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worthy of careful consideratiou, and we will be pleased to, have the
viOWs of other surgeons of our uxilitia force on the points suggested
by our correispendent. The indications are that wro are on the ove of
times of peace, and this will have to be borne in mind in treating of a
fiubject which really acqtires its special prominence owing to the element
of disturbance.

Attending,,, the churcli parade in Ottawa on the Queen's birthday
were twvo military bitds, thos-a of the Guairds and the 43rd Rifles,
which of course played alternately, and the difference in the length and
s.peed of pace, as given by the two, were very noticeable. Now the
Field Exercises lay down very definitely that the quick march shall
consist of 116 paces of thirty inches each every minute, and it is quite
evident that one band, if not both, was disregarding thiese facts. We
know that the saine state of things existe in other places, and remem-
ber vividly the effectuai manner in which, the marching past of several
battalians at a review iii Montreal some years ago was spoi!ed by the
erratîc timo of one of the bande. The remedy for this state of things is
simple, and lies in the hands of the bandinasters and commanding
officers of corps. Drum, pluimet and piace-stick shall be used, say
the Field Exercises, in teaching nien to mardi, and so say we.

Another point brotuglt ont by the samne parade wvas the unsuita-
bility of the presen t reguilation headd rosses for the variations of our
Canadian cliniate. The brase helmiets of the3 Dragoon Guardi, the
bearskins of the Foot Guards and the fur-busbies of the Rifles are
alike uinsuitable for the cold of our winters and the heat of our suni mer$.
Stinday was a briglit ê1y with the thernmoineter up in the nineties, and
the discomfort of ail the corps under their top-heavy loacle was pitiable.
It je easier to find fault with existing arrangements than to propose a
reniecly. If martial appearance coul be1) left out of accotunt the problem.
of providing head-gear for Canadian troupe wvould be simple enough
a tuque would futifl ail necessary conditions for 'vinter or hiight work,
a-id a soit ft.lt bat te protect the liead, and particalarly the eyes, froin
the saninier sun, -%voultl mecet the case perfectly, but uihaptxpily neither
of tiiese is particuilarly trini looking. Perliaps some of our readers may
ha-re soneuting practîcal to, euggest.

TH1E IVEEICS DOIYGS 0F CORPS I.N TUEI AN01TII-WFEST.

Puring the week ending on Monday morning there have heen con-
Biderabie changes in the disposition of the foi-ces ; the easternmo.st
column, under General Middleton, having effectually completed its work,
has virtuaily beeu absorbed into the Battleford force, the Winnipeg
Field Battery alone rernaining to, garrigon Prince Albert. General
-Middleton reached Battleford by boat on the 23rd with parts of Lie 9Oth
and Midland Battalions, the 1Oth Grenadiers had set ont Wo march to
Battleford, and the remainder of the troops were going through by boat.
Riel has been handed over to the civil authorities at Regina. The
Simcoe Battalion and G. G. Body Guard are yet at Humboldt, and the
'7th Fusiliers at 'Clark's Crossing. Col. Scott'e Battalion lias been
ordered to Prince Albert, which will probably be garrisoned by its right
wing ; the Ieft wing going on to, garrison Battleford.

Foundmakor followed up hie offer of submission by surrendering
unconditionally on Monday, the General arriving at Battleford j ust iii
time to, receive 1dm. 210 stand of arms were giveni %il, and after the
chiefs and the murderers *of two settiers had been sectired, the romain-
der of the band were released on parole. The large size of his band,
numbering about 2,000 seuls, and the difficutty of supplying theru, were
probably important factors ini bringing about this gratifying resuit.

Genoral Strange's command has safely reached Fort Pitt and re-
.garrisoned that important peint, and a report has j iet beoni received

that ho met B3ig fleaf s band, said te include 800 armed mon twelve
miles north eaut of Pitt on the north side of the river, where he had

two days' skirumishing with themn on the 28th and 29th, losing one man
killed and two wotunded. This, bowever, lacks confirmation. Ho left
garrisone ab Edmonton, the Feace Bis, Battle River, Fort Sackatche-
wan, St. Albert and Victoria, as lie advanced.

