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( Continned from [luge 10.)

and ought to he better spent, morals that once
gave promise of a nobler and useful life, but are
now dribbled away in amusements that develop
no true manhood. These are not recreations but
stimulants to deeper indulgence ; for the more
wasteful and destroying to the powers of life the
amusement, the more deadly the stimulant, the
more certainty of the victim’s final ruin.  The
mothers and daughters of our land have it largely
within their power to check these evils by making
bright, sweet, and happy homes. If a man iy a
bread winner woman should be a home-maker.
The true woman can compass it in two rooms as
well as in o dozen, upon small means as well as
upon ample.  But to do this, many of the modern
pursuits of our sisters and daughters must give
place to the cultivation of more homely arts—a
true home is one of Gon’s institutions for the sav-
ing of man. There the overtaxed body and mind
will find its best and truest indoor recreation, with
social converse, the reading of agrecable books, in
music, in the cultivation of flowers, the production
of simple works of art—all these are within the reach of the
most moderate income.  With respect to social daneing,
from my experience and observation, 1 eannct unreservedly
condemn it.  The evil is in the late and long hours, and the
time, and thought, and expense thrown away upon dress.
Here again Christian matrons have it Iargely in their power
to work a reform by returning to the sensible and pleasant
old-time hours for their social gatherings, say from cight till
twelve,  ‘Then under the roof of a friend, and among the
society of those known and esteemed, the social dance may
be regarded as a very beautilul and simpleamusement,  But
the hall at whicha doorkeepertakes tickets bought in the mar-
ket, where the company is mixed, and the hours are for all
night, is plainly no it place for a pleasure, so pure, so
natural, so home-like, so liable to abuse, asdancing,  What
of card-playing ? I'his is particularly delicate ground,  The
abuse is Immense, and yet they  supply a use. 'Fhe
wise way perhaps is to separale the vse from the abuse by
some prineiple of common sense.  As a houschold amuse-
ment what can be more innocent? Tt is said that hoys who
have been from the fivst accustomed to canls commonly out-
grow them or hold Lthem in small esteem,  Stolen Livead s
sweet, and many a boy has been morally broken down Ly
the temptation tu play an innocent game that was prohibited
as sinful at home.  Gamblers, it is said, do not come from
households in which eards are among the ivial sports of
childhood. It is claimed their fascination evaporates with
the dew of youth.  As a means of gasubling, as a wiste of
time, they cannot e too sharply condemned.  But the old
maxim applics bere, what may be harmless to one may be a
snare of ruin to another.

Rev. J. I Lewis, speaking on the subject, confined him-
self to the matter of popular literature,  The magnitude
and importance of the subject, the brevity of time at lis dis-
posal, and the fact that there were others present better able
to deal with the suliject, all hampered hingin discussing the
matter, The phease popular literature was very compre-
hensive.  You conld not always define in fiction where trath
ended and imagination began, I they took worls like

Scott’s, Shakespeare's, I I, Stowe’s and others, there was

that which could not Le properly called fiction,  Then what
was popular in one age and in one conntry would nat e
found so in another.  As the world moved on literature was
improving. Popular literature included much that was very
good as well as very bad. - Much of it had heen written by
the most brilliant geniuses, bug if the thought expressed in it
were bad, they should set their fuces against it. - The liter-
ature of our homes must be pure, and true to life.  Fxagger-
ated literature was sure to work evil in the minds of readers.
The was much useful infurmation to be gathered from what
is called popular literature.  [u some of the fictions their
plot was sometimes set on a solisl basis of truth. DBut be-
cause a novel contained usefl information they were not
compelled to read it Many of the novels had good in
them, bul not in paying quantities, It was not toa library
of fiction that people went to gain a knowledge on which o
build a foundation for their life’s work.  There were times,
indecd, when people, unstrung by the activities of life, were
benefited by reading a good story, well written, and at such
a time they might be of great use and  benelit.
athletic exercise would have quite as good an effect on bath
hody and mind.  The excess of the reading of popular litera-
tare was most hurtful 1o the organism of the mind.  ‘The
abuse of the imagination destroyed the judgment.  If they
looked into the face of a woman who was accustomed to
read naovels for years, they would lind an instability in her
eve. Such reading ofien led to the destruction  of
families, and Drought miscry to the home.  Then he be-
lieved the escitement of the novel destroyed that deeper
spititual emotion which alone led to true happiness, The
Church of England in Canada should establisha paper which
would represent the feelings of the people throughout the

the other worthless reading matter oui.

s she is loring ground,
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there should be a young people’s association, and in connec-
j tion therewith a properly selected library.
Iis Lordship, the chairman, instanced a case where proper

that every member of that family had been a credit to the
Church and community in which he Tived.

