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. gordant elements and not so merely mechanical a cohe-
sion, It seems that many of the trust-deeds of the old
Wesleyan chapels confer the power of appointing the
district preachers ou the, (mstecs and « cl'lss-]eddCIS” of
the particular district chapels. On thc othei. h'md as
these trust-deeds distinctly recognise the spread of Wes-
Jeyan Methodism as the great object to the advancement:
of which these chapels are dedicated, and as John Wes-
ley towards the close of his career Iumse]f estab]xshed the

. Conference and conferred on #¢ the general power of ap-
pointing these Dlstnct Preachers throughout the Wes-

: leyan body, it Las been contended that the old trust-deeds.”
which vest the power of appointment in. the trustees of
particular chapels must be overridden by the more general
“trust which they contain for the. benefit of the -whole de-
nomination, and must be subject, thereforé, to those later
developments of the ‘Wesleyan: orgaﬁis.ation which have
transferred this -power to .a central .C.anerence,; This .
was the view taken.in the lower court by the Vice-Chan-
cellor, who' held that to leave the appointment of the
district preachers in the hands of the trustees of particular
chapels was destructive of the whole system of Wesleyan
organisation in the shape which was given to it even by
Wesley himself towards the end of his career. . :The
Vice-Chancellor had, therefore, decided - in favour of
the Conference that all such special trusts were overridden
by the latter-developed rule which gives the. right of ap-

- pointment to the central body. This decision has, how-

- ever, been reversed by the Lord "Chancellor, who points

out that as.the original trust-deeds (i the case of thé.

Birstal District -in.Yorkshire) were repeatedly _rene'wed.

in their primitive shapes: without any relation to the.cen-.



