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tliey come be «fore us ini varions ways. Thoucrh children. in minci
4hey are often mien and women in wvic 1 edness and vice, and it
nmay be necessary to plaice themi under restraint, or to prot<ect
their property f rom being squandered- and themselves fronm being
rubbeci. I know no class over Nvlhoni controversy is more likely
to arise, or where w~e maîy have greater difficultv in forming a
..diagnuisis. They are flot idiots. Many of them have acquired
a fair degree of educ-ation, cati construe a Greek play or
mazter- a problemn in Euclid. Their miemory is excellent
and wýe cannot compare their condition with a former one-for
they have neyer been any better-so that even. this test fails us.
They have no delusions or hallucinations anci are not insane in
the ordinary sense oi the word. Wfithi regard to mnaly there is
no clifficulty. \Vhen a nîan or wonian of forty conselits to be
treated likce a chilci of ten, to be taken out and amuseci, and to
have teni cents a. week pocket money, we have flot muchi diffculty
in forming an opinion. But the development of others is not
so low, yet they are deficient in reason and judgment and oftcn
in conduct. There is a tendency to low and depraved habits,
to :brutish and sensual enjoyment, to low company, amongst
whomn they are of more importance, and if remnonstrated with
they show an absolute disregard for truth and right l)ehavior.
To this class belong,, I am satisfied, many of thne young mien and
%v-omen, and even boys and girls, whoic are griving our police
authorities so much trouble in every town and necessitating the
erection- of a reformatory. They also crow,,dour jails and peni-
tentiaries whilc in the earlier stages. This is borne Out Iiy the
number whiich we yearly receive fromn the custodyr of these places
of punishment. Invariably these cases show sigris of defect and
deg-eneracy.

In examining any such individual we must consider his con-
duct in regard to his environmcent and bringing up. What iiîight
be passed over in the lower walks of life is in the highier evidence

CCa degr-aded mental state. Every case must be judged by itself
and flhc question 1-ntst be asked, is this person able to take care
of 'himself and his affairs ? But to sign a certificate is often very
difficuit, as wc mnay not ourselves witness the insane conducr,
ail of which we arrive at by hearsay. It is not to be forgotten,
however, that imbeciles are very prone to display violent ex-
plosi-veness of their nerve centres, and this is specially likely to
happen as thcy advance from the period rf puberty to adolescent
life.

Last of ail, there is the dementia of old age, of chronie
inisani ty or bra-in disease. In the vast majority of suchi cases the
diagnosis presents no dificultics. Loss of memory, loss of atten-
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