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REPEALING 'HE INSOLVIiNT ACT.

'lTche i ttn uî~IîýLI 110Wî i C 1111111 thei e itc;lti ito ii ci luit. tc
tot al telîal of- tuelînc î A(i t\ i .ci ieii ît1ýits ,uîîîi iîtletvu i tiac dunîml,
quiescerit, <ltlît~ î iî'lie L tîlertît' uttuitutit iii tut i sotils. tint i.x , lîy
doing aw.îy n tl it tiw leît\ t. îtîî alstî tIo an ax nt tiiitse]Nixc. Veriiy,
faitli In fluic lt '90\\Ntt Ilt git i l tti, cîiLcIiiilttcicseatt g'Illettnets, onet
the itîcrt'ase, anîd tinii cn- t hcliex tc tlia t tite a 1e \frsiytexic
10 cotltl tii cvi., aitd t heu., I)v ntttex ttglie Itn teinex e ;Ij
the evil. xxiilix iCtoict lthai.t deti Ille shltadox e\ligîislcs, thc
substaîc.

IL lias Itecî ttittue)cd a,, airî îtgîîîîît lit Pl i't\iîou: iii titi ablitioniit et, titis Att
tiîat it xviii raî-,c cuit N .atinl eredtît ly shio\Iiiîg lthe Natioins xvhe tt itat ns ltoxv
deterriined wue aie te libu'i ait nd c s<i se tonident \v arn e ut otir cvii
pcwers atnd capat ituls ta tli ne hi' ade i oui-eut muids te knoxv tic sîteli word
as II fail," or tînt %%- tire Icadiîîg a forlorît hope, anîd cuscicos cf the dantger cf
panic have roîîsed tlie t ot g f tlespair by cuttitig off aIl pcssibility cf retreat.

WVere wc realîx iii carucýt n utr cf tbese x'iexs, we xvoîld culy, iii ilie oee
case, carît flite 1t-cltîatiî oi self-cî utccited foll' <or i 'tindtess te certaini disaster,
atîd ]iltir îic tilîc weuýeIt I ellesciý\ the 1W iii uptIo o f enfen itîg, Ivy tîecessity
cf l.îw, a c-1t1t11ii11 t iadt mci i xii

Bitit xx c aie c iot il iiccre il) eitliet of t1itse aitîs. juîdgitig by tire uttenahices
of tlîe îtartY et chlis, alit tue siletnce oai tue oppose:itiotn, xx' do net iîean really te
do .twii' xxitt t ts il\ c It A(î t. lu t fi' civ tu secin t(i (Ioi -to cltatige ils
feti n iîîîxai iii l'ritx iii( li legisiative cut tctiets regartlitg Ildistributiti cf

aist."li' t reii ato Tii t1i 111 lte iniatier i'stîîerely drawntg needlcss
atterii t(,Ii tI)i tttîlîbiu lî ans tis tily fair te state, liow'e 't, that
Ibis dcfec e Cet t cîîc.l is sii III eîîly liv a fcw. 'l'lie tiîass cf our people, atnd
oîîr legisî,tit, t. ttxxî i) sn s.'ihey tlîiîîk tIiey sce ihli way tti au jractical
advantatge I tut' getterti xi rautble of ach iii tai fttr liiiiiself w'hich xilh even-
titalhy foilaxx tilt' aboiilitioin cf tlire hi i, xvhci flic iext cycle cf '' (1h1 tttfles"
<'ducs roiund, tatd (lisistet caii mie lttgcr buc cuxceuted eveti by fratîdulett
tiîatîs. Each <te of lis, it ili bc obscrx cd, etitertains futll conîfidence iti ls

cxv in dix idual ailiity ti) wn ii iiitc garni' aiof I'

Ltf nerhuhii i io ntl ir.ty cxclthe t'crieti: (errert ilîy have coin-
mitted lîy Ilîcir iattcitiimî tii plii al ditcte otultim f tiîis Insalvetit Act

