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On the Bicycle.

The bicycle has come Lo stay. It isnota
craze, one of the many that sweep through
the land like the latest fashion. lft has es-
tablished itself among the permanent utili-
ties, Of course, it is not erqually adapted to
every country, nor to every portion of any
country ; but wherever the roads a good
and not too steep, it will more and more
come into practical use.

Already {;icyclcs and tricycles are exten-
sively used in England as economical sub-
stitutes for horses, needing no barn, no feed,
no grooming, and no medical care.

With such a machine, the pastor casily
makes his callsin the most distant parts of
his parish. The country doctor finds it
still better suited to his needs, ready at the
most sudden and urgent call, and able to
wait at the patient’s door with no risk from
cold, however long the visit.

With its md, too, the traveller explores
the country on roads far removed from rail-
ways, and 1n its most picturesque parts. The
biycle must have a great fnture in the level
West.  The velation of good roads to ils use
is seen at Washington, where many thou-
sand  Dbicyleles noisclessly roll over the
smoothly cemented streets.

The utility of the bicyelo is not confined to
the more practical ends of locomotion. Itfur-
nishes o new meansof valuable exercise. This
exercise is exhilavating. Itisin the open
uir, and the rider is not forced toiv for his
health, but drawn to it by anticipations of
pleasure,

T'he various modifications of L'e bicycle
adapt it to both sexes, anfl in many cases
invalids might be pleasautly helped by it vo
heulth again.  Pure air and a cheery stato
are often more eflective than exercise or the
most potent drugs. -

As a rale, bicycling is less desirable than
horse-back-riding ; but many persons need
themore quict exercise, and many others
con afford neither to keep nor to hire a
horse. As for carriage-riding, it is much too
passive an exercise for the needs of most,
while the constrained posture is a great
drawback i any case,

As compured with bicycling, walking is
bLetier for some persons, and not so good for
others.  Walking is far less violent exer.
cise, but the movement in cither case brings
into active use the muscles of the arms,
chest and back.

Most people who can have the use of a
bieycle find walking 100 slow and irksome,
and the mental state is an imnportant factor
in all physical exercise.

———— e

The German Reichstag has rejected the
first part of the Socialistic bill, which pro-
vides that the maximum work-day be imme-
dintely fixed at ten hours, and that the maxi-
mum he reduced to nine hours in 1894, and
to cight hours in 1893.

A correspondent writing from  Sierra
Leone, West Africn, reportsasingular inei-
dent which occurred in that harbour on Sun-
day, the 220d February. In the afternoon one
of the boats which were woored off the Pub-
lic Wharf was seen to swldenly start off up
the river as if being carried by the tide,
Some persons who witnessed the aflair pur-
sued the runaway, and on getling up toit
tound that the boat was being drawn along
by a “seagvapple.” Thisis really a huge
octopns, and for some little time the occu-

ants of the pursuing boat were afraid to
Eonrd the other craft. Finally it wae cap-
tured and towed back to Susan’s Bay. It
seems thatit isno unusual circumstance for
this description of fish to visit the Sierra
Leone Har{,)our, and it is not tho first time
that they have made off with one of the
boats moored there. It is said that some of
the fish are of immense size, the body alone
measuring from eight to twelve feet in dia-
meter, and the legs are proportionatuly
long.

Fra. 70.—No. 1978.—Lapies’ Basoue 25
A
CENTS.

Quantity of Matevial (21 inches wide) for
20, 32, 34 inches, 4} yards; 30 iuches, 4}
yards ; 38 inches, 4% vards ; 40, 42 inches, §
yards,

Quantity of Materiul (2 inches wide) for

30, 32, 3t inches, 2} yards: 3G inches, 2}
yards; 33 inches, 2§ ywrds; 10, 42 inches,
24 yards,

For tho medium size, 43 yards of gimp.
and for each size 1 of a yavd of velvet ent
on the bins will be requived.  This design is
adapted for cheviot or any of ihe woolen
suitings.

No. 4946, —LApIEs’ WALKING SRIRT. PRICE
B0 CENTS.

Quantiiy of Material (21 inches wide) for
22 iuches, 8 yards; 24 inclhes, S} yards; 26
inches, 8} yards: 28 incles, 8§ yards; 20,
22 inches, 9 yards,

Quantity of Material (42 inches wide) for
22 jnches 4 yards; 24 inches, 4] yards
inches, 4} yards; 28 inches, 4% yards; 3,
32 mehes, 45 yards.

11 made on the biasas illustrated, 5 yards
of 42-inch material and 3% yards of gin:p
wiil be required for the medium size.

102, 30.—The lady’s Lasque shown in this
extremely stylish and elegant example is
wade from Pattern 4978, price 23 cents, and
is of the very latest fasbion, and shows a
pointed waist with a double-breasted front,
wide, pointed revers beyond a flut collar, a
round collar and a glimpse of a vest-eflect
being added to the flat collar displayed
above the revers. The side-pieces arelong
in conformity to the veigning mode. The
sleeves are high with the forearm tight.
Thae graceful effeet of this basque as a top
makes any skirt cilective, as it constitutes,
in a manner, the whole tone of the costume.
The fabrics used are at present the new light
cloths, and among them the tan-colors, the
pale olives, and Nile green are worn, and
Iate mode!s show Nile green associated with
tan color, the first tint forming the basque
and the last the skirt.  The lady's walking-
skirt seen in the same figure is made from
Pattern 4916, price 50 cents, and is clinging
and severely blainas taits front, having but
few darts at the top. Thisshape is eminent-
ly suited to locomotion, and has a compact
style, which reeommends it to all who can
appreciate case in waulking,  The new light
cloths, and woolens of all kinds, as well as
summer sille and cottonsgoods, can he used
for ths pretty skirt.
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Spots on the Sun.

Lnormous fluctuations are takingplace on
the surface of the sun, and will be followed
for the two or three coming years by spots
of every varicty. Their will be normal spots,
consisting of an umbra and penumbra, and
spotsirregular in form or gathered ingroups,
The sizes of the spots vary from five hundred
miles to fifty thousand miles ovr more, and
they are often large enough Lo be visible to
the naked eye. They may Jastfor a few
days, or for weeks or months. Their dis-
tribution is mostly confined to two zones on
thesun’s surface, between five degrees aud
forty degrees of jatitude north and south.

Other signs of solar agitation follow in the
wake of thesun-spots, ~Gigantic solar erup-
tions, known as rosy protuberances, rise

romn the sun’s border, like tongues of flame,
sometimes to the height of hundreds of
thousands of miles. The carth bears witness
to the disturbed state of the sun, for aurras
ilash in the heavens, magnetism reaches its
greatest point of oscillation, and electricity
takes on ita most brilliant manifestations.

The sun-spot periodicity is a subject of
universal interest, and little has heen sound-
ed of its unfathomable depths. Tt is known
that the cycle is completed in about cleven
years, containing a maximmm of quiescence;
that the spots are cavittes in the solar vho-
tosphere, filled with gases or vapors cooler
than the surrounding portions; that the
spols move with a varying velocity, and
that, the spot-producing activity has a dircet
influence on the magnetism amd electricity
of the earth. .

The cause of the sun-spots, and the nature
of the mysterious tic that binds egether
the disturbed sun and onr planet, are among
the problems of the fnture.
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He—You loved me vace,

She~Yes, when I was young and foolish.

He—And you rejected me.

She—Um —then 1 couldn’t have been so
very foolish after all.




