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THE PLEDGE. .-

+ ONE Sabbath aflérnoon;-as I wos:passi
one of the grave~yardsy.in-the . suburbs, of our city,
my athirtion wvas arrested by wone. of our reformed
drupkards who was seated near a grave, in & retired
part of the cemetery.. Ve wus apparently unncon-
scious of my approuch, and sut gazing upon the
gruas-covered hitlock that entombed the ashes of a
departed one, The tears were coursing their way
down his cheeks, while the heaving of his bosem in-
dicated unfathomabdle sorrow. 1 immediately recog-
nized “him as brother D——, a man who, two years
430, was regarded by all that Unew him as one
-d _stitute of every fecling, and unsusceptible of cmo-
ton--3 lost und wretched drunkard. Unwilling to
iutrude upon his wmeditations I endcavoured to puss
by unuoticed. Bul in this | was unsuccessful. He
recognized me, and 1 drew near. He grasped my
hand affectionately, but his heart wos 100 full to per-
mit hi to speak for some moments, ¢ There,” said
he, at length, ““ repose the mortal remains of my
wife 3* pointing to the grave before him; * often
within the last two years have I made a pilgrimage
to this spot.” Not having been ecquainted with his
early history, and my curiosity being somewhat ex-
cited by what I had already seen and heard, { desired
liim to inform me &s lo his life. {le related some-
thing like the following story :— :

1 was born on the castern - shore of Maryland.
My parents were in moderate circumsiances, but
highly respected. 1 was their only son, and they
gave me every opportunity to render myseif worthy
of the affection {avished upon me. At an eurly age I
was prepared for college, and left the paternal rool
with & mother’s blcsaing, and followed by a father’s
prayers, to enler upon a full course of study-in a
Unuiversity. Mor a Lime, my success in my studies
was gratilying to my friends. Before two years bad
passed, however, 1 had contracted o fondness for
company, aud a taste for the inebriating eup, which
has-since been my ruin. Tised of a college l:fe, 1
abandoned my books—became idle and dissipated,
and was privately advised by the Professors that 1
had bgtter go home. [n obedienee to their wishes,
and my own inclinations, I returned once more to
the theatre o my childhood, and the besom of my
parents. But 1 was not the same confding, -affec-
tionate, and obedient son ; but was passionate, heads
stiong, and wayward. The pocket-bible, which my
mother gave me on my departyre for college, and
which [ was careful, for the first few months, to read.
had been negiected, and was no longer my counsellor.

Well now, do I remember, the line traced on the first-

leaf by a mother’s hand : “ The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom,” Soon after. my return,
my: father sickened and died.. As he was breathing
his last, he laid his hand upon me and' exclaimed :
¢ May God bless thee, my son!” Now lean rea-
lize something of the value of that blessing, arnd the
priccless excellence of the favour of God. T'hen it af-
fected me but & short time; for & few months afterghe
decease of my (ather, I banished every serious thought;

and plunged headlong into the stream of guilty plea-.

sure, and followed its rapid course downiard towards
the gulf of ruin. 1 was arrested temporarily in my
_downward progress, by the sudden- death of my
mother. This dispensation of Providence almost
‘cverwhelmed me. 1 [et thmt my all was gonc——that I
was.lelt alone in the world. The thought that my
waywardness had hastened her departure, imbittered
every moment of my life. I resolved to live different-
1y, and for some lime attended Church, and read my
Bible ; ard avoided the society of the intemperate
and profarc. I was not yet lost to every refined
sentiment ; my huart had not yet become bard as the
sicther millstone.  Althe age of twenty-four I mar-
ricd one of the inost amiable and Jovely of women——
.piever was a husbard more fontly loved, and ncver
was affiction more cordially reciprocated. For two
years-we lived in the bright sunshine of holy affee~
tion : each studitd how to make the other more and
more happy. But, alus ! the demon of intemperance
laid his hand upon me, und- be converted our little
heavdn into the most gloomy - hell. When 1 began
again to drivk, my uppetite returned with tenfold
more power than ever. 1 neglected my business,
firsook the saciety of my companion, and very. soon
was fit only to azsoclate ‘withdrunkards and devils.
Rapidly 1 squandcred the. little patrimony left me by
my - parents, aud was a poor, poverty-stricken,
wreetched drtinkard. My wife saw and wept over my
rain, but she'loved - me still, The .more the world
shunned me, the closer. she scemed to cling.  aving
Jost iny property; and, what was worse, my charac-
ter, 1 determincd. elsewhere.to seek a home. 1 then
moved, with my wife and one child. (who is now, in
heaven,) to the state of Pennsylvania. 1 fortunately
obtnined a situation to keep a small school, and-for
- three months remaiucd sober, and was much esjeemed
_as-a teacher.. But | réturned again to my. cups, end
" was consequently compclled to seek employment in
some othor quarter of the world.” - We found aur way
to Pittsburg, and here 1 1aboured and drank alternate-
1y, until 1 had performed almost every menial service.

