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THE ARCHITECT.*

ttime that I have had the pleasure of reading a paper
I architects or others I sincerely trust that you will bear with me,
look kindly upon any errors [ may make, and if the paper as a whole be
weak I hope you will be light in your vituperation and that I may be
strengthened in this to better prepare another at some other time, 1 have
chosen as you see for a subject ** The Architect."”

It has been said that any one possessing the knowledge of a poor carpen-
ter, the skill of an indifferent draughtsman, a little audacity and a ten dollar

ill, can appoint himself an architect. Certainly in_the present state of
affairs all persons are privileged alike in practising architecture, or ra}hgr mn,
shall 1 say, designing, and superintending the construction of buildings,
notwithstanding the important consideration of health and safety of life in-
volved, to say nothing of the hideous aberrations that our cities and towns
are often besmeared with py men whose only passport to public patronage
is their ‘“ gall” and the assumption of the name of architect. :

It seems a pity that something cannot be done to limit the practice of
architecture to properly qualified men. I have sometimes thought that in-
stead of having the word ‘* Registered” removed from Clause 25 of the
Ontario Architects’ Act, that those only who have passed examination be
allowed to call themselves *‘ Registered™ ; all others who though still being
allowed to practice, would not term themselves ‘‘registered architects " and
thus save the ignorant public, if they choose, from being victimized.

I have also thought a measure of the trouble might be averted, the beauty
of the city improved and the architectural prefession edified, if the city
would not grant a permit for any building unless a copy of the plan as made
by, and bearing the signature of an architect be filed, and if the architect
would not undertake to make plang, for any person unless he be commis-
sioned to superintend the construction of the bnilding as well.

Loan companies and money lenders would have better security for their
money if they would insist that the building on which they are asked to ad-
vance money should be planned and superinterded by an architect,

But before the general public will be able to distinguish between archi-
tects and ARCHITECTS, it will necessary that they be educated to distinguish
between good and bad architecture—to accomplish which there is no doubt
this Association has done and is doing a great deal, but perhaps if archi-
tects would voice their opinions through the press oftener on things archi-
tectural the matter would receive more consideration from the public. The
taste of the coming generation would be greatly cultivated along this line if
the study of architecture were brought into our public schools, In what-
ever way this great change shall be brought about 1 cannot say, but I sin-
cerely trust that the time is not far distant when incompetent men, such as
real estate agents and mechanics, will not be allowed to practice architec-
ture without the proper qualifications.

How often we see exemplified the sarcasm of Lessing when he says—

Tomkins forsakes his last and awl
For literary squabbles,
Styles himself poet
But his trade remains the same—he cobbles.

I remember hearing of one of this stamp erecting a large building for
manufacturing purposes where all the internal supports were wooden posts
from basement floor to roof ; the weight to be imposed on each support
would be something enormous. Under each post he had one stone 18" x
18” x 9" resting on the earth, and but for the better judgment of the builder
Who objected to carrying out the plans in this respect, there would probably
have been very disastrous results. This architect, with fear and trembling,
went to the owner and made the excuse that owing to the softness of the
earth which he had not foreseen, it would be necessary to enlarge the foot-
ings under the posts.

When we bhear such things as this about people who call themselves
architects, we can hardly wonder at owners employing what is known as
the ““ practical man,” instead of an architect, for this kind of work,

Plag arism, or purloining the designs of others and calling them your own,
is, unfortunately practiced by this class of people who usurp the name of
architect, who, if they do not crib the entire design, pick out the features
they think suitable for their purpose from the published work of other archi-
tects and who m inage in this way to form some sort of a design, and hear-
ing whatever praise the unsuspecting client may have given expression to, he

bears his blushing honors thick upon him" just as if they had been honest-
ly merited. 1 remember being asked to compete for a small country church,
Out of respect for the feelings of the kind friend through whose influ-
ence I was asked, I submitfted plans, but was not, however, the fortunate
man. In conversation with the secretary of the Building Committee he in-
formed me that he had in his possession one design which met with the ap-
proval of the committee. He showed me the plans and perspective draw-
Ing, the latter being a tracing from the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND
BUILDER of a published design which I myself had made.

Dryden has aptly marked the three steps in the career of most men of
genius, thus—

‘* What the child admired
The youth endeavored and the man acquired.”

