
4q tecf the Falls. This outlet is nearer te the eastern

ko cf the chasm than te its western extremity, and is ne
th t thani thirty yards wide. Wîthin these narrow limits
Z, ýauIbesi which was over a mile wide when it plunged

Sthe Falîs, rushes and surges south through this
111Iel narrow channel fer 130 yards, then abruptly

%a ad entera a second cbasm somewhat deeper and
"Yarallel with the firat. Abandening the bettem of

?0 etern baîf of this second chasm te the growth cf the
Ptre6es, it turns sharply off te the weat, and forms a
% rhortOry of over 1,000 yards long by 400 yards broad

4tebase. After reaching this base the river runs
k>el1Y round tbe bead of another promontery, and flows

14tytO the east in a third chasm ; thon glides round the
bik Pemotnono, much narrewer than the reat, and away

te1 t the west in a fourth chasm ; and after that it
%4t'lis ltill another promontery, and bends ence moe in

4d. et clasm towards the east, after wbîch the extra-
%fiarY zigzags of this gigantic yet narrew trougb become

"dewn inte a wider, less abysmal gulf, whicb

41418and str!tigbtens as the river flows astward in an
lrdecent.-From Livin*qstone and the Exploration

JZ.,tra1 Airica. By H. H. John8ton, C.B.,F.OS,
etc.

THIE INFLUENCE 0F WEATHER ON DISEASE.
4. nlay regard it as certain that an apparent cennec-
ttih'teeninfectieus diseases and atm ospheric con-
l, had suggested itself te the medical mind long

4%0 Syden~ham attributed te the atmesphere an si epi-
001ttto? Others have since bis day expressed

11%4Blves in somewbat similar language. Among these
j ?ay Tietin D. Bilad. Many of our readers will

ý6tb8r how be bas associated an increase in the ameunt

iýt1'lent ilîness with a rise of atmnospheric temperature
* Ith variations in humidity, raint ail, direction QI

THE WEEK.

wind, etc. l'bat there dees exist lu many cases an apparent
connection cf the kind referred te it would ho idle te dis-
pute. That this conuection, if it really exista, is mneroly
indirect, we may also claim te ho true, at all events iu the
clasa of infectious diseases. The influence of woatber ini
sucb cast-s would hocrneasured by its ellfect iu previding an
envîronînent suitable te gerrn developînent. Thus nîeist
woather, wliothîor bieak or warm, wvould be f ound conducivo
te the spread cf contagia, and se it is. This fact bas often
been attested by the extension of choiera, diarrhoea and
the oxantheusata. A warm and dry day, on the centrary,
tends to leck ,uorbid action of an infections kind. This
fact la susceptible of more than one0 explanation. We
may, on tbe oîîe hîand, regardl it as a cousequonceocf the
absence of thiat germ -featoning conditiou-hnmidity ; ou
the otheî, we cannet fail te be reminded that dry waraitb
and suxishine give the signal for au exodus from mnany
crowded bornes, for their freer ventilation, and ceuse-
quently for diminution in tha intensity of centagia. The
exact value cf weather changes in regard te tbis class cf
diseases, however, stillisl and mîust for soine timje remain
sîzb jîcdie. As for tho aliments more usuaiiy asseciated
with these cbange-tbose, for example, more couîmonly
known as imlanatory-tbe connection is bere mucb
more evident, and aise in ail likolihood more direct. The
association of pnenînonia, brenchitis, astbuîa and rbeumna-
tism withblbeak and wet wcatber is toc invariable te per-
mit of our donbting its reality apart frorn any suggestion
of scptic agecy.-Lancet.

RINGS AND WEDDIG IRINGS.

LovE and wedding rings are, we hope, iîitirnately
associated ; yet Colley Cibber exclaims : "lOh, how inany
terments lie in the amali circle of a wedding ring! " Do
yen kuow why this gold circlet is placed ou the left baud ?
Opinions differ. On the oee ide it la afirmed that a vein
procoeding froni the beart te that fluger is thc cause ; on
the othor, that it denotes that the wife is subject te bier
husbaud. Napeleen I., wben hie narried lus second
Empreas, wbispered in M. Pradt's car: "lThe Roman law
ordains that ail slaves shonld wear rings, and as the
wemen are our slaves, they ouglît te wear this badge of
servitude." The Little Corporal and the Great Enîperor
was nlot given te weighing bis words as far as politenes
was concerîîed. It is more grateful te women te knew that
mon in a thousand gracefni. ways have demonstrated the
toudoruess of thoir passiou by "lthe giving and receiviug
of a ring." Hlerrick sings

Anîd ai, this rounîd
le îowhere foind

To law or cisc tosesc r,
So lot our love
As endîes prove

And pure u gold forever.

