1
i
i}
il

L I Bl i B

!i
d

t
1
t
e

644

standard of admission, and to use such tests or safeguards
as are necessary to prevent the incoming of those who have
to infectious disease, or who have
But there is a wide diffor-

marked tendencies
shown criminal propensities.
ence in principle between assisting pauper and child jmmi-
gration from the public funds, and actually prohibiting
such immigration or putting serions obstacles in the way
of it, when promoted by private philanthropy. ‘Indeed
from the philanthropic point of view it is doubtful if there
is any form in which the means of the charitably disposed
can be used to better present advantage, or with better
promise of farreaching good results, than in rescuing
indigent and orphan children from haunts of vice and
misery, subjecting them to a suitable course of training,
physical, mental and moral, and transplanting them to the
fruitful fields and praivies of this wide, Western World.
One ean neither admire the logic nor envy the spirit of the
man who would willingly obstruct such a work. It is true,
as observed by one of the Labour Congress delegates, that
there are all too many waifs in the streets and slums of
our own cities needing to be thus rescued, trained, and
cared for. But there is abundant room for all in the agricul-
tural districts of this great Dominion, and the example of
those large-hearted men and women who are striving to
save the children of the Old [Land should but stimu.
late the gencrosity of Canadian philanthropists to do the
same for the children of their own country.

IN announcing the recent appointment of Dr. Chamber-

lain, of Dundas, to the important and responsible posi-
tion of Inspector of Prisons and Asylums, the (lobe
enumerates the following among other qualifications of the
successful candidate :—

He has been a fighting Liberal for a quarter of a
century.  He was an unsuccessful candidate for the repre-
gentation of Dundas in the Commons, and ran three con-
tests for the seat in the Legislature. In the general elec-
tion of 1886 he was successful, and, notwithstanding that
Dundas ranks as a safe Conservative constituency, he was
defeated on other occasions by very narrow majorities, He
has fought the battle of Liberalism all through Kastern
Ontario, and ranked as one of the best platform speakers
in the Province,

We have not a word to say against the gentleman
referred to, who, 5o far as we know, may Le well qualified
for the position and in cvery way worthy of it. What
intercsts us and should interest all friends of reform is the
(/lobe’s peculiarly frank avowal of the principle upon which
appointments are made in the Civil Service in Ontario.
We do not for & moment suppose that the present Govern-
ment of Ontario is a sinner ahove the Governments of the
other Provinces or that of the Dominion in this respect,
though possibly the G/qbe is a little more outspoken than
most of the other organs in its way of putting the thing.
But looking at the matter from the point of view of plain
common sense one may well wonder what is the connection
between fighting-Liberalism, or defeat in a political contest,
and litness for the inspeclorship of prisons and asylums.
Probably we shall receive a satisfactory explanation about
the same time at which we are clearly shown how it is con-
sistent with economy, justice, or good government that a
few favourites, the lucky appointees to certain special
offices, should be paid by fees for their services at rateg
which assure them very large incomes, while many other
public oflicers whose duties are no lesy arduous and respon-
sible are obliged to content themselves with moderate
salaries, Were the Province for the time heing under the
régime of a wicked Tory GGovernment, steeped in tradi-
tions of favouritism and trained to regard the public
offices as good things in the gift of the rulers for
the reward of the faithful, there would be less
occasion for wonder. But when we are reminded by
the recurrence of the words ¢ Liberal ” and ‘¢ Liberalism,”
in the brief article quoted, that the principle of appoint-
ment exemplified is that acted upon by those who claim to
be the legitimate descendants of the old ** Reformers” who
fought so long and 80 stubboruly against the iniquities which
were begotten and transmitted by the ** Family Compact ”
yystem of earlier and darker days, the mystery grows dense.
Is it not about time that we should have a new Reform
Party, composed of genuine Liberals, and having, as one of
the planks in its platform, a non-partisan civil service,
with appointments on merit alone, and no tempting
sinecures or consolation prizes for defeated candidates?