In my mind I can scarcely conceive of a man being proficient in this pro-

t}‘:.-ssnon whose career has not been marked by these three steps—one who
:S studied the profession from his early youth, spent a number of years in
the office of a recognized member of the profession at all kinds of work in

;:;r;!ix:clion with architecture, and who makes a constant study of his pro-
n.

onlc:e \;ﬂpe‘rhagws a misfortune of the profession that its members must be at
be eithe:'s lsn g usngess men and scientific experts, and they cannot choose to
e rfht an the other without great injury v their useﬁ}lness and
16 desi . lsd . ought by a great many to be beyond human capacity to excel
3 gn and anything else at the same time. The man who would be a
ut:'lpl_lgh architect, while taking great pleasure in exercising his designing
qee “ﬁs. sl.l\ould not ovgrlook the importance of making constant efforts to
x?“ a::af‘gamlhar with details of construction, prices and ‘speqiﬁcanons.
beginning, ',‘gld that an architect for fear of discouraging his client at the
quiries reg ardm:?gically makes all sorts of encouraging responses to en-
the owner after hav?n t, and does everything to get a building started ; so
with the work, lllhougghm‘en a most elaborate sketch is tempted to go on

by say $2,000. Af‘ﬂwaré’:t'::gers have now exceeded his appropriation

tures, heating, etc. €rs are to be taken for mantels, gas fix-
cluded in thgorigina?fe:ame the architect told him that these were not in-
much money: so that whemat;, but he had no idea they would run into so
thousantgi dollarsblmore .h:,: l‘fe bi::lgég&is _ﬁmpleled it has cost several
ment of course blames the archit g € owner in his discourage-
:‘il’ehll'lsl :ll.::m ;ln lv.lhe first place andﬁd h‘i';x:tfelﬁhllect had spoken plainly
¥, all the trouble would mogt likely ha; 45 expecting too much for
far more merit in being able to builq well on Ve been prevented.
design artistically, but unfortunately withouta Jio
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I have heard very many definitions of what an arclt_metct '15t was My uq;
amusing one to me was from the simple son of a lady client. ¢ Credi

coe Di 0 3
pleasant duty, at one stage of the work, to condemn a Ilaal R;nP‘fvi‘: atﬁrm";g
Valley stone. The contractor in the presence of Bob, the Sh "ind express 5
very forcibly that he thought the stone was.good eno“g..'Thal'S all rights
several other things that he thought, * Well,"” says qu.

Mr, ————, but there's a man paid ¢ do the thinking. nscientious

There wasa lesson in the remark for me, and to evefgr 00 il <thd
architect, to be always thoughtful of his work, considering eVn );
the design be most suited to the purpose for which it i mleevef
purse of the owner—that from the foundation to the rld]fe s e
ional problem be thoroughly considered, and that when the might
building will be beautiful.  We will then find we shall hav]t? ns the next tim
all proofs of success, that our clients will come to us for p ilf
they build, and use their influence with others on our behalf.
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HAMILTON.
(Correspondence of the CANADIAN ARCHITECT A;ut)l B:l:e‘::

A special committee of the Hamilton City Council bav imits,
mcndé)d that the building by-law be amended by extending 'tl}:j?nﬁ;: “hall have
providing that all schools, theatres, and other public 'bmd b s!o{ed in
fire escapes attached, and that no explosives be perml:_te Aot onfraction r:
any building. The owner or contractor is made liable for ot on the wests
the by-law. The fire limits, which at present are Bay str‘t; cunk railway
John street east, the mountain on the south, and the (Arrartl1 cast, from gh:
on the north, are to be changed to Wentworth street on the erack; thenc
Grand Trunk Railway to the Northern and North-Westertr:) g8 streets
west to Ferguson avenue, south to Aberdeen avenue, westhe oot if
north to King street, west to Dundurp street, north tot b soulh
railway tracks, thence in a south-east direction to Queen stret .
that street to York street, east to Hess, north to panncn..ﬁasbe require
and north to the Grand Trunk railway, Builders wi Nothing b
deposit with the inspector a ground plan of the buxldmgg- within the
stone or brick buildings will be permitted to be erecte
limits,
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MONTREAL. 5
(Correspondence of the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BU'LDEz;Jm fod