It was more the fashion in ld( days than new te engrave
a verse within the ring. Mvany sncb have been handed
down to us; for examiple

Thus înay our lives b1)ne me irp)etîmai ronnd,
Nor care mîmr sorrov e ver shall ho founil.

Other mottoos, or posies, lis they wero caled-such as
"Lot ikinga last " ; IlUnited liîants deatb ouly parts";
"Lot us share in joy and care " ; " As God decreed, se wo

agreed" and IlLove and live bappiiy "-charactonizeci
wedding and betrothal rings alike. Thie following were
cbiefly confiuod te niarriage rings : l"A virtueus wife pre-
serveth life " ; IlBy Ged alone wo tee are ccec"; Il Christ
fer me bath chesen tbee " ; Il Hearta united live con-
tented " ; IlGod's blessing beono thee and me " ; "lGed
did foesce we should agreo." Lady Catbcart, who, as the
Scotchman once said, was Il mnce' wastefu' e' husbauda,"
en bier fonrth weddiug ring lîad inscibed:Il If 1 survive
1 will have five." Wbether sho had the eppertunity of
carryicg ont ber threat bistory sayetb not. William 111.
was hardly the kind ef manî te display auy sentimental
woakncas opcnly, and yet whcn lho dicd a gold ring was
fonnd tied te bis ef t arîîî by a ribin-the ring coutaiuing
the Queen's bain. Dnring their courtsiîip lie had presented
the Princess Mary with eue in th(e forni of a gold strap
and buckle, set with dianiondsansd the poay :."I wilI wiu
and wcar thee if I can." Lo)ve bas ever proved supîrier
te sorrow-iudeed, grief strengtheus affection-and a corn
tain Baron Roscu sent te Silîcria and deprived of ail bis
persoual trinkets, refnsed te relinquish bis wcddiug ring,
declariîîg that if it weut bis finger slîonld go with it, and
bis wishes wore rcapected. Dr. Johnson pneserved bis
wife's wedding ring, with th is inscription" Ehîcu ! Eliza
Johnson, nupta, Jul. 9, 1736 ; inertua, chen ! Marcb 17,
1752."-Casscll's Famnily Magazine lor October.

AULD ROBIN GRAY.

A SONG altogether of Fife enigin and autborship marks
the commencement of the period of modern baliada. It
wiIl ho acknowledged that Il Auld Robin Gray " bas few
superiors, either aniongst it predecessors or successers,
tbougb te eall it the Il King cof Scottisb Baliada," as
Chambers dees, is te raise it 1te a dangorous emineuce,
wbicb it wouid net be prudent even for the moat patriotie
native of the II kingdom " te dlaimi for it. For our pros-
eut purposo it is more to the peint te observe its modern
character and sentiment. This canuot he botter shown
than by an extract from the letton Lady Aune Barnard
wnete lu 1823 te the anthor et Il Waverley," who bad
referred in the Il Pirate " te Il Jeannie Gray, the village
beroine in Lady Aune Lindsay's beautif ul baliad" :

"Robin Gray," Lady Aune, thon an eld lady, wnites,
"se called fromn its being the naine of the old herdaman

at Balcarres, was boru soon after the close of tîhe year
1771. My sister Margaret liad married, and accom-
pauicd ber busband te London. 1 was rnielanicboly, and
endeavoured to amuse mysoîlf by attcmipting a few poetical
trifles. Thore was an ancient Scotch rnelody of whiclî I
was passionately fond. Sophy J ohnstone uqed te sing it
te lis at Balcarres 1 longeod te bear old Sopby's air te
different words, andl to give to its plaintive tone soule lit-
tle history of virtuous distress in humble life, which rnigbt
suit it. Wbile attempting this ini nîy closet, 1 called te
tny littie siister, now Lady Hardwicke : J have been
writing a ballad, îîy (Jour. I arni oppressingig y heroine
with many mnisfortunes. 1 bave already s4ent ber Jainie
to sea and broken bier fatber's arm, and maide bier mother
faîl sick, and givon lier Auild Robini Gray for a lover;
but 1 wisb te l oad lier with a iftb sorrow ini the four
lines, poor tbing 1 llelp nie te one, 1 pray. ' Steal tho
cew, sister Anne,' saîd the litle Elizabeth. The cow was
immediately lifted by me, and the son" comipleted. At
our tireside, aniengst our neigbbours, 1 Auld .11obin Gray
was always4 called for. .1 was pleased witb the approba-
tien it met witb." To which Sir Walter Scott answered:
"I wish te beaven 1 could obtain an equally authentic

copy of 1 Hardyknute,' and tiien I think old Fife rniigbî
cock bier crest in honour of ber two peess"
Blackwood's.