General Middleton is said to bave left Battieford by tht, river to re-
inforce General Strange with a field gun, a Gatling gun and detachments
of"I B " Battery, Mounted Police, the Quteen's Own and the Midianders.
Thuis the three columne have practically been merged into one, and the
only active work yet ren2aining to bo (lone je the dispersai of BigBear's
hostiles.

RIFLES AYVD RIFLE SII00TIX. -III.

BY CAPTAIN IIENRY F. PERLEY, HEADQUARTERS STAFF.

Duriiig the feudal times the ar-balz8t was mucli used, and iL was
recognized as a miiitary weapoit about the tume of Richard I. ULS
equivalent in these days je the cross-bow gun of our echool boys, which
throws an arrow or a pea. In the simaller kind of arbali,t the bow
was bent bv band, but as iL wvas found that wooden bows did not possess
suflicient power to propel arrows to the distances required, steel was
used, and an instrument called a nboulinet was eniployed te bend them.
Tho missiles discharged were somietimes ordinary arrows, but generaily
a short, stout kind havirng a four.sided pyramidal liead, called quarrels,
were xised ; and occasionally Stones and Jeaden balls eroe dischargei
froin the larger kind of arm. This weapon continued Wo be a favorite
in England. up to, the 14th century, when iL gave place Wo the long bow,
which wats fbund to be more cenveniient in lattle, for by it twelve
arrows cotild ho dischiarged for one by the arbalist, and, being held in a
vertical position the soldiem's, or bowinen, were enabled Wo stand in
dloser array, while by reason ot the iightness of the bow they were able
to, take a larger suppiy of arrews, into the fieldi. The firet mention of
the bow ie found in the passage of Genesie (1760 1.0.), where Isaac
told Esau te take "lthy quiver and thy bow," and te go and feteli somne
venîson. Next carliest, or contemporaneouts with the historical books
of Iloly XVrit, are the xnarveilously preserved testimoniale borne te
their truth by the sculptures ef Ninevehi, in which the bow je represented
as the favorite weapoii of the king and bis cliief warriors, whether for
war or for the chase. In these sculptures it; je shown as a long and
powerful instrument, drawn te the car of the shooter, and carrying an
arreov ap 1ijarently net inferior in size te the cloth-yard shaft of the
Etiglish archers of the olden Lime.

Sel(iurs armed witli the bow and arrew were called archers.
Ainong the ancients specialiy erninent in the us,_ of~ the beov were the
ThraciaUS, te Cretans, Parthians, and Numidians; aimeng the modernes,
the .Arabians, the Gernians, Engish and Saracens. la 1321 the
Em peror Frederick Il. employed Saracenic archers, and those wvho
iveie attach.d te the liglit troops opened the battie. ln Engiand
t.he archers wvore ]ighr. arutour and a short sworci, and carried a quiver
cenitaining 20 arrows. A t first archers fotight in emall greups.
later on in large nmasses ; and the batties of Crecy and Poictiers
(l3.5G), Agîncourt (1415), Crevant (1423), Verneuil (1424), and
Roderway (1429), were decidecd by them alone. At the battie of
C.recy a large body cf Geneese archers assisted the French, aud pre-
viens Wo the commencemient of the engagment a shower of rain came
on which wetted te strings of their cross-bowa, causing themu te, streteli,
and thus reudered them Wo a great degvee inefficient and uselese. The
Engie li ad covers cf canvas, or other materiai, for their bows, which
i)rotected thein frem the weather, and they were thus enabled te cerne
into the field with their weapons in good and serviceabie condition. In
the records of the Exchequer of England in the years 1314-1347 there
are to be fouxîd items of payment "for leatheru cases for bows and
arrows" supplied to, Edward ll. Among the Asiatic tribes, the
Turks, Persians and other nations of Lte East, the bow and arrowe are
tueed as weaporis of offence and defence; and it is only within the pres-
ent centtury that the Indian tribes of this continent have abandoned
their use for the giin and rifle.

The croessbow was the chief art of niany of te foeign powers, but
the English adopted the iong-bow for use in the field, and used the cross-
bow un defendîug casties and fortified places. The invention of the
cross-bow ie attributed te the Normans. It was used in the first crusade
and came into general use on the Continent soon at'terwards, remaining
in favour for eeme years; but during the reign of Francis I it disappeared
frein the arinies cf France. Lt wu. deemed to, be a most cruel and bar-
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