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THE FIELD OF TERROR.
(From the German of Buron de la Molte Fouque.)
CHAPTER I,

During the latter part of the war, which ter-
minated with the peace of Westphalia, there as-
sembled at the foot of the Riesenberg, in a beau-
niful part ot the country of Silesia, a number of
persons who were the relations, and had lately
succeeded to the property, of an opulent de-
ceased farmer. This man had died without chil-
dren, and had left several farms and fields scat-
tered about that fertile countey ; and his heus
were now el together to divide ibe inberit-
anee.

For this purpose they assembled 10 the prinei-

pal 1on of one of the villages ; and they found
no difficulty among themselves as to the allot-
ment of every part of the eslate except one par-
ticalar piece of ground, which was known by the
name of the ¢ Haunted Field,? or ¢ Field of Ter-
ror, on account of the wonderful stories which
were told concerning it.
overgrown with wild flowers, and an abundance
ot rank and luxurient shrubs, which, whi'e they
¥ bore ample testimony to the vigor and fertikty of
% the soil, were equally indicative of the neglect
5% and desolation to which it was abandoned. * For
% a long series of years no plowshare bad pene-
trateil its surface, and no seed had been cast
apon its furrows ; orif at wtervals the attempt
was made, the cattle had been invariably seized
with frenzy, had wildly broken “from the yoke,
and the plowman and his men had rushed wildly
from the spot io fright and alarm, aflirming that
bit was haunted by the wost terrific phantoms,
twho followed the laborer 10 his occupation with
the inost, fearful familiarity, looking over his
shoulder with such bideous aspects, that no one
‘could ventnre lo continue his work.

The question now arose, to whom this field
shoufd be allotted. - .As 1s the common course in
5 the world, every one fele that this spot, winch

weuld be useless and of no value in his own case,
might yet be extremely applicable, and even ad-
vantageous, to kus neighbor ; and thus the con-
test for 1ts right appropriation coutinued uli 2
te hour of the evening. At length aue of “the
party proposed a rewmedy, which, though not
directly beneliting any one present, seemed to
promise a setilement of the dispute.
‘By a codicil in the will)? saud he, * we are
2 cojoined 1o shew some mark of kindness, lo a
poor relation of the testator, who lives bard by
in the willage. It is true, the girl 1s very dis-
tantly related to us ; and there can be no doubt
& (hat, portionless as she is, she will yet procure a
& good husband, for she is virtuous and frugal, and
¥ goes by the name of the pretty Sabine. Sup-
% pose we give up this ¢ Field of Terror® to her;
@ we shall'in this way discharge the injunction of
 our lamented relative ; and to say the truth, it
may yet prove a rich dowry for her, provided
she can find a busbacd who will venture to culti-
vate 1t.’ ‘
2 The otbers immediately consented ta tius pro-
3 posal, and one of the relatives was despateh-
H ed to communicate the intelligence of thew
it bounty.
% o the weantime, as the twilight drew “on,
% somebody tapped at Sabine’s cottage-window ;
%2 and to her question of ¢ Who's there 7’ a  reply
75 was given which had the instant effect of with-
drawing the rustic bolt of her little window.—
It was a voice Jong and anxiously expected—the
voice of her brave Irederick ; who, born poor
as herself, had some years before set out for the
@ wars, in the hope of gaining some little subsist-
# ence to enable him to marry lis beloved Sabine,
W whose heart, filled with the purest aflection, was
2 entirely devoted to bim. ‘
® It was a delightful picture to see Sabine lean-
@ ing out of her wired-lattice, with tears of joy
# starting in Der beautiful eyes, as the erect and
& youthful soldier gazed upen her in modest silent
§ bliss, aud extended towards her his faithful
g hanc.
§  ‘Ah, Frederick !’ she said in a low and bash-
ful voice, ¢ God be praised, thou art returneg
[ safc; this has been iy consent prayer morn and
evening. And tell me, Frederick, kave you
made your fortune in the campaign 7’
. * Fortunes are not so saon won,’. said Frede-

rick, shaking his head, and smiliag ; ‘and prizes.