FIJIAN lieUSES.

TuE,ý ordinary Fijian bouse looks, ontside, like a groat
oblong bay-stack, standing on a inound raised 50111e few
feet above the snrrounding level, witb a long idge-j de
exteuding beyond the roof at cither gable, its ends 8cmc.

times ernamented witb. shelis. The bay-stack bas a door-
way or twe, witli a mat suspended in it. 1louses with
greater pretensions, bewever, bave the walls prettily
I atticed witb rceds, and distinct from itbo roof, wvhicii is
elaborately thatcbed, with great projecting caves. Inside,
immense pests, usually of vesi-woed (ielabijiiga), and
a very ingenieus framework, support thù roof. 'lhle
interior docorations of sinnot (cocoanut libre), always in
rectilinear patterns-for tiîey (le net affect eurves 8are
sometiînes pretty. The black, sqnared lintels cf thoe(10cr
are the stems of trce-ferna. Ou a great shelf overlîead is
stored tbe fauîily lau, a cenvenient Fijian word equivalent
te tbe Italian roba. Hors it comipri4es their tsiger
linge rellIsof tappa or native cleth, mats, immense pettery
vessels, snd the like. The sbelves were aIse handy in
war-time as a peint cf vantage wbonice yen couid coniven-
iently sîîcar your ieiglibeur as ho entcred, and beforo bis
cyca becamie nsed te tbe subdued ligbt. Tho floor is
strewed witb mats, on wbich you reclinie, and is usually
raised a foot or se toward one end, wbich enabies yen te
take a graceful attitude, leaning on yonr elbow. (2ookingy
iis doue in a little lîut outside, or sornetimies there iH a great
fireplace on the floor, coniued by four logs, the sitokce
flnding its way ont through the lofty roof. As yen einter
the bouse, you fin'l the mats being swept, er freali cnes
unrolled and laid down. Your traps arc brouglît up fromn
the boat, and if this happons te bave grennded hiaif a mile
fremn the shore, yen bhave perbaps yeurseif licou carnued te
land by tîmose williug giants. A few words are cxchanged
witb the village chief or your bost for the timie being -far
tee few, te rny mind, even for peliteneas. I ain told tbey
do net expect it.-Polulai- Scienice Mlont/i/y.

LADY IDUFFErRiN tolas some interesting anecdotes abiout
the Baboe Englisli of tbe Hindoos. One man, uluring an
oxamication, was told te write an essay upcn the horsev,
wbich ho did i 0 tbe feilowing brief ternis :Il''Thi)hersei
is a vory noble animal, but when irritated ho ceases te do
se." Anethor liad te write mpon the diflerence between
riches and povorty, and hoe ended bY saying "In short,
the ric inman welters in cimson velvet, wbile the poor
man suorta en flnt." (adiî Americai.
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POEMS IBY SEI'ANUS-

Ai] whîî îri ze locatl ,C(olir -ami Younîg oitlisui, and <ieepu
lîearted liatriotisin will in tiîd lîi in tlh, book. Thelîo eries of siing8.
1)uîwn the River,' are veritaleh cadcets if îîrecioîîs New WVor1d

cîîccerts." -Satiriday ltevieîu (Londoln, Eîg. ).
"Sp)irit and folie genîîinely Canadian.. ..... renefi models

of versification are 8uccessfully and app'piteyiîlated....
The author niight become a Caiiadian Loîîgfellowý." -Spucftt0
(Londoin, Eîîg.>.

'The prett *y ronch îiphrases andl refrains roie like ftle, notes of a
guitar into our Saxoin syîîipîhony. As Mr. Cable lruglait intt-ulise file
riefi colouring of thie Frencli Creole regions, the Ca,îadian i ets began
timid]y te uise the6 sanie resources aiong thie Fronclînien of Canada,
and the best fruit (if the new effort la te be fiuuii i the premeîît
volume."-New York Nation.

IA new singer fromn Canada wvho nossesses a brilliant natural
voice. It ia not iikely that there is ini America or in England another
writer who couid describe a w<iodIland sojoiirn, îîatîîrally and withoîît
strain, by means of haif a hundred villanieiles,"--Boston Litcro
Worlod.
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