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THE WANSTEAD DISASTER.

The features of this dreadful railway accident of

Friday night Iast are familiar enoughi now. A fast ex-

press on the Grand Trunk main line, NO. 5, hound
West from London, was given an order by the train

despatcher at London to cross at Wanstead an east-
bound freight train on the single track line leading to

Sarnia tunnel. The operator at Watford Station, next
east of Wanstead, misunderstood the order and allowed
the fast express to, dash through a blinding snow-storin
and crash into the freiglit train. Twenty-eight per..
sons were killed a.nd forty-one wounded.

Where is responsibîlity to be fixed for such a har-
rowîing loss of life? This is what a coroner's jury at
Wyoming has essayed to, determine. Thev decline to

allot blame, as between Despatcher Rýerr and Station

Agent Carson, but say pointedly that the accident
could have been averted had the company employed
more experienced telegraphers at Kingscourt and
Wyoming. Some of the things that came out in evi-
dence may well cause the travelling public anxiety, and

ur rlxavauthorîte, soic leart-scarcbing. Here is

a station agent, Carson, wh li as liecn for thirty y cars

in the c. nifox of the roa il exemipiary servant. Éis.

regular assistant ý\ as tal,7.; f roni hîmi, ani for six wce. K

lie liaî bu ii doiiig- ail the w rk ot exp ess agent, bag-

gage master, ticket agcint, anti telegrapli operator at

W atfurd, assisted oil i)\ a sixtecti x car oui boy, of

trîlng experience. \Vill aux un)ie sav- that a mian su cir-

cunstaniced xvas flot over-Noi1ýt w ul

Again, the cx idence of the train despateh'. r, 1K-err.

statu that the express ruiglbt have e en stoppe.d liad

there been a telegrapli operator at \\ anstead Station.

Wbxý m-as there not a teiegraph agent at M'anst1.ad, a

station on tlhat single bute portion of the G.rand Titunk

thronged by the enornionis traffie cast ani west tbronlgb

Sarnia tunnel ? Is the stripping of stations of necces-

sary men, till one official, on wboxn depends lufe and

propert.\, is worked fourteen and seveliteen hours a

day, part of the su called "econuomy" of the raixay

company? If this shocking disaster is a resuit, there

shonld lie senne power to p)nt ail end ti> snich murder-

ons econumny.

Xlr. McGuigan consi(Iers that this (lisastronis col-

lision was 'simply one of those inexp)licale accidlents

in wvbich the human rnid lias becu lacking." And lie

furtber states that "no super;or officer of the road iS to

blamne."* Wc are by nu inîans sure tbiat lie is riglit im

cither contention. The lînniianl nind, evn f a station

agent, cannot well bc e'xpected to perforin its funictions

if both body and brain are overworked to exbaustiofl.

How, then, about the human nin1d of James Tryer, the

youtbfui operator, who had had four days' expericuce

on a railway wire, andl for seven minutes listened to ail

urgent eaul uî>on bis relay at Kingscourt, before à

(lawned uipon bis brain that it xvas hie who was ýbeing

calied? Certainlv his "mmiid" was lacking. Investiga-

tion into tbîs collision must lie tborough; and the rail-

way must not lie allowcd to sacrifice tbe reputation of

an olîl enîploylce, or the safety of railxvay travel, in the

interest of "economy."

MONTREAL HARBOR.

Figures of export trade v ia Montreal are always

of interest to the people of Canada, wbo bave watcbed

wiîh interest the growth of commerce througb our St.

La-wNrence route. We welcome, therefore, the seventh

annual recordl of the export trade of the port, pnb-

lisbed in pamphlet formi by the Gazette of that city.

Speak,îng with reference to 1902 sbipping trade, the

pamphlet says it hias not been considered satisfactory,

although the number of vessels and volume of tonnage

increased from 742 VessClS Of 1,388,000 tons, in 1901,

to 757 vessels Of 1,453,048 tons in 1902. The prin-

cipal reason for dissatisfaction is that because of high

rates of insurance on both cargoes andhulîs, and low

rates of freiglit, the business hias not been profitable.

But worse than tbe marine insurance rates, in the

opinion of the compiler, lias been the low freiglit rates

to United States ports, caused by keen competition.

The inward and onîward trade of tbe port showed

a decided excess of acîvity, whicb is attested by the in-

crease of the wharfage dues from $196,ooo, inii 190,
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