i'ill do utucl te oent titeit eeý. IL is utat itagctier tcomtmercial prudence
and foresighît- aI lea'. t tL is îot tic ltîglicst iýItîd cf it-wiicli prenmpts a
mnerchatît stolidly te attetnd to lus cxvi biusinîess or invesînients, and do hais
duty te the Statc hîy xcting f'or lus pet lawxyer te represetît hi-., vicxvs iii Patlia-
ment. 'Thei pet laxvy'cr tîust lx'e. Law' is itis professio. ýshort, simiple,
directly effective, sîîcci.îl Ais oteti~tf in'uoivctcy, or itiy cter butsiness
mnalter, arc îlot a desîderatiîin tu the hprofessiont. Thie pet lawyer dees not
desire to sitîk enly ta flie lexci of a fricuîd. 1lc aspires te the hîiglîer dignity
cf hegai audxiscr t', wcll. 11l4iw att.îiu t1it pocsitionî tf tiiere be îîothîing te
advise about ? M\er(.i iits 'vii filid, sooti after thîis Itîsolvetît Act is siiiîffed
eut (if Catiditi Iliîsîy lie dcstincd ever to chroniî'le sîcli an event), that
Provitncial ectiî.iits attent tire distributîionî cf assets wxili call for inch hegal
home, cctiibîinet witii hittximic s aicnînctî, te ititerpret thiett. 'l'lie Itîsoivetît Act
cf 1865 certainiy f'evaired tAie debtor- - but tue abolitioni cf atîy dischiarge iti
insolveticy atid tire ineviîtible variation of' mietliods cf distributioni cf assets in
each Proxince, il o[pent ttp a tiiici wIder field cf enlerprise te thie dishonesi
and unscruptthcus trader. If tue itîtelligetnce îdatetd te ingetiious buisinessý
theft lias bcti largely dc'. t'etIi)m I)lic u pî esetît anid Jitce(litg Lnsolx'eît Aets.
as soie aven that it lut t. l xxiii tuttlxxi)tlerfti sci In t hIis princiial dissic
tien cf conmotî itin. X'itlî '(ix ptrovincies te n'erk tit, anid a d"fiènenit tex' il
each, tue dcfrtudcd tîît't t î xiici ILî itr.cncly <hificîtit, etîn N'îtli tli' ati
of a pet laxx'ycr, ii f nd tîtitefimie '' assets '' xx'licli hiave .îlretudy potssilb3
been ingenioîtsly '' distributcd "oxer tÂte xvle six - atnt ex ci sluîld pîtaise
womtlîy effort be cu'cntuaiiy rcxx'.rded w'itl i.ottiice sutccess, hie txîay iîrobabh,

find hie hnoces, faigîtte a nd. soincx'lai costly init tIle atld moltley'
couirse tîte %%,tîIInI giit iti siiinill ', aIixx':tv iitî thri lielp hils lxxv'
anîd the oii'i f- Ili lthttt . ii'i t lIîitisclf aga- i « a rd dis
tnibution, îy ehitaiiitg set irit ies of îî'epeutics ]ehd 'ii a difféentt l'rox'iîe
frotn thiat iti îx'iclt the debtor anid eredilor hiave tlîcir Il local hiabittiotu aîî<
their titîe," f(,u, IL xviii lic soinxvhîat difficult toeacta l:ixx: cf' distribuitiotn fo

t eaehî Province xxhîicu xx'iih exactly dovcîaii itt cadi othier iii cvcry cotccx'abli
case, atnd the xveaký spots iin these Acts xxihl bc (hiickly discovercd atnd itsed b;
those more itîgenious Iliat ingettoîs. Hoxxex'er confidenît a xvloesal
Inerchant rnay be Iti Ilis oxvo acîtînie. or tue legal slircîxdness of luis adx'iser, hl
can lîardly hope tiixays to cotîqier iin tue strife. Norn teed lie flatter lîimse
that, everu a'dtîiititg lic is tîtuable to do more thrin bol lus cîxil n'ih iit'.b
xxilh hose ne Iliont tuaIii Ile xx'atîld i\ tir ittsoiîxt'l \( t, blî'tim' , ieL i

ail n ee csehiexx'li ait ail iin itotiler, fer thai is a deltisioti. Aîîx'îliî
that tends te demoralize te lctîctr anîd integrity xx'ii mutst ex'er he the bas'
Qf soîînd trade Linder the credit systeni, or redîtees the colleccîng cf debts te

1'rattcr cf Sharp practc(e>bebxee 1i creditor and debtor, can lîardly resuit xxell t

flic tuait %vhlo ba athîing te lesec. Lt is dciidedlv nu faveur ni' he matiwh
lias c\ ci ytiîing te gain, if tire itnial standard efl cach bc n-i flie saine level.

If tins hcnigled land of' oets i, dcîcrîninied cxper îiîlially te test ftie
trt orl e fîtlscliood of' titis ]lire of t easoniîig, il is wull it tIL s1lild bc left tu

the ýc ntle tcaI itg ef' ils self cliesen teaclier, cx)et len(Ce.

A LUCKY ESCAPE.

TIhc ntationi lias 1 ccn t elicx cd frein plentîdiii( grif. 'l'lic twe sons of the
lPrince ef W'ales, tire l'rinices who arc licirs te flic tliroc ef' England, ivcîe
said to ]lav e bcn tattoe( on thcir ties i'itli atichers (or broad-aî îows, atîd se
disfiguî cd fer life. It wvas niost ethinis dîstrcssing.illý,, '['lîrc was sotie

t hing se aivfîil i n thli idca et a iii<)t n h teief a e viii ted Sta te w It a ti ec adi rned
wvitIî a device in gtîtîpowder. tduit the tnattetnal lîeart saîk ovet viîcltîîcd a t fice
bare contemplation of the catastrophe. Atîd flic worst oif it ivas that the
emblein of Hope-wvorse stili, that of Goverinînt propcrty-vas tiot to be
eradicated. Il Not poppy, noer matîdragora, ner all tic drovsy syrîtps of the
world," flot ail the resources of modern laboratory, nor the expedients of ex-
perimental science, could remove the indelibie disgrace or avert this national
calamity.