f do not fall to every one. IHowerer, I am better
off than when I went away; and if you had but
a courageous beart, I think we may warry, and
.get through the world pretty well,’

¢ Kind-hearted Fredertck,” ejuculated -Sabine,
*to take a poor orphan for better and worse !’

| “Come,’ sai¢ Frederick, * give me but one
| {riendly yes, agd promise to bé mine, and we
| shall be happy in. each. other, and thrive and live

- lilee princes. oo

* And have'you'got your ' diecharge, and ‘are
you really no longer a soldiec #* ..~ . . .

- Frederick; looking into’ his-knapsack, that held

[ iy Ireasures; brought oatia- silver ‘medal,: which

- be reiched-to Sabide, 3nd ‘as she receivéd’ tt; the

- light of the ‘hitle lamp 10 ber chamber -fell'on

b the piece. There was a burst drim figured in-an

-

Tits field was eatirely

old-fashioucd manner, and over it was wrnlten
the words, ¢ God be praised, the war is ended P

¢ Perhaps,’ added Frederick, helping ber to
deciphier the wedal, ¢ it is not yet peace, bul it is
thought that we shall bave no 1ore fighting at
present, 1nd our colonel bas therefore discharged
his men. :

At this iutelligence Sabine beld out her hand
as a pledge of her aflection to ber lover, and in-
vited him tfo come mlo ber little dwelling, where
he seated himself by her side, and related how
be had won his gold and silver i houerable bat-
tle, and open field, from a foreign officer of rank
whom he made prisoner; having obtamed the
money as s ransom. ‘

Sabine, us sbe turned ber wheel, listened with
deep attenlion to her lover’s recital, bestowng,
from time to time, a2 smule of fond approbation
upon lus conduct, and inwardly rejoicing that no
reproach could hereafter be thrown upon their
slender weans, thus bonorably acquired.

Their conversation was now interrupled by
the appearance of the person who came to com-
municate the message entrusted to him. Sabine,
with maidenly blushes, presented ler intended
husband to. the stranger ; and the latter repled,
¢ Tius is well—I have arrived very opportunely ;
for uf your betrothed has not brought back a for-
tune from the wars, the gift which I am directed
to present to you in the name of your relations,
will be a welcome addition ; indeed, it was the
will of the testator that you should be remem-
bered in a handsome way.’

. Frederick was too much offeaded at the boast-

ing maoner in which this communication was
made to testify any joy on the occasion. But
the bwmble Sabine, ignorant of the mode m
which her relatives had evioced their generosuty,
received the communication as an terpesition
of Providence, with her head modestly bent
down,_while a_smle of beartfelt grateful joy
sliohe db ber countenance. But as soon as she
heard that the ¢ Field of Terror was assigned to
her as her portioa and in hquidation of hLer just
claims, the sordid behaviour of ber relations
pressed on ler heart with a painful sickening
coldness, and she felt it uepossible to reframn
from shedding tears of disappomted bope.

Her velation, with 2 smile of half-suppressed
contempt, expressed his regret, (hat she should
bave allowed herself to expect wore than her
iriends had thought it right to allot her. ¢ And a-
deed,’ he observed, ¢ this 1s such a lasger propor-
tion of the inheritance than you could fairly
hope to receive asa matter of right.” Wik
this speech he was about to retire, when Frede-
rick interrupted bim ; and with deliberate cool-
ness which sttends a mind conscious of 1ts own
superiority, he said, ¢ Sir, I perceive thai you
and your fellows have been pleased to couvert
the benevolent ntentions of the deceased into a
mere piece of mockery, and that it is pour jomt
determination to withold every shilling of his
property from my bride. But we will never-
theless accept your offer, in full confidence that,
under the guidance of God, this haunted feld,
the hands of an hounest and active soldier, will be
a more productive bargain than a set of covelous,
envious relations intend it to be.’