Mr. Geo. E. Wade, R. A., of London, Eng., who won lh;onald» D
for designs for a memorial statue to the late Sir John A, Mac \ive here in
erected on Dominion Square, in this city, has sent a.re'presentaan e
the person of Mr. F. A. Williams to make the preliminary arr ubscfibed-
The statue is to cost $20,000, which amount has already been :"h ste
1t will stand on a base of unpolished granite, 12 feet in height, Will o
the four sides leading up to the pedestal of the main statue. i col'-“"qs
itself will be surrounded by twelve polished red granite clustere
fourteen feet in height, and with bronze caps. Resting on these ©
a stilted arch nine feet in height, with reliefs in bronze, e‘mb e$ bronz€
Canada's progress. Resting on the arch are four colossal lions ln linked
and above these stand a group of seven figures, holding §h.|eld5 ahic
arm-in-arm to represent the seven provinces of the Dommlon.ﬁw S
confederated by Sir John Macdonald. In the centre of !hesg lg}‘ng in her
overtopping them, will be the statue of the Queen of .Plcnty.b ‘c)mzes, repre:
hand a cornucopia filled with Canadian products. Different r:'e ase of th;
senting the various industries of the country, are placed at[&l Wade, an
pillars. The model of the statue has been completed byP 'rl;'ce o ales:
has been approved by Her Majesty, the Queen, and the dnthir prizes 13
The impression prevails that the winners of the second an son, g 0
this competition will be declared to be Mr. Griffiths, of London,
Signor Xeménes, of Rcme. " g s500ia”

Cortracts are about to be let for the erection of the Canada L;ge A y Mr-
tion's new office building, plans for which have been .pre%a in the frgfi
Waite, of Buffalo. The building, which has been designe e i wil
Renaissance style, will consist of seven stories and a basemding ack 10
stand at the corner of St. James and St. Peter street, exten med street:
Fortification Lane. It will have a frontage of 58 feet on St. J faced

with Ohio blue stone. There will be two principal entrances, 031 an ed .on
St. Peter streets respectively. Offices for the owners will beth;r ‘% aﬁadxaﬂ
the first floor ; the ground floor story is to be occupied by
Bank of Commerce. F— Leag“?
Referring to the appointment of a committee by the Architec buildings Od
of New York to draft an ordinance to forbid the erection 9nsa n
excessive height, on the ground of their being insecure, 1 says' i
inartistic, the Insurance and Finance Chronicle, of this city, frid nd ?J
action of the architects is backed up by the insurance comp:dangered é
who have judgment enough 1o realize how health must be i—‘“ cunlight an
streets running through deep defiles of bulld:ngg that keep O
air, there will be a limit placed on these Babel-like slructu.res-h~s city, oY%
A dinner was recently tendered at the St. James glub. mkt loﬂ the eve o
Hon. Mr. Nantel, Provincial Commissioner of Public WorLS;nd- .
his departure on an extended trip to Europe and the Holy s erect

e
The Building Inspector reports that the number of bz:f‘"g he vallilz
during 1893 was 561 as compared with 640 in the previous Yy . ;2.598'815&
of the buildings erected last year was §$2,835,800, as aga"t‘)een ofa mlin‘
1892, thus showing the buildings put up last year to haveu“ of his recthe
superior class to those of the previous year. As the rels hectors ¥
visit to the convention of Building Commissioners and In por dinance i
United States, Mr. Lacroix will recommend that our building much gre'at
amended so as to provide for the erection of fire escapes to @
extent than heretofore.

¢ f No!

An old stone front building in the rear of the Home of the S:ISt indows of
Dame collapsed recently, throwing into the street the walls & g
the third story. Fortunately no one happened to be passing corded: \d
there had been, one or more deaths would have to be re ection pff’ g
occurrence points to the necessity for frequent and careful m5pour B“','d’nw
structures which front on public thoroughfares. 1t is due ‘Ou ghly alive
Inspector to s;.y that he has usually shown himself to be thoro !
the duties of his position in this regard. ation wi

The fifteenth annual spring exhibition of the Montreal Art A?;ZC will
be opened on April 2oth next in the galleries of the Association
close on May g.

nitary (a(he

R =R

IR,

| - o— A —



