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tho greater part of bis force, to arrive at Fort Erie
at 8 a.ni., Lient. Col. Dennis and myseif te go
round the coaet in a eteami tug, taking a company
of volunteer artillery to reconnoitre the ebore be-
twcen Fort Bris and Black Oreek, and to return te
Fort Erio in time to meet Lieut. Col. Booker at 8
-should Col. Peacooke approve of this be would
march by the river road from Chippevra and make
a conibined attack with Lieut. Col. Boolter at some

poli nt between Fort Brio and Black Creek, outting
of the ensmy's retrent by the river ; the tug em.
ployed cruising up and down the river, cutting off
any boats that might attempt tu escape and cern-
municating betweeu the forces advancing from
Cbippewa and front Erie. I communicatod Ibis
proposged change te Col. Peacooke; both by lelter
and telegrapb, omitting however, I think, to men-
tien the use proposed to be made of the bug. The
plan was merely a modification of thal proposed
by Lieut. Col. Dennis, whvo, wiebed te mnove at
once with the volunteers without arranging a june-
tion with Colonel Peacooke. Before receiving any
answer from Col. Peacocke, I went off iu the Iugwithi Lieut. Col. Dennis and the oompany Of
artillery, leaving word witb Lieut. Col. Booker te
talke cars and obtain Col. Peacocke's approval te
the proposed change befors acting on it, and ex-
plaining the plan peously detsrmined on in
case Col. Peacooke =hul desire bim te adhere te
il. We arrived at Fort Brie about 5 a.m., steamed
along thons, and pa Frencbman's Crsek, where
we 6aw the euemy's camp apparently deserted.
After carertilly examining the shore fron Brio to
Block Croek, and seeing no signe of any armed
force, we wont ashore nt Black Crsek, and were
infurmed that the enemy had broken up their camip
during the night. A party wats seen by the in-
habitants meving along the river in the direction
of Chippswa, and the rernainder te have turnod
inland aI Black Creek. As far as I could makieou eu
front the aise and appearance of their camp, and
from the reports of the people, their oombined
force could net have exceeded 700 or 800 mon. I
thon returned with Lieut. Col. Dennis, by water,
te Fort Brie, as appointed with Lieut. Col. Beoker.
That officer net having arrived, 1 became awaro
tbnt Col. Peacooko bad acted or) hie original plan;
but from the information 1 had gainsd was of
opinion that lie would net have more than 400 or
500 mon te contend witlh. Lieut. Col. Dennis thon
]anded the company of artillery, and I preceoded
w ith it paîrolling the road and hcighti3 between
'Fort Brie and Black Croek. Bitween 30 and 40
pnisoers vrero takon by the conipatiy or handod
over hy civilians and put ou hoard the tug aI Black
Creek. Sosing nothing more te be dono at Fort
Erie, I drove up te thîe raiwny 8tation, on the
line te Coîborne, te ascertain wlîsther telegrsiphic
commiunication had been (iponod, and obtainod
what information I could. This station ie about
balf a mile front Fort Brie and to the westward of
the higb -.oad fromn Coiborno. 1 lhnd bardly en-
tered the station wben 'I hourd a ci,'v that troope
were coming down the bill between snyseif and the
tewn. 1 jumped into my convevance and turned,
towards Erie ie give the alarin te the coin pany of
velunteersileft there. Findiig th)e.ppreanch te Brie
ctnt off and the enemy's skiîiséhersi @tonling
round te surround tue, 1 turned round and drove

te the eboes in the direction of Coiborne. Near
Rid&way, 1 turned up towarde the high rnd, and
pasRing the railway bridge found it on fire. I
stopped and g t soins buokets frein a neigh heur-
ing titaim. an d, with the assistance of the driver,
managed jto put eut the fine. I then went on te
the garrison road, wbon 1 heard an account of the
engagemont'with ,Col. Booker's force and of ils ne-
treat te Coîbono. Il found two wounded men aI a
road-eide bouse; oe of thoin 1 took iute Col borne;-
the ocher wite toc badly burt te move. I arrivod
ut Coiberne botwoen 6 and 7 in tbe evening. The
force bad heen iaoreaed sînce the previeus day,
and now oonsistod of the soven P. A. 0., with 4
Companies cf tbe 22nd Oxford and the Dru mbo
Company attached, 2 Compunis cf .Hoe Guard,
the Caledonia and the Queeu'e Owu and lSth-ia
ail about 1,400 men. The garrison wae iu the
greateet Stute of confusion, and the troope that
had heon engazed in the merning coneiderably ox-
hausted frein want cf reet and food. 1 ordered
what assistance 1 could! te Col. Booken wbo uppear-
ed quite overcome by fatigue and anxiety. IHe
begged me te undertake ail neeessary arrange-
ments, and later in Ibe evsuing requested me to,
takte tbe command eut cf hie -hande. Finding,
Ibis was the wish cf othen volonteer officers f
superier rank te myself, I telegnaphed for insîrne-
tiane, and wae desired hy Col. Lowry te take the
command. I postod a lins cf out-lying pioket8, at
a radius of oe mile frein the tewn, extending
flroin the sbore te the Welland Canal, witb streng
supports in rear, and ordered Iberemainder cf the
troope te lie down and gel wbat rosI lbey could.
I îolegruphod in varions directions for food and
amrnmunition, and hy 2 a.m. on Sunday Srd had an
ample su pply cf hoth. About 1 o'clock, the alarm
wad 'sounded, and officens and cîvilians nusbed
up informing me Ibat the enemy wue marching on
us in force and witbin 500 yards west cf the tewn,
where I had plaoed ne piokets. The alarm was
euîiroly wiithout foundation, but had the offset cf
depniving the treepe of tbe few heurs reet they
might bave had. Ai Ihrough the nigbt, reports
were coming ti cf large forces being landed on tbe
ehore between Coîhorne and Brie, aIso wîthout
foundation. 1 sent the tug bout, however, Stijl
kept ah our service hy its owner, Mn. McCollum,
te watcb the sbors holweeu Coiborne and Brie,
aud called on soins cf the civilians te act as scoute,
and keop me informsd cf any movomente in the
neigbbourbood. Reveille wus eonded aI Ihree, and
I immediately made wbaî arrangements 1 could
for serving out rations and ammun ilion. At five
o'clock, sending a pilot engins in front, 1 moved
by rail towards Brie, taking the wbole cf tbe
Iroops except the 13tb , wbom Iiefl te guard Port
Colborne. Ilearing the ensmy were posted rieur
Ridgreway, and finding a favourable position for
forming up tbe troupe, at B. in Sketch, on a road
known as Skirk's croesing, I disembarked the
mon, threw eut a lins cf skirmisherti, witb four

slupprts frein the 7tb P. A. O., witb orders for the
fian.k supports te wheel outwands and extend ut
once lu case cf any aigu cf a flank attack. In tbis
order, and witb a ehrong rear-guard, I advanced
frein 1'B " te the garrison rnad, and freont thonce
towards Fort Brie. On ceming te the ecene o>f the
previous day's engagement, at "C0," I ascertained