Mr. Davidson, of Montreal, said if there was any one
thing in which the clergy neglected their work it was in the
matter of urging the necessity of proper reading and recrea-
tion, and he was glad to see the matter as well handled as it
was this morning, e thought fiction would always be read
and therefore some means should be taken of having proper
light literature placed in the hands of the people.

Rev. Canon Touston said, reganling cards, that if they
were kept in proper bounds, even gool might come out of it
He knew of a woman who Lad deliberately tanght her chil-
dren to play cards in order to keep them at home in the
evenings, and in this way it had had had agoad effeet. “They
should only be careful in the matter to separate the whent
from the chaff; the goodd from the evil.

Mr. Alex, Gaviller, of Hamilton, spoke hriefly.

Ven. Archdeacon Read, of Grimby, said if young people
wanted to decide in the matter of reading or recreations, they
should first test themselves by asking the Dlessing of Gon on
what they were about to do,

His Lordship Bishop Coxe said that if parents taught their
children to read e hest and purest of English literature,
there was no fear of their Luring to dime novels,

LAYV CO-OPERATION,

Mr., Adam Brown read apaper on “Tay Co-operation.”
He would not discuss the purely religious aspeet of the
question.  Itwas not well that the laity should feel that
they had no purely religious wark to do.  The Sunday-
schoot was one of the grandest ficlds for lay co-operation,
Contributing was not 211 that was required—work was wan-
ted as well, His experience taught him that the people fell
far shopt of their duty in this respect. Men left almost all
the work of the Sunday school to the women,  The work of
the Sunday school could not he over-estimated. It not only
reached the children, Lut through them the parents also,
Fhe minister, however, willing or able, coult nut do every-
thing.  On every side he neederd the help of the Iaity, and
they could assist greatly in his suceess.  The pew and tie
pulpit working togethier was the perfection of Chureh work,
No church should allow its minister to neplect his higher
duties to wltend to natters of trarce. Al worry on thisac-
count should Lie talcn from his mind, “Phe minister shoulkd
be assured of a good Hiving, and that his family, it he was

called away from themn, would be properly cared for, It
was in litte things that mostgood could lie dene,  Many
people negleeted doing anything because they coull ot do

a great thing,  The tule should be to look for the worl, not
to Jet the work Took for them,  There wis a thousiael ways
to show the minister that he had willing hearts and hands
all al:eut him.  Doing gond was the true work of lifee "The
Inity shonld cultivate sociality among the people, awl let it
he seen that they were all labouring for the Church and for
one anotiier,

Rev. Ay Baldwin vead another paper on the same sub-
ject, begimning witl: the statensent that fu the carly days of
the Chureh the instruction of the seeunlar schoels was both
used and adveeated, and although it became afterseards a
point of discussion whether such was right or not, still they
were used, U was very difficult to overcome the innate feel-
ing of the people of the Church of England that everything
afan ceclesinstical natuwre must be done by a clergyman,
Vet who could deny that much gaad has been done by lay
help in the cilueation of the yeung i Sunday schools, and
this was found to be one of the greatest powers which the
minister has in his parvish.  Still many felt that lay lelp in
Saimday schools was avery different thing frem Iay help in |
service,  He instineed acase where fay help had heen of
preat service in the parish of Rev. Mro Body in Fngland,
S suceesaful was it that the question was asked why these
helpers should not be raised to the order of the diaconate.
He quoted from the late Archbishop of Canterbury  (ofticial
year hook, Church of England) showing that at present in
Fondon there were some 3,000 lay workers, 120 of whom
had been set solemmnly apart by the Bishop as lay readers,
There was nothing, said the Hishop, to hinder laymen from
expounding the Haly Seripture awd teading the prayer and
praise of God's people. The Bishop of Durham Lad spoken
i the same strain, as well as others,  The necessities of the
work in Iingland demanded Jay help, and the necessities
were equally great here, They were told that in cities the
namber of the Church was growing, but that in the country
It would Le a wealr and wicked ar-
gument to lay the blame for this an their hard working |
country clergy. Mr. Baldwin then went into a deep and |
strong argument in favour of the proper organization of lay
work, showing its absalute necessity in the welfare of the
Church. e also favoured the setting apart of deaconesses,
for the pecutiar work fur which they alone: were adapred.