The messenger, who, felt rather uneasy at the
tone and manner assumed by the young soldier,
did not hazard a veply; and with an altered
countenance hurried out of the cottage, and
made the best of bis way back.

Frederick now kissed away the tears from Sa-
bine’s cheeks, and hastened to the priest 1o fix
an early day for their marnage. :

CHAPTER 1.

After the lapse of a few weeks, Frederick
and Sabine were married, aud entered upon their
slender house-keeping. The gold and silver
preces he had brovght from the wars, the young
soldier chiefly expended in the purchase of a fine
yuke of oxen; part was invested in seed and
the necessary implements of busbaudry, and tue
articles of household furmture ; tue rest was re-
served for daily expenditure, to be dealt out iu
the most frugal manper, till the harvest of the
succeeding year should replenish their stores.—
But as - Frederick to k hus departure, with his
cattle and plow, for the field of labor, be looked
back and smiled to bis good Sabine, saying that
he was now gomg to invest kis- gold, which ano-
ther year would restore to him two-fold.  Sa-
bine could only follow Lim with her anxious
looks, and wish, wn her heart, that he were once

sufely returned from the dreaded ¢ Freld of Ter-

ror. o
-Aund home, truly, be came, 2nd that lony be-
fore the vesper-bell bad sounded ; but far from

‘being so cheerful, as, in the native confidence of

his heart, he had promised bimsell in- the morn-
ing, when he went forth stuguig to s work,—
He dragged laboriously after bim the fragments
ot his shattersd plow ; before bun paced, with

‘diffculty, -one of his oxen sorely maimed,  and
naiks of blood were seen’ oo his own’ hiead and

shoalder. "~ Bat $till' g soldier-spint did’ aot tail
bim; and’he bore up uader b3 misfortune with 4

courageous and even merry heart, consoling, at
the same time, the griet of the weeping Sabine.
¢ Come,’ said he, smlingly, ¢ get your pickling-
tubs ia order ; for tlus goblin who resgns s the
¢ Field of Tercor’ has provided us with an abuan-
dunce of beef. The beast I brought home with
me has so injured limself in his frenzy, that he
will.not be fit for any farther work ; and as for
the other, he ran off into the mountams, and
there [ saw him plunge [rom a steep rock mto
the torreat below, where I funcy be now lies,
and from wheace, I dare say, he will never aguin
make his appearance.’ »

s Ob, these relations—these wicked relations 7
schbed the disconsolaie Sabine.

* My hurt 1 ‘of no consequence,’ suid Frede-
rick ; it was but the oven that crushed me be-
tween them when they raa mad, and I endeavor-
ed to stop them : but it matters not grieving, and
in the morning, ! will start afresh.’

Sabine was now so ternified at what bad hap-
pened, that she used every means in her power
to dissuade ber busband from aoy farther attempt
at cultivating the uolucky field ; but be only re-
plted, by saying, ¢ that so long as he could move
an arm or a leg, the field should have no rest.
Land which we cannot plow, we must delve ;—
and T am no timid beast of labor, but a good and
steady soldier, over whom a goblin can have no
power.’

He uow slaughtered the wounded ox, avd cut
it vp; and on the next morning, while Sabine
was busied in preparing it for pickle, Frederick
pursued his road to the baunted field with lus
pickaxe and spade, with alinost as good a heart
as on the day before, when he set out with
bis fine yoke of oxen and his handsome new
plow.

Thus time he returned rather late in the eve-
ning, somewhat pale and. exlausted, but in
bigh spirits, and ready lo tranqmlilize his anxious
Wite. e R R

¢ Tlus is rather hard worlk,’ said he, laughing ;
¢ for there comes a sort of goblin-fellow, who
stands first on thus side, and then on that, some-
times in one form, sometimes in another, and
macks me wnth his foolish talk and tricks ; but he
seems to feel no small surprise that T give so
little beed to his pranks; and from this I begio
to take fresh courage. Besiles, why sbould an
homest man, who goes straight forward, and
minds his work, care for such beings?’