HE near approach of the day tixed for the trial of the
man who has been for some months in prison at
Woodstock, charged with murder most foul, may well sug-

gest some reflections on our modes of procedure in such
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Whether the accused be convicted or acquittod,
the evidence, so far ay at present appears, will be purely
Whether cvidence of this
kind can ever prove guilt with absolute certainty may well
be doubted.  Yet in a very large proportion of cases it is
the only kind of evidence available. That innocent men

cages,

indircet or ¢ circumstantial.”

have sometimes been convicted and executed on circum-
stantial evidence, seemingly of the strongest kind, can
scurcely be questioned. But, on the other hand, to argue
that conviction and punishment should never be based
upon such evidence is to plead that, in nine cases out of
ten of deliberate murder, the murderer shall go unwhipt
of justice.
deprived of ity chief safeguard for the protection ¢f human
life. It is often said, somewhat thoughtlessly, we suspect,
that it is better that a thousand guilty should escape than
Everything, in

This, again, would mean that society should be

that one innocent person should suffer.
such an assertion, depends upon the meaning attached to
the word * better,” but it would be hard, we think, to
define it in any ordinary sense, and maintain the truth of
the proposition, Certainly if “better ” is used with refer-
ence either to the well-being of socicty or the sacredness
of the individual life, it would not be dificult to demon-
strate that it is better both for society and the individual
that each should suffer the almost infinitesimal risk of
becoming the innocent victim of circumstantial evidence,
than that all should be constantly exposed to the danger
that would result from the impunity on which the assas-
gin who should lay his plans with ordinary cunning could
almost surcly count, if he could not be convicted on circum-
stantial evidence. The sum scems then to be this : that
among the postulates to which every individual may be
assumed to give tacit assent, in order to enjoy the advan-
tages of life in a civilized and orderly community, is that of
the right of society toinflict its prescribed punishment upon
him, whenever it shall be able to bring circunstantial
evidence of a certain degree of strength to bear to convict
him of crime. On the same principle alone can the
buprisonment of a man, who according to the legal maxim
should be accounted innocent as not having proved guilty,
be defended ; though it is clear that such imprisonment
should be for the shorlest possibie period consistent with
the interests of justice. Whether this axiomatic rule is
always observed, or has been obscrved in the Woodstock
cage, is worthy of serious consideration.

NOTHER thought of even greater practical importance
than either of the preceding will have forced itself,

we think, upon the minds of many, in anticipation of the
forthcoming trial at Woodstock. Tt iy pretty clear, as we
have already intimated, that no huwan being, save the
accused himself, can ever know with absolute certainty
whether his hand or that of another committed the deed.
So, too, no one but himself can know, with absolute cer-
tainty, how his time was spent on the eventful day on
which the crime was perpetrated, or whether and for what
purpose the journey, if he made the one which will be, we
Is it not, then,
obvious that the statement of the accused himself might

suppose, in evidence, was undertaken.

be of the greatest value in helping judge and jury to dis-
cover the fhcts and judge righteous judgment ? If conscious
of innocence, he would naturally be eager to give the
explanation. TIs there really any valid reason other than
the purely legal one, why he should not be permitted to do
so1 Any danger that the jurors might be deceived by a
flctitious story is of the smallest. The cross-examination
would almost surely detect the inevitable inconsistencies
in the most ingenious fibrication. There is, we helieve, a
marked trend of thought in England, in the direction of al-

lowing the accused to testify in criminal cases. Wil it not

be found, in the last analysis, that the hitherto prevailing.

objection is based largely upon the sentimental notion
that there would be something wrong or horrible in allow-
ing a criminal to be convicted out of his own wmouth

'PHE tremendous question of official precedence is again

to the fore, this time in & very concrete form. His
Eminence Cardinal Tascherean excused himself, at a late
hour, from attending the State dinner given by Hie Excel-
lency, the Governor-General, in honour of Prince George
of Wales, at Quebec, though he had previously accepted
the invitation. The Cardinal made no secret, it appears,
of the fact that his change of mind was caused by the
discovery that his place at table had bheen assigned at a
remove of three or four seats from that of the Prince.
The claim is made on his behalf that, in accordance with
the precedent lately set in England, in the case of Cardi.