Mr. R. Freeman said the previous speaker had said that
in the cities the Church held her peaple, but in the country
they did not. e had had great experience in the work in
the country, Ile detailed his experiences at some length,
jand having undertaken for some time the duties of a clergy-
sman he could heartily sympathise with the country minister.

. S reason of the falling off of the Churchin the country was
whole country, which would go into every home and crowd | (hay the minister had too much work to do.
He woulidl say o | qrangly the necessity of lay ministration in the Charel s and

He urged

all fathers and mothers that it was one of their solemnduties {ie e was only & means iy which it could be dane by the
to supply proper literature to their children, so that they  ayihority of the Church there were many who would throw

might be wisely and properly instructed.

In every church jaside their shyness and come forth and perform the work.,
i

supervision had heen paid to the matter, and the resalt was |

Mr, Thomas White, M. P., of Montreal, expressed his
gratification at being present. e said there could be no
two opinions regarding lay work in the Church,  Lay effort
had proved of great assistance in Montreal, and he knew that
the work of the young men in St. George Church in that
city had accomplished much good.  Since the devil had in-
vented that new name, agnostie, which permitted infidels to
shicld themselves behind a term which was not generally
understood, he knew that in our cities there were many young
men who hoasted of theirignorance,  The hope of the Church
was in the young people of the Church, and therefore in the
interest of the laity themselves it was necessary that they
should devote themselves to the work,  1le trusted that
ihese congresses might go on from year to year, and that they
may result in giving the laity a greater interest in the work
of the Church, the importance of which was felt by all,

Mr, Davidson, of Mantreal, spoke at some length, Ile
held that there should be three orders, hishop, priest, and

deacon. e strongly opposed preaching by laymen,
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FXTRACT FROM THE FAREWELL
SERMON
Or I'iuF PR} N1 ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY,
ON LEAVING WELLINGTON COLLEGLE.

The following admirable words of Dr. Benson
will satisfy the most exacting that a man full of
ardor, full of wisdom, and full of devoted earnest-
ness, has heen called of Gan to the responsible
and high position ol Mectropolitan of all England,
After reading  these happy thoughts, which cex-
press so much of tender love for his work, so much
veneration for all that good in the past, and so
much confidenee in the future, we feel thoroughly
convineed that such a man will nobly carry on the
work of his illustrious predecessor:—

“ft has Dbeen given to me to watch for fifteen
years Gop's wonderful work, and [ thank and
praisc Him for all L have seen. You will pray for
me too that the years may in no sense be lost to
me, for | have seen a new growth in Fngland,
organic, spiritnal, healthful, abiding. Tts malerial
noebleness is visible—pray that its invisible power
be nobler far .o

“HHow can | thank Gon for His works of grace,
for the unfolding of high principle, and the expan-
sion ol strength and the kindling of Christian fire ?

. And [ speak with diffidence and 1
speak with reverence, of the nearer counsel and
goodness that bas been by my side; no one has
ever come to help me without some true touch of
devotion to the high cause, some with an enthus-
ism and a paticnce and  a self-forgetting that
feave you and me for ever their debtors, and their
reward 1s not here.

“['hus for fifteen years T have iabored, often in

most salutary trouble, yet with ever-increasing
happiness.  The happiness cannot be taken away.
. . And now D ga myself. I came to the
newest edacational and spiritual work in England,
Lidden to shape it 1 go away to the most an-
ciecnt.  IHere | have made rules for others; [ go
to strive to conform myself to rule. Here T ohad
served the memory of him who snapped the yoke
that was daid on modern Furope. | go now to
serve memories that are green stlly though they
budded when Norman strove with Saxon, ere Saxon
had done his strife with Briten. Nor can | now
forbear one thought, for it is forced on me: if
ever we are disposed to contrast hy-gone ages un-
favorably with our own, we may ask ourselves
whether we think the systems we have arranged,
the wheels we have just seen begin to turn will run
as freely; will work as adaptably to the needs of
seven hundred years Lo come, as the great institu-
tion of the past moves now when scven hundred
years have passed over it, age after age ready to
boecome young again. A'es, we may say—if ours,
00, is built on humanity's best, on a true per-
L ception ofhumanity’s needs, on a devout humility
iand eager acceptance of God's work in man and
'through man.  But not other wise; not if we
imistake troubled rills for fountains, and seek our
Jimmmortality on carth, and hold doubt to be more
wise and strong than faith,
“If we build into the same building and trust
“the same corner-stone, we shall stand like them
“and share their strength ; for life is one and indi-
cvisable, and so shall we be part of the Living
CTemple of Gon”