| At one tinie:workir g in 4-fupnace, at'ignethier u\é(‘:‘

livery. stable, ot o third,.making a {few cents: on

PN <[ wharf, 1oaiting and" unloeding ateamboats.”” Thus™ |
ng - through

spent, or rather wasted; ten months. ¢ At thé-end>of
that time, we came to Cincinnati, and here tou, ¥:was
soon known as;a poor drunken exile and vagabond.
Soon after our arrival in this cily, our child-died of
scarlet fever,and was buried somewheére by the Town<
ship Trustees. Oh ! that I.knew] the spot,. thet 1
might water it vith oy penitent tears. * Puring the
first year after I came -to Cincinnati, T made - three
trips 10 New Orleans 3 a fireman. _ My wife Jabour-1
ed with her own hands 1o pay the rent of the 'smail.
house we occupied, in —— alley, and to procure her
food and clothing. Five years ago last August; over-
come by disappointment, her spirit broken, and her
affections erushed, her bodily strength gave way, and
she died ; and here on this sacred spot, her ashes were
entombed. Her path in life was strewvn by we with
briars and thorns, which should have been covered
with flowers, to have been worthy of her lJovelincss
and her virtues. In all my wandering and my depar-
tures from the path of rectitude, she never reproached
me.  Kind and forgiving in her disposition, and ami-~
able in her temper, she seemed to love me ‘more ar-
dently as she found me cut off from the sympathies of
the rest of the world... She commended her wretched
husband to the forgiving mercy of God, and plunged
into the stream that separated her from a- bitter
world, without a murmur, Since her decease, I have
been in almost every city in the West and South. 1
am acquainted with most of the watch-houses, houses
of refuge, and hospitals having been an inmate in all.
Two yearaago; a houseless wanderer, on the verge of
the delirium tremens, 1 was conveyéd to the reformed
drunkelgl‘l asylum on Vine street, and, blessed be
God, the blind received sight, the-dead was mado alive/
again. I am now free {rom the monster grasp. I
am now a member of the Methodist Church, and have
a hope that maketh not ashamed. 1 love, on Sabbath
evening, to find my way to this sepuichre. It makes
me fecl and, it is true ; * by the sadness.of the coun-
tenance the heart-is made better.”? My greatest de-
sire is, to live in such 8 manner that, when I lay this
body in the dust, T niay be permitied, in yon bright
abode, to join in full chorus with my father-and mo-
ther, and .wife and daughter, in celebrating the praise
of Him who hath-redeemed us, and bought us with his
blood.”?. :

- Such was the simple narrative of one ' unknown to
fame,’” who has been_saved from ruin through the in-
strumentality of the Pledge.— The Organ.
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.. ", BROTHERLY LovE. -
Tr there.bie ong Christian”grace of more impost—,
ance:than. anofher, it is that which forms the sub.’
ject: of this article. - Brotherly love has referénce

reference not only 1o time, but to eternity. Love
1o 'our Maker.cannot exist.without it : in an evan-
gelical sense, they.cre inseparable. * Hence it is
written, % If ‘a’man love not his hrother whom
he hath ‘seen; how can he love God whom he
hath nat seen 2°?° . . e

The absence, or, if you will, the-small amorint
of this grace exisling in persins professedly
Christian, is 2 great drawback to the interests of
true religion—as it leads io.disunion, misunder-
standings, complainings, and mistrust.~ These
evils are calculated to make an unfavourable im-
pressior on the minds of worldly men respecling
the practical working of the religion of the Biple
—whereas all is to be dttributed to the want. of
tbet religion, © . o Tt T
" There is shch a discrepancy between the pré~
cepts.of the Gospel and.the practice of its profes-:
sors in this- matter, {bat some -are led to:deubt’
whether there bé any true réligion among méh—
or whether it be not, at the best, confined to

ifested by even- proféssing Christians—which,'i)
stéad of fendering " thi réligicn of fhe” Saviour|

ich they profess, amiable and.desirable, great-
?:e‘nds to multiply sceptics and mere formalists. |
This is not as it should “be; ' Wo: maintain;’ that]

no'profession of religion, however highi it mby be,

-} there were a number of applicatioos w

not to'mat’ gnky’- it "his, Feference fo God also;|F

compiratively few individasls. . There.is a,nar-}.
row, contracted seltish feeling:too generally man-]. -