'l'lie rumour lia-, happîly been contradicted. El1'se cur only consolation
ivas that the ]oyalty cf the nation is se great tliat IL is (ftite cap)able cf adopt-
itig the disfigurement as a fashion, so that tiw appl)araticc prcsentcd by the
Princes mnight tîo longer be regarded as a sitîgnlarity. If wc ail adopted bUne
anchors or broad-arrowvs on cor noses, it xvould hlave thc cffect cf a national
peculiarity, and se far froni being ashanied cf IL wc miighit rejoice and be glad
ini it as a distiniction. It might, it wvas felt, bc possible even te pass an Act cf
Parliament making it conîpulsory, hikec vaccinatiotn. Lt wottld be possible, tin-
der the Act te extend it te the colonies. Wlîether Jreiand slîouid be included,
would beconie a bîtrning question,.-as evcrytlitg abouit Ireland docs become
a bttrning question-and 1 can imaginie a request te accede te the proposition
beîng cited as another wrong te Iliat Il rost distrcssful (ctnitry." Here, then,
was a way eut cf the difftculty into wicli the nation lias het jiiutiged, and
there is ne want cf precedent te support it. l'eopile have gotie toecvenl groater
lengtlis, and some cf the most popular anîd eîîduritig fsîn have owed their
enigin te less defensible modes cf flattering adopted by couniti ies and those
wvlî follow their lead.

The ancients, who are thoîtght by some te have enjoyed a nuonopoly cf
wisdom, and xvho certai.nhy compensated for that Ilha'porth cf bread"' by an
intoierable quantity cf folly, set us the example cf tcadying te princes, even toi
the extent cf copying tlicir defects and inimickiug their dleforniities. Thus, it
is said that Alexander the Great had one shoulder highcr than) the other, and
that his courtiers used te affect the inmperfection as a mode cf flattery. The
story is a littie open te susp)icionl, becatîse ive must recoihect that iii Engiand
ive have had a mnitarcli willi the samie pccîtliarity ;bîtt il is difficult to believe
that any courtier wvotld have foi.nd special faveur iii the eycs cf Richard III.
by limping about flie plhace shrugging eue shoulder and w'earing a faise hump.
Much more likely thaI lie wouhd have muade speedy acquaitlance with the
Ilowest dungeÔn bencath the casthe moat," or would have lîad tic head lcft

teward which the cffending shîcuider couid bc shînîgged.

'l'le modemn forni cf Court flattery lias heeni thaï, cf imiitaîing the expe-
dienîs by wvhich l'rinces cndeavoured to conceal ihîeir def-ects. 'Ihus, the fact
that- a kintg cf France liad ne beard set aIII Eutrope sitax ing f ,or a century or
more, atnd gave tic nîaniîood of vety icountry ilî.î sctîîliaîîe of cffenîinacy
-whli, lost for awhile afler the ('ritticati iar, ta atLali affeced. I t is, lîowever,

tonly fair te say that sbavitig itac prevai led befere aI sutîdry titiies and with
Idivcrs nations, atîd that flic extrerre fclly ef flic tbing 'otisisied in tue fact that

for so long a îîemiod il %vas actuaiiy for-ed ripoui socieiy as a lest cf respect-
ability. No mai darcd te wear a licard tue fact of ]lis doitîg se caused hini
te lic sliuntied hîy bis frietids, sc',utcd lîy socîety, aîîd hootcd ai oti the streets.

f Lt, xvas tii vaîin thaI lie i lcaded thai God lîad given Iiinîi a iteard te serve sontie
r cf flic tîost usefîil iprpses ni preserxitg lîcaltît. Il mtade the inalter xvors

if' lic pointcd out that, tic ti aditiotial portrait cf the foindet of' ( hristianity xvas
bearded, atnd that ail] thec great mien duritîg centuries net only woe the beard,

1 but rejoiceci in it as something maîily anîd hecotnitîg. Fashion xvas tee sbroîîg
r for cvcrybedy. IL wvould tiot tolemate eveti a moustachie ; indced, flie wcaring
c cf eue xvas tue greatest offenice ktîown te the social iaw. 'l'lie prejudice against
y titis still survives arnong fatuons eid batikers and city tieni, wbho, presumnably in
e their dotage, have been known te dischiarge clerks auîd others in thleir eniploy
e for the heinous offence cf allowing the liair to grov oni the uipper lip. 'l'ie
If relation beîxveen respeclabîlity aîid a. cati shavc iii, of course, entireiy

e1rbiitta1rv lit I'islîiet, playing ttic coîtlier, hîivtît dec reed il. tuaIt deet'ee htad
's l'or a toIIc îotsideraule penied as illîci foreu as if it liad Lcî foutîd intire

gDecalogue. Onie cf the fttst te oppose it boidly and epenly-ulîat is te say, as
[s a public man-vas Mr. Mutntz, the niember for Birmingham, who ouîraged the
a '< collective wisdorn" hy taking his seat in the lieuse cf Commons in a fu11

o flo'wing beard that would have donc credit te a patriarch.