The same kind of thiag continued tor many
days together. ‘'I'be brave Frederick pursued,
without uterruption, his daily labor of digging,
sowing, and destroying the weeds acd useless
plants which had overspread the field. It is
true, the slow process of the splade enabled him
to cultivate only a sipall portion of the whole
ground, but this served to make him all the more
zealous and industrlous in his labors; and he
was at length rewarded by seciog a crop spring
up, which promised, and eventually produced, a
sufficient, if not an abundant harvest. Even
the toil of reapmg, and traosporting it from the
field to the barn, was thrown entirely upon his
own shoulders ; for the laborers w the vicinity
would not have engaged, for any consideration,
to spend a day upon the dreaded ¢ Field of Ter-
ror;’ and he would, on no account permit Sa-
bine to lend her assistance, more particularly as
he was expecting her soon to present bum +ith
an infant.

The child was born, and in three years two
more; and so things went on without any re-
markable occurrence, By hard striving and in-
dustry I'rederick compelled the ¢ Haunted Field
to yield bim one crop after another; and thus
like an honest man, redeemed his word to Sa-
bine, that he would find sufficient to support
her.

It bappened one evening in autumn, as the
shades of mght began to draw on, and Frederick
was still busied with bis spade, that a tall robust
man of unusual size of limb, black and sooty asa
charcoal-burner, and hiolding a huge furnace-iron
in bis hand, appeared suddenly before im, and
said, ¢ Are there no cattle to be had in this part
ol the country, tkat you thus labor away with
your two hands? One would suppose, by the
extent of your landmarks, that you were a
wealthy farmer

Fredericl was perfectly aware of who 1t was
that addressed hi:, aed treated mm in the same
cool way with which bhe usuzlly received the
goblia'm the field. e held lus tongue, endea-
vored to withdrew' his altention from the figure
before him to his work, and to labor on with re-
doubled ardor. But his swarthy visitor, instead
ot disappearing, as is the usual practice of these
goblins, to.present himseif agam in.a more fright-

ful and. hideous form, remained where he stood,

and 1o a friendly tone-continued; ¢ My good fel-
fow, you are deing yourself and me injustice by
this conduct'of yours., Give.me now- an hoaest
and candid answer, and perbaps I. may be able

to find a remedy: for your misfortunes.’. . .. -
. SWell, then,” rejoined Frederick, ' ¢ m Goil’s,
name be it so. “If you are but "cajoling me with

these friendly words, the fault be at your door,

and not at mine.’

With this he began to relate the whele story
of his adventures since be had tuken possession
of the field. He gave an uadisguised recitat of
bis first distress, a faithful representation of his
Just and honest indignation agamst the goblin
that haunted his property, and detailed the diffi-
culty he found, under such coutinual interruption
and provocation, of supporting his family by the
mere application of tus hoe and spade.

"U'be stranger gave an attentive ear to the nur-
rative, seened lost in thought tor a few minutes,
and then broke forth in the following address :—

It would seem, friend, that you know who [
am; and I look upon it as v proof of your frank
and masly disposition, that you have made no
coucealment, but that you bave spoken out bold-
ly of the displeasure you entertain towards e.
To say the truth, you hare certamly had suffi-
cient cause 5 bui tn thus putting your courage to
the test, I will make a proposal whieh will, I
bope, 10demnify you for a good deal of what 1s
past.  You iust know, then, that 1 have bad
my fill of wild and fantastic tricks through wood,
and field, aud mountain, and I begin to fancy I
should like to attach myself to some quiet family,
that I ay live for some hall a year or:oa
peaceful orderly hfe, What do you say to tak-
ing me for six months as your servant ¥

¢Itis not yight of people of your sort, said
Frederick, ¢ thus to pass your jokes upon an
honest man, who reposes confidence in you.’

