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TORONTO, PRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1901.

THE SITUATION.

Sir Alexander Lacoste, chief justice of ubc

has raised the question of abolisl.ing the appeal to the

Privy Council, in England. He made the suggestion

.in an after-dinner speech, it must be said in initigation,

on behaîf of the province of Quebec. He comlpare(l

the present practice as an appeal to, a forcigi court,

going so far as to say that only ln the province of

Quebec can la court be found competer.t to, render jus-

tice under the law of that province. The suggestîini

toabolish appeal to the Privy Council, so far as Que-

bec is concerned, coming from the Chie[ justice of that

province, can scarcely be quite impartial, since thel
appeal may be fatal to some of his: judicial conclusions.
If there had been any general opinion în the province

in favor of abolishing appeals from the courts of the

province, somne whispers of it would have been heard

before. The Chief Ju 1stice equally deprecates appeal to

the Supreme Court at Ottawa.' Ail titis means that,
in bis opinion, neither, the Supreme Court nor tne

Privy Council is competent to administer the French

law of the province., He mentioned the expense of

appeals as one ground of objection; but the clients,

who elect to appeal, would complain if the right to

do so were denied them. There can be no doubt that

tîtese appeals give general satisfaction, especially the

latter; when the Privy Council has spoken, litigants

are willing to quit the arena; without the riglit of

appeal, either to Ottawa or London, they would not

be satisfled>. A Ica ding member of the Quebec bar,

who was present, Mr. MacM\aster, made a strong pro-

test a.gainst the proposed abolition. The Chief jus-

tice S suggestions cannot be said to constitute a public
demrand for the abolition of thesýe jurisdictions; .but

there is some danger that the mine that has been

located may be worked by men.who are always ready
to flnd a supposed racial grî-,vance, even where none

Mr. Chamberlain bas let'the public into the secret
that the Government, of which he is a member, pro-

'.er tt, h î n w ,î ard ru1î'-. \\ Iiicli -hiall give to the

ina;jo Vity î, thei Il olse of C.Xîonioi gtreater coi nt-ol

over its own bi tsine'.s, and greatcr ceîîtrol over the

nieii wh l ii ,-uiit andî outrage it Y- anxd tîxat the ciixdcavor

wviIl lie irade -to) protect the uxother of parlianueuts

froin those w l) oll de-dtrcoy her ilsefulness and

rCputtatiî ni» Il e added thiat wlheil the timie for a disso-

lt'.onji of I arliaxuerit draws xîear, I)reparations w-ill he

mnade to ask tlcelor'e w ,hethier it is fair to con-

tinue tfl Ish rcpfl l*senltatiol>i oin a scale "ciiornousx

exceedinug tlic repre-.cntatioîl of Scotland and Eng-

landi." lie estinuatc', that an the. scientific basis of

1î>ç,I>tuIati(ýii w hicli Canadla enjo' s. I relaufi is over-

reprn sented to the <-\tent of thirt\ inbers. TIhis, he

dcclared, c'>ustitiued aitaî for the perpetuiation of

which no reason cotild he fouifd. l'cr contra Mn.

johni Redmond, iii a recent speech, referrilug to the

Poer war, avow cd that nothing hut their mnability tck

succeed should prevent the Irish front resortiitg to

arîned rebellion. For this, lie said thecy hiad justîfica-

tion, hut they hiad iot the ineans. Ile therefore con-

tent$ hînîsei w ith advising tlie Irish people to liate

and despise and defy the FEu1glish Goverlument: in this

wav, lie preteuds to believe, 1 umei Rule is to be got.

lie refers to Canada, goinig back to the time of the

rebiellion, as a precedent, as if the two cases ran on al

fours, which is very far fromi being the case. If the

Irish people had the saine opportunity that the Boers

liad, lie declared, tu organize, arin amI drill for years,ý

tlien he felt sure thev would give as good aî-n account

of theuiselvcs. lie furgets that the. Boers are a nation

of hiunters almost boti with rifles in their hands, and

that for a long time tlîey were obliged to defend themn-

selves against powerful, savage animnais, lions, tigers,

and others; and in titis way they got such ail educati.m

iii the use of arnis as nu other people could ubtaîn.

On that part of the hoiundany line, delinxiting

Cania<a andI the V.nited States, betwcen ,Rouse's l'oint

auci the river St. Lawrence, 501eof the fragile tnonu-

limeits of wood and motnds require attentiùn, and in

sonie cases replacemnut. l'o inspect thein with a view

of finding1L ont their exact condition, 'the Canladian Gov-

ertumient anI that of New York have appointed sur-

Sey ors to go over the ground, and report the facts as
Ile lndtei Mn potes are said to have disap-

p'. aied ; an admnonition that less perishiabte materials

will require to be used as substitutes. Where t1e

monuentshave disappeared, the probleni wîll be to

tind the exact places whiclî they occupiÎed, Mounds

are scarcely suitable for this work; for besides beîng

sObject to denuding influences, they may be unaliciously

tanîpered with, and put out of casy recognition. Sonie

durable material ought to be substituted for materials

tîxat are perishable or unstable, and we take, ït for

granted that this course will be followed.

Now that the London Times gîves assurance that

the basis of the arranlgement regarding the, lsthmnian

Canal has been settled, we inay accept the general. fact

as authentic. The precise detaîls of the schemne, as

published by a Chicago paper, some weeks since, werc

aîmost at once discovered to be premnature. 0f details

the Times te ls us nothing; for these, we must await

the officiai annouincement, after they have been per-