{SEpTEMBER 12th, l-¢U.

nal Manning, and, as alleged, in accordance with the Eng-
lish order of precedence, * princes of the Church” should
come next after “princes of the blood.” The incident
certainly does no honour to the unworldliness and self-
abnegation of Cardinal Taschercau, and is strangely out of
place in this democratic Dominion. [t is, perhaps, just as
well that the incident has occurred, as it may serve to
call public attention to the anomalous fact that the
Canadian order of precedence does assign a place—albeit
only the fifth-—to arch-bishops and bishops. As we have on
a former occasion said, the giving of a place to prelates in
England is the logical outcome of the existence of a State
Church, though that fact gives to dignitaries of the Roman
Catholic Church no claim to official recognition, But as
the table of precedence is arranged wholly with reference to
State occasions and State officials, and there is in Canada no
connection between the State and any Church, it follows
that to give a place to arch-bishops and bishops is to make
an unwarranted and

hetween the
clergy of religious bodies which are legally on a footing
of equality. The simple and natural remedy is to have
the table corrected, leaving clergymen, like other invited
guests, to trust the courtesy of their hosts to assign them
suitable places.

invidious distinetion

HE chief subject of discussion during the past weck in
political and business circles, on both sides of the inter-
national boundary line, has been the debate in the American
Senate on the Tariff Bill. Space would fail us to describe at
length the various propositions that have been made in the
direction of freer commercial intercourse, especially with
countries to the south. There is little doubt that Mr.
Blaine's views, or some modification of them, will so far
prevail as to limit, by some condition involving the prin-
ciple of reciprocity, the provision of the Tariff Bill, as it
came before the Senate, for admitting raw sugar freo of
duty. The amendment introduced by the Senate Finance
Committee, the effect of which would be to put the whole
matter virtually in the hands of the President by cmpower-
ing him to suspend the provisions of the Act, in the case
of countries imposing duties or other exactions deemed to
be ¢ reciprocally unequal and unjust,” seeing that it would
leave the remission or collection of a total of $53,000,000
or $54,000,000 of taxes at the discretion of the President,
would probably be endowing the Executive with too uch
authority, even for the American gystem. As tothe pro-
posuls in which Canadians arc more directly intcrested,
Mr Hale’s amendment, virtually empowering the President
to establish free trade with all Awmerican countries, has so
little chance of paseing that, it attracts attention only as one
of the straws showing the new direction the wind iy taking.
The resolution of greatest immediate interest to Canadians,
because of its directly practical character, is, undoubtedly,
Senator Sherman’s proposing free trade in coal between
Canada and the United States, and offering to appoint
Commissioners, to meet others to be appointed by Canada, to
frame a general scheme of reciprocity. There iy very
little prospect, it is true, that this motion will, under
present circumstances, be carried. In all probability
tidings of its defeat will have roached our readers leforce
this number of THE WrEx is in their hands. Neverthe-
less the fact that this and other proposals looking to freer
intercourse with Canada have been made and seriously
considered is significant. The tide of public sentiment in
the matter of restricted trade is evidently turning. The
lepublicans of the New England States and the great
American North-West are in almost open revolt against the
policy which not only restricts their commercial freedom, but
also prevents them from procuring at the cheapest rates
the raw material necessary for their manufactures,
Mr. Blaine’s shrewd words, “ T wish to declare the opinion
that the United States has reached a point where one
of its highest duties is to enlarge the area of its foreign
trade,” suggests that, in addition tolthe demand for cheaper
raw material, there is also beginning to be deeply feit the
need of wider markets in which to sell the products of
their factories, which are now producing goods in many
lines far beyond the capacity of their own people to con-
sume,

’[)ROBABLY, then, the day is drawing near when Cana-

dian statesmen may have, if they desire it, an oppor-
tunity of seriously discussing with those of the United
States some new scheme of reciprocity. It is true that
Mk, Blaine, who now represents the mcst potent and aggres-
sive political force at Wa.shingbon, i8 represented as holding
that a satisfactory settlement of the fisheries difficulties
musi precede any negotiations looking to closer trade rela-