¢ No, no I replied the other, ¢ there is no joke
in it ; 1 tell you it is my serious intention.  You
will fiod in me a sturdy, active servant ; and as
long as I live with you, not a single spirit or
goblin will venlure to show himself on the
* Freld of Terror,’ so thut you may admit swhole
herds ot cattle to browse upon it.?

¢T should like the thing well enough,’ rejoined
Frederick, ¢if I were but sure that you would

keep your word, and, moreover, that I were do-

ing right in dealing with you at all.” .
* That must be your own affair,” said the
stranger; ‘but 1 have unever broken my word
since these Riesenberg mountans have stood;
and a mere creature of evil and mahce 1 cer-
tainly am not. A httle merry, and wild, and
tricky sometimes, | own—but that s all !’

¢ Why, then,’ said Frederick, ¢ I believe that
you are the celebrated Rubezahl)

‘ Harkee " cried the stranger, inteirupting
hitn, with a [rown, “if that be your opion, |
would have you also to know, Lhat the mughty
spirit of the mountains will not pernmt that aame,
and that he chooses to call hunself the Monarch
of the ILil.’

¢ That would be aa odd sort of a servant
whom I must call the Monarch of the Ells)
said Frederick, in a tone of raillery.

¢ You may call me Waldmann, then,’ rejoined
Ins companion.

Frederick looked a while towards the ground,
pondering upon the course he should adopt, and
atlength exclaimed, ¢ Well, so be it ; I think 1
can hardly be amiss in accepling your services,
I have ofien seen irrational ammals drilled into
domestic use—carrying parcels, turning spits,
and other household duties—wby not a goblin ¥’

His new servant burst into a hearty laugh at
this observation, and said, ¢ I nust acknowiedge
such an estimate was never made of any of my
kind before. But that I heed not—iis my
humor, and so ’tis a bargain, my ionored mas-
ter I’

Frederick, however, made it a condition that
Ins new servant should on no account whatever
discover to Sabine or the children that he had
lived in tbe Haunted Field, or in the old caverns
of Rieseuberg, nor any time play apy goblin
tricks about the house or farm. Waldaon
plegged his word to all this; so the matter was
coucluded, and home they both went together in
a very friendly mood.

CHAPTER IIL,

Sabine was not a little surprised at this addi-
tion to their household, and could scarcely look
upon the swarthy gigantic servant without fear,
Tbe children were at first so much alarmed that
they would not venture out of doors when he
was at work in the garden or n the yard ; but
his quiet, and good-natured, and triendly be-
havior soon reconciled all the household 1o his
presence : and if he now and then had a frolick-
some fit,and chased the dog and the fowls, they
thought it sportiveness and good humor, and a
single look from the master wasat any tune suffi-
cent to bring him within proper bounds,

Jo full reliance upon ‘the promises of the
Mountain Lord, Frederick applied the slender
savings of wany years to the purchase of a fresh
yoke of oxen ; and with his newly-mended
plow drove to the field “in ‘the lighest glee.—
Sabine looked after him with an anxious, sor-
rowful countenance, and with an equally auxious
mind awaiting bis retarn in the evening, fearing
a renewal of the same disastersand the same: dis-

appointed hopes;’or that lus*personal injuries this |

time might be more dangerous and glarming than
before.  But with the sound ol the vesper bell

: Frederick came howe  siging through the vil-

lage, drving tns sleck, well-led oxen before liim,
kissed bis wite and children in e fullness of hiy
oy, and shook b servaut cordually by the
nand.