eyasghilin who, nthe deysobhisfétbyielight-
edulifniself in. seliexing ibe sufferings.of bureanity,
and;whose  latest-command to.:his:disciples; and
through: them:touis, veas,4‘Love:-oné-another; as 1
have loved-you ;—By:this ye:shall know that.ye
are'my disciples if.ye have'love oné to another.”
. We refrain from referring.to numerous,portions
of both- the Law and the Gospel bearing:diractly
upon- this. duiy-—they -will at-once-saggest-them-
selves to the mind of-every student of the Bible,
But we do most earnestly hope, that a peried will
arrive -in the hislory of the Church, when.Bro-
THERLY Love will shine forth as the crowning
grace of the disciples of the meek and lowly Je-
sus, and as the legitimate offspring of that love
which every Chsistiae professes to bear towards
his Saviour, ‘ -

'WESLEYAN EDUCATION MOVEMENT.
We copy the-following intelligence respecting
this interesting movement, from the - London
Walchman of the 31st ult. It forms part of a re-
port of the proceedings of the Wesleyan Confer-
ence, held in Birmingham during the last month,

On Monday evening, there was a very full
attendance of the Education Committee,” as well
as of Preachers and other Friends. The Rer.
Joun Scott, Predident of the Conference, look
the chair, An interesting report of the last year’s
procéedings was read by the Rev. JoNATHaN
CROWTHER, after which the Rev. J. C. PENGELLY
furnished some valuable statistical delails, and
the Rev. R. Woop gave a financial statement.
It appeared. that, including a grant’ from the
Centenary Fund, above 12,000L had been already
contributed or promised, There had been 110,
candidates for training, as masters or mistresses,
42 of whom had -been accepted, and sent to_the
Glasgow Normal Seminary. Since August last,
about 13 had finished their preparatory’ course,
and had_becn sent out to different Klaces, and

ich would
be. metin the course of a few months., There
had bren an increase, during the year, (if we
‘cAught ‘the oumber correctly,) of 143" Sinday
Sehigo’s, and 15,672  Scholars. Of Weeék-Day
and .Infant-Schoals there were 183 for Boys, 109
rﬁiﬂsqg)g.'! 40 for, Infants, containing 13,138
] O'Yti 89& . Gigle, and 3,349 Infants,—making
R 136415F 957468 ihd an increase of 4,659 children.
343, zuasony discussion took place, before: the

vpzeitionsefsthe- Report,.an the proposed. junction
ot:u,lq@mm{Ghnpsb.i:’vmi.,;wi.t.h the-Edgeation

andl, a3 recommended by the Select Committse
of ,Miqiéte"rsp 1‘“mr ﬁum{wm‘ch ‘met_in London
towards thE“ close’' 67 "1ast year., ~This measure,
which formed:an essesitial, and integral part of
the plan, was.maoved. by ;the Rev. R.- Reecg and’
seconded by the. Rev, R, Wanox. Il wasopposed
by the Rev. JoscPH.FowLirR, who, in a Jong and
earnest speech, depiecated”the’ propésal;” not be<
cause he was indiflerent to the educational move-
ment, but because, for the.teason which .he
assigned, he thonght the union. would operate
injuriously on chapel interest. Dr, Bunring
replied, seriatim, to the argomentsof Mr, Fowle
The other speakers were the Revs, C. Pnest
Evwarp WaLker, and. Wy. Vevers. - The
motion- was finally carsied with only .one dissen-
tient,o....Mr. Robisoy Kive, Me. Yargs, the
Rev. G. MarspeEn, and other Gentlemén, after—
wards addresred the Meeting, on-paints connnec-
ted.with educaiional ,topiesy or: the. raising. of"
funds ;. and Mr. FowLxr took. occasion lo state,
that, thongh he had unsuccessfully oppised one
recommendation of-the Committee, yet he'should
most - ardently. co-gperate in .carrying :out the
general plan. ~ The.sesolutions of the Chmmittee .
were finally commended to. the consideration and.
adoption of the Conference. "

. jfﬁ‘i:f‘siﬂbﬁniﬁn-."‘ daiaiet oy
OF all charactors'in society; the slaridersr s the-
most dangerons. "' His fonghie #5494 ihe ‘reat
Masillon, ¥ iy’ a degouring’ fire, Which fami

t!
! which fanjishés
whatever it- touches ;. which. exercisés; 166 fury .
én'thé good graity equidlly ay oiv ifie' ehuff—on.
'th profarie aé’on thé "sacred’s’ Which) Wherever.,

without this grace, will avail any thing n’,the

it passes léaves only desolalion oiid fuld digs