Waldmauu now frequently went to the field
alone, white lis master remawed belund enzaped
about the yard or garden. A considerable po-
tion of the Field of T'error was cleared and cule
tivated ; aud to the great astonishment of the
village m_:ighbox‘s, and the equal disconcent and
envy of Sabme’s selfish relatfons, everytiong as-
smned an air of prospertty and comfort. It i
true, Frederick, when alone, often rellocted that
all this might be bhut of short duration ; * and I
know not bow I am o manage with the barvest,
he exelaimed, * for Waldmam’s time wili then
e out, and the goblns of tie field way choose
to appear with redonbled power.  HBat he con-
sidered that the gathering w0 of the crop was 2
labor which of itsell gave additional vigor tu the
workman’s arm and beart ; and o was possible
that  Waldiaun, fur old acquamtance-sake,
might keep the faud free from such guests—as
m fact. at times of eheerful relaxation, he alnost
seemed Lo infunafe.

lo the course of time the needind fabors of the
field were completed.  Winter arrived, and
PFrederick daily drove (o the forest for a stock
of fuel and wood.  On one of these Mays it so
chanced that Sabme was entreated 10 visit a
poor wulow in the village who lay. dangerously
ill, and whow, as far as thew iaereasing means
admitted, Frederick and  his wife  had been
accustomed to relieve.  She was at u loss how
to dispose of the children during her absencs ;
but Waldmann offered Ins services, with whose
stories the children were always dehighted, and
with whom they were cver pleased (o yemain;
aud she proceeded on her charitable errand
without further hesitation. e

‘About an hony alter ber departure  Frederick
retarned from the forest; and having  disposed
of his wagon in the outhouse, and put up bhis cat-
tle 1o the stall, he proceeded towards the house
to revive his pumbed aud frozen limbs by the
blaze of a cheerful fire. Qo appronching the
door, a cry of painful distress from his chldren
met s e, He rushed into the bouse, and o
entering the roomn found the children creepmg
behwd the stove, and crying aloud far help,
while Waldwann was wildly jumping about the
sbounts of violent Jaughter, mnking the most hide-
ous faces; and with a crown of sparks and  rays
of flame playing about bis head.

 What as all this ¥ sad Froderick, in a tooe
of mdignant anger 5 and the lery Jecorations of
Waldmaun®s head disappeared, ins tantastic mer-
riment instantly ceased, and standing in a  hum-
Sle posture, e began to excuse lumself by saying
that he was only trying to amuse the children.
But the children ran towards their father, crying
and complainiog that Waldinann had first of all
told them a number of most horrific stories, and
that then he had assumed®a variety of frightful
disgmises, somelimes appearing with the head of
& ram, somelimes with that of a dog.

¢ Enough, enough?” exclaimed Frederick.—
¢ Away, sirrah 5 yow and I no louger remain un-
der the vame roof.’

With this he seized Waldmenn by the arm,
and pushed him violently out of the house, desic-
ing the chuldren to remain quielly in the room,
and to dismiss their fears, as their father was
now come, and they were safe.

Waldmann suffered all this without utteriag a
word of expostulation ; but as sona as be found
himself alone with Frederick in the open court,
he said, with a smiling countenance :

¢ Hear, master ; suppose we hush this matter
up, and wake o fresh bargain. Tkoow [ have
dons a very foclish thing; but, T assure you, it
skall never bappen again.  Sumehow or other
ny old humor came wpon me, aud [ forgot my-
self for the time.’

¢ For that very reason, because you can for-
get yourseif? said Frederick, ¢we part. You
wizht terrifly my children mto a paroxysio of
madness ; a0d, a8 I have said, our contract is at:
an end)

¢ Ay hall-gear has not expired, said Wald.
mann, it a dogged tone ; ¢ Pll go back nto the
house.’

¢ Not a step father at your peril, you sha'l net
again touch my threshold,” eried Frederick.—
“ You have broken the agreement by, your ac-
cursed gobhn-praiks, and all that I can-do is te
pay you your full wages. Mere, tuke it and be
off with you. L

¢ My [ull wages?' said the Mountam-sprit,
with a contempluous sneer; *bave you never
teen iy stores of gold in the caverns of yonder .
luils. ‘ b

¢ ] do this more on my own account than

yours,) said Frederick, ¢ no man shall call me ks’

deblor.? - And with that he forced the money
wto Waldmanw’s poeket, ~ - o0 0

" ¢ And:what is 1o he done wilh the  Field of
"Terror " iuquired“Weldmanb, i a grave but a-
most angry tone. | :